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The Book of the Apocalypse certainly is the most 

dramatically titled book of the New Testament. In 

Eastertide it is the book we have as the second reading on 

every Sunday. The imagery of the Book of Apocalypse is 

very powerful and dramatic, with terrifying imagery that 

may seem, at first glance, to be out-of-sync with the rest 

of the New Testament, which speaks of the miraculous 

ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus in less colourful 

language. 

Yet we should not dismiss the Book of Apocalypse as 

being just a metaphor or not being grounded in the 

Gospels. Rather it imparts the Good News and sustains 

the Church through a different medium.                     

Firstly it gives consolation to Christians. At the time of 

its writing the Christian community faced terrible 

persecutions at the hands of the Roman emperors. God’s 

response, in his vision to John, is not to minimise the 

suffering. Rather, God consoles, not by promising 

miraculous intervention, which would undermine the 

gift of faith, but rather by giving us a glimpse of the 

heavenly reality. To promise to Christian persecutions 

their sufferings unite them to ‘the Lamb that was 

sacrificed [who] is worthy to be given power, riches, 

wisdom, strength, honour, glory and blessing’.   

Secondly, the Book of Apocalypse is God’s promise that 

he does not abandon the Church after the death of the last 

Apostle. The Holy Spirit, that descended at Pentecost 

continues to govern through the Catholic Church. The 

forgiveness and unity with God offered in the Sacraments 

continue to have their power and will lead to a great 

multitude of faithful, “beyond counting” as John records.  

These promises of consolation and the dwelling of God 

within the Church are aids to us too. Even in the Easter 

season bad things happen, cruelty and suffering remain 

all to pervasive, but knowing God sees all and is always 

present in his Church should comfort and console us too.  

Priest Training Fund 
Sunday 8 May is Good Shepherd Sunday, the day we pray 
in a special way for priests and for vocations to the 
priesthood. Lorcan from Allen Hall Seminary, London, 
will speak at all Masses. The annual collection for the 
Priest Training Fund will take place. This fund pays for 
the priestly formation of men for the Catholic 
priesthood. There are currently 58 men studying at Allen 
Hall seminary, 17 of whom are from our own Diocese, 
and two men are studying in Rome, also from our 
Diocese. Last year four men who studied at Allen Hall 
were ordained to the priesthood to serve as our future 
priests. This fund also supports the ongoing enrichment 
and formation of our ordained priests. Your generous 
donation helps ensure we can support these men who are 
called to be like Christ the Good Shepherd. Donation 
envelopes are available in the back of the church. Please 
take one home, read the information, and bring it back 
next weekend with your donation. Please continue to 
pray for vocations and for our priests. You can use the 
QR code to make your donation online or visit 
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you for your 
generosity. Fr Alex and Fr Gerard would not be able to 
serve you as priests today without the generosity over the 
years of the faithful to the Priest Training Fund. We are 
very grateful. God bless you all for your kind welcome 
to the parish and your continued support, love and 
prayers.   
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

Sunday 1st May 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
8am  Dessie Fitzgerald RIP    
9.30am Edward McLoughlin Anniv. 
11am Michael & Ellen Sheehan RIP Anniv. 
12.30pm People of the Parish 
 
Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday 
St Athanasius 
8.30am No Mass 
10.30am Mrs Bernice Staines RIP 
12noon No Mass  
 
Tuesday 3rd May 
SS Philip and James 
8.30am  No Mass 
12noon  Elizabeth Moriarty 
 
Wednesday 4th May  
The English Martyrs   
12noon   No Mass  
 
Thursday 5th May 
Easter Feria  
12noon   Thomas Moriarty 
 
Friday 6th May 
Easter Feria  
6pm   Segundo Faniega RIP   
 
Saturday 7th May   
Easter Feria 
11am   J Smith RIP 
6pm  People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 8th May 
4th Sunday of Easter 
8am  Lee Holden RIP    
9.30am Ben Miguel Lopez Birthday 
11am Eleanora Blasi Anniv. 
12.30pm Teresa Greaney RIP 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
People of Ukraine 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
 Tuesday 9 - 11.30am & Friday 6.30 - 7.30pm 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 6.30pm 
Saturdays – 11.30am & 5 - 5.30pm.  

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
BAPTISMS 

 
Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 

ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  
Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 

supply contact number when booking. 

Catechism Corner: What are sacramentals? 
Sacramentals are sacred signs or sacred actions in which 
a blessing is conferred.  Examples of sacramentals are 
holy water, the consecration of a bell or an organ, the 
blessing of a house or an automobile, the blessing of 
throats on the feast of St. Blaise, receiving ashes on Palm 
Sunday, the Easter Candle, and the blessing of produce 
on the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

Save the dates Pentecost Sunday 5 June, Parish Party. 
Corpus Christi Procession Sunday 19 June.    

Westminster Caritas Volunteer Service If you 
would like to help, please see notice board and flyers at 
the back of church for full details. 

Holy Mass in thanksgiving for 25 Years of the Pro-Life 
Work of the Good Counsel Network. Celebrant Fr 
Richard Whinder. Saturday 30 April at 12.00, St James’ 
Church (Spanish Place), 22 George St, London W1U 
3QY. Followed by Refreshments. All Welcome. 
www.GoodCounselNetwork.com. 

Toilets For security reasons, these can only be open 
during a church service.  

First Holy Communion & Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  Preparations continue. Please pray for 
our young parishioners as they take these most important 
steps in their faith journey and continue a life-giving 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Mass & hymn books. Please return to stands in a tidy 
fashion. Newsletters to be taken home. Rubbish etc. to 
be taken home or placed in the bin by the front door. 
Please remember the church is God’s house. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Repository There are some adult and children’s bibles 
as requested. We can order more if needed. Also help 
needed at all Masses but particularly after the 9.30am 
Sunday Mass. Contact parish office. 

Life Ascending Group Bring & Share Lunch, 
Tuesday, 3rd May in the Parish Centre, after midday 
Mass and the Rosary. Everyone is welcome, contact 
Winnie Brady on 01923 334998 for more information. 

Catholic Women's League meet on Tuesday 10th 
May at 2pm. Informal talk on the Quaker faith from Jill 
Besant. All welcome. Tea and coffee will be available. 

http://www.goodcounselnetwork.com/

