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Alleluia!  He is Risen! 
 
Lent is over and it is now time to celebrate the great joy 
of Easter! 
 
At the Easter Vigil, the Exsultet was sung as Mass begun 
in darkness, illumined only by candles throughout the 
church. The Exsultet is a beautiful hymn of rejoicing in 
Christ’s triumph over sin and death. One part states: 
O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed completely by 
the Death of Christ!  O happy fault that earned for us so 
great, so glorious a Redeemer! 
 
This line stands out because it calls the sin of Adam 
“necessary” and refers to it as “O happy fault.”  At first, 
this may seem strange. Why is it that we refer to the sin 
of Adam, Original Sin, as “necessary” and “happy?”  The 
answer is Easter. It is because God, in His perfect 
wisdom and love, took sin and the consequence of sin 
(death) and used them as the means of the salvation of the 
world.  This is what Easter is all about!  
 
This may be hard to comprehend, so it is worth thinking 
about more deeply. Without Adam’s sin, there would be 
no Jesus. God would not have had to become one of 
us.  So even though the original sin of Adam, as well as 
all future sin, is evil and wrong, God in His perfect power 
and love chose to use it as the very means of the salvation 
of the world.  How?  By allowing the sins of the world to 
persecute Him and crucify Him, and then, by turning 
that suffering and death into the very means of salvation. 
Jesus destroyed sin by destroying the consequences of sin 
which is death. Death loses in the Resurrection! Jesus’ 

Resurrection takes away the effects of all sin for those 
who cling to Him.   
 
Easter is a time when we must do just that. We must 
“cling” to our resurrected Lord! We must cling to Jesus 
who is alive and well. We must cling to His Resurrection 
and strive to share in it. How do we cling to our 
Resurrected Lord? There are many ways. Here is one. 
 
Take joy in everything. Start with whatever it is that 
burdens us the most. Whatever it is that makes us angry, 
sad or depressed. Whatever that is, it can potentially 
become one of our greatest sources of grace and joy. If 
the brutal Crucifixion of Jesus, the Son of God, can turn 
out to be the greatest event in all of human history, then 
our personal sufferings, our burden, or even our sin can 
very much become a source of great joy as long as we let 
God transform it into part of His Resurrection! 
 
This is the meaning of Easter!  Easter means that nothing 
can keep us from the joy that God wants to give 
us.  Nothing can steal that joy away. At times we will 
struggle, just as Jesus did in the Agony of the Garden and 
the Via Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross), but those 
sufferings will not win. The Resurrection won with 
Christ and it will win with us when we cling to 
Him. Jesus persevered and in the end, rose 
victorious.  This is Easter! 
 
Know that God wants us to experience the joy of Easter 
in our lives. Let Him fill us with hope and with the joy 
that only the Resurrection can bring. God wants Easter 
to begin now in our lives!  A blessed Easter to all. 

 

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085   (Opt 2) 

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web & Streaming: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9.30- 3pm 

 

Readings Page 258           Easter Sunday of the Resurrection             Sunday 17April 2022              

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HolyRoodWatford 

 

mailto:watford@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
mailto:watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
mailto:anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk


2 
Charity No. 233699 

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

Sunday 17thApril 
Easter Sunday 
8am  People of the Parish    
9.30am People of the Parish 
11am People of the Parish 
12.30pm People of the Parish  
 
Monday 18thApril 
Easter Octave 
10.30am Mary Monson RIP Church closed  
No 12noon Mass      
 
Tuesday 19thApril 
Easter Octave 
8.30am  Sarah Figueiredo Int 
No 12noon Mass, Church closed at 4pm. 
 
Wednesday 20thApril  
Easter Octave   
No Mass  Church closed  
 
Thursday 21stApril 
Easter Octave  
12noon   Ninetta D’Urso RIP 
 
Friday 22ndApril 
Easter Octave  
6pm Mass Minivia Fernandes RIP   
 
Saturday 23rdApril   
Easter Octave 
11am   Bernard Capus RIP 
6pm  Domingos Canossa RIP 
 
Sunday 24thApril 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
8am  Thomas Moriarty Anni.    
9.30am Mario Di Maria RIP 
11am People of the Parish 
12.30pm Kampta Guya-Persaud Anni. 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Elizabeth Ferrao 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
Please note for this week 

 Tuesday 9 - 11.00am & Friday 6.30 - 7.30pm 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Fridays 6.30pm 

Saturdays – 11.30am & 5 - 5.30pm.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 
 

BAPTISMS 
 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  

Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 
supply contact number when booking. 

 

Catechism Corner:  What is necessary for a Christian, 

sacramental marriage? Three elements: Free consent, the 

affirmation of a life-long, exclusive marriage and openness to 

children. The most profound thing about a Christian marriage, 

however, is the couple’s knowledge: “We are a living image 

of the love between Christ and the Church.      

Easter Collection Many thanks for your kindness and 

generosity in the Easter collection, particularly in these 

challenging times. The Easter collection, alongside Christmas, 

Masses intentions, Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, are 

what forms the stipend of the priests of the parish and means 

that the regular collection is only used for the running of the 

parish. Any donations given at Easter, or at any time in the 

Easter envelopes, count towards the Easter Collection.  

Lenten Almsgiving Caritas/Cardinals Lenten Appeal & Aid 
to the Church in Need, who will use the funds for Ukraine. 
Envelopes are available. Please put in the new secure 
collecting box at church door. Contactless machine can be 
used. CAFOD envelopes also available.  

Save the dates Pentecost Sunday 5 June, Parish Party. 
Corpus Christi Procession Sunday 19th June.  

Easter Monday Mass will be at 10.30am, after which the 
church will be closed. 

Westminster Caritas Volunteer Service If you would 
like to help, please see notice board and flyers at the back of 
church for full details.  
 
We pray in order to get closer to God. I would prefer to put 

this differently. Put aside each day a few minutes, so God may 

draw closer to me. Cardinal Basil Hume.   

 
 

 


