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We have now entered Holy Week, a week when the 

redemptive acts made by Christ for each and every one 

of us are presented through the liturgy and in which we 

are invited to participate. If you have never been to any 

of the Holy Week liturgies I would invite you to attend 

the services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy 

Saturday. Each of them are instructive in our faith, as 

well as being a way to truly enter in to the mysteries of 

our Lord’s Passion and Resurrection.   

Palm Sunday Today we commemorate Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem, in which palms were 

laid before him. As such it foretells the triumphant entry 

of Jesus into the heavenly Jerusalem after his sacrifice on 

Calvary. The palm crosses we hold show our belief that 

by Christ’s cross, death and darkness have been 

overcome, and that we hope to also share in his 

triumphant entry to heaven.   

Maundy Thursday At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

the Church commemorates the institution by Christ of 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the institution of 

ministerial priesthood. By those words said only to the 

twelve apostles: “Do this in memory of me”, he made the 

presence of His Body and Blood not a one-time 

occurrence, but one which could be repeated by them 

and their successors in the priesthood. After Mass we 

travel with the Blessed Sacrament to the altar of repose, 

filled with flowers like a garden, watching with Jesus as 

he begins his journey to the cross with the agony in the 

garden in Gethsemane.  

 

Good Friday is the day when we commemorate the 

giving up of Jesus, as both high priest and victim, on the 

cross for the salvation of the world. We reflect on the 

suffering that Christ underwent for us, so dreadful to 

show the dreadfulness of sin. We reflect on the great love 

Jesus has for us, that he did this for us, so that none of us 

may be lost. In the liturgy we reverence the cross, in 

thanksgiving for such love shown to us by God. A day of 

sorrow and humility. All candles are extinguished and the 

priest prostrates himself, to symbolise the deep sorrow 

and unworthiness of mankind to God.  We leave the 

church in complete silence. 

Holy Saturday On this day Jesus’ body rested in the 

tomb, whilst his soul descended to the realm of the dead, 

as a perfect offering for mankind’s sinfulness he was able 

to open up paradise to those who had died before. Yet, 

more is to be done. With the Easter Vigil the light that 

was extinguished when Jesus dies comes back to life. 

Christ lives again! We mark this with the fire, the new 

Easter Candle, and the procession by candlelight into the 

Church. Our readings reflect on the prophecies of 

Christ’s Passion and Resurrection and the ceremonies, 

such as blessing of baptismal water, indicate the new life 

that was given to us by the cross, the symbol of which 

everything is blessed.   

We pray in order to get closer to God. I would prefer 

to put this differently. Put aside each day a few minutes, 

so God may draw closer to me. Cardinal Basil Hume.   
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SERVICE TIMES & INTENTIONS 

Sunday 10th April 
Palm Sunday 
8am  People of the Parish    
9.30am Jim & Kathleen Sheridan RIP 
11am William Lee RIP  
12.30pm Ralph Kent Anniv.  
 
Monday 11th April 
Monday of Holy Week 
8.30am Tomas Gammell 
12noon Angela Mariconda Family Members RIP  
 
Tuesday 12th April 
Tuesday of Holy Week 
8.30am  All who have had stillbirths 
12noon  The People of Ukraine 
 
Wednesday 13th April  
Wednesday of Holy Week 
12noon Bonifacio Fernandes Anniv. 
 
Thursday 14th April 
Maundy Thursday 
8pm  Vocations to the Priesthood 
9pm-Midnight Vigil at the Altar of Repose 
 
Friday 15th April 
Good Friday 
12noon        Simple Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
3pm        Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
7pm       Stations of the Cross 
 
Saturday 16th April   
Holy Saturday 
9.30am  Office of Readings 
8.30pm The Easter Vigil, People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 17th April 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
8am  People of the Parish    
9.30am People of the Parish 
11am People of the Parish 
12.30pm People of the Parish  
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Mariya Xavier 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
Please note for this week Tuesday 9 - 11.30am. No 

Exposition on Good Friday 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
This week by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

 
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  

Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 
supply contact number when booking. 

Catechism Corner:  Why did God dispose man 
and woman for each other?  God disposed man and 
woman for each other so that they might be “no longer 
two but one”.  In this way they are to live in love, be 
fruitful, and thus become a sign of God himself, who is 
nothing but overflowing love. How does the 
sacrament of Matrimony come about? The 
sacrament of matrimony comes about through a promise 
made by a man and a woman before God and the Church, 
which is accepted and confirmed by God and 
consummated by the bodily union of the couple.  Because 
God himself forms the bond of sacramental marriage, it 
is binding until the death of one of the partners. The man 
and the woman mutually administer the sacrament of 
Matrimony. The priest or the deacon calls down God’s 
blessing on the couple and, furthermore, witnesses that 
the marriage comes about under the right circumstances 
and is made publicly. A marriage can come about only if 
there is marital consent, that is, if the man and woman 
enter marriage of their own free will, without fear or 
coercion, and if they are not prevented from marrying by 
other natural or ecclesiastical ties (for example, an 
existing marriage, a vow of celibacy). 

Easter Offertory Envelopes are now available. This 
offering helps to provide a stipend/salary for the priests.   

Holy Week Poster Please take one and display in a 
window at home. A great way to evangelise. 

BBC Filming will be taking place on Monday & Tuesday 
in Jenny’s Café on Market Street. The crew will also use 
5 car park spaces. Whilst the church will remain open, 
there may be some disruption at the entrance and parking 
restrictions. The Percy Road door to the church will also 
be open.   

Lenten Almsgiving Caritas/Cardinals Lenten Appeal 
& Aid to the Church in Need, who will use the funds for 
Ukraine. Envelopes are available. Please put in the new 
secure collecting box at church door. Contactless 
machine can be used. CAFOD Envelopes also available.  

Catholic Women’s League Christine Ramsey, will 
give a talk and flower demonstration, 12 April at 2pm. 
Fr Marcin, our CWL Chaplain, is delivering medicines 
to Ukraine-Polish border. We will be having a raffle for 
his work that afternoon, so please bring some cash!  

Save the dates Pentecost Sunday 5 June, Parish Party. 
Corpus Christi Procession Sunday 19th June.  

Easter Monday Mass will be at 10.30am, afterwhich 
the church will be closed. 


