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     Our Gospel this Good Shepherd Sunday is 

certainly short and sweet. However that does not 

mean that it lacks meaning or relevance to our lives. In 

the Gospel Jesus speaks about those who believe in him 

in a very intimate way, saying “I know them”. That he 

knows the inmost depths of his believers’ hearts. Their 

greatest desires in life, their hopes and their loves, as well 

as their difficulties, their struggles and their weaknesses. 

Just as Jesus knew both of Simon Peter’s betrayal and his 

later faithfulness to death that he foretold in last week’s 

Gospel. What Jesus is telling us is that God is not some 

far away being, abstract from the world, disinterested in 

our daily lives; rather, like a shepherd, he cares for each 

of us, his sheep, he knows us, loves and is present to us, 

in prayer, in contemplation of the Scripture and in the 

Holy Eucharist where he comes so close that he dwells 

within us.   

     Jesus also tells what his sheep, what we Christians do 

in response to the Shepherd: We listen to his voice and 

follow him. Instead of us sharing a common heritage 

what matters primarily to God is that we listen to his 

word and are faithful to his commandments, particularly 

the two great commandments: to love God with our 

whole being, and to love our neighbour as ourselves.  

    Our Gospel today is a challenge. It is not enough to say 

we’re Catholic, to have it as some kind of cultural 

identity. It has to be a lived-out reality. To be one of 

God’s sheep means that we are seeking a living 

relationship with Jesus and putting our faith into 

practice.  We also need to live out our faith. In our world 

today living our faith can be daunting, on issues such as 

the death penalty, same-sex marriage, abortion and social 

justice, the Catholic Church often speaks against the 

popular narrative. We should, however, not give up or 

be tempted to despair, for our Gospel gives us clear 

reassurance for all who are faithful to his word: “I give 

them eternal life; they will never be lost”.   

Priest Training Fund 
     We’re delighted to welcome Lorcan Keller, who is in 
formation for the priesthood for our diocese at Allen Hall 
seminary, to talk to us about the important role of the 
Priest Training Fund. The fund pays for the priestly 
formation of men for the Catholic priesthood. There are 
currently 58 men studying at Allen Hall, 17 of whom are 
from our own Diocese, and two men are studying in 
Rome, also from our Diocese. Last year four men who 
studied at Allen Hall were ordained to the priesthood to 
serve as our future priests.   
     The fund also supports the ongoing enrichment and 
formation of our ordained priests. Your gift ensures we 
can provide training for these men responding to Christ’s 
call to dedicate their lives to serve God’s people. Please 
be as generous as you can. Please also pray for vocations 
and for all our priests. If you do not have a donation 
envelope, plenty are still available at the back of the 
church. You can use the QR code to make your donation 
online or visit www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank 
you for your generosity. Fr Alex and Fr Gerard would 
not be able to serve you as priests today without the 
generosity over the years of the faithful to the Priest 
Training Fund. We are very grateful. God bless you all 
for your kind welcome to the parish and your continued 
support, love and prayers.   
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

Sunday 8st May 
4th Sunday of Easter 
8am  Dessie Fitzgerald RIP    
9.30am Edward McLoughlin Anniv. 
11am Michael & Ellen Sheehan RIP Anniv. 
12.30pm People of the Parish 
 
Monday 9th May 
Easter Feria 
8.30am Michael Hynes RIP 
12noon Funeral Mass for Sheila Szymczak 
 
Tuesday 10th May 
St John of Avila, Priest and Doctor 
8.30am  Michael Kelly Anniv. 
12noon  No Mass 
 
Wednesday 11th May  
Easter Feria 
8.30am  Jennifer Dyckhoff RIP  
 
Thursday 12th May 
Easter Feria  
12noon   Sr Raymunda & Community 
 
Friday 13th May 
Our Lady of Fatima  
6pm   Kathleen Sawkins RIP   
 
Saturday 14th May   
St Matthias, Apostle 
11am   Josef Zopf RIP 
6pm  Joseph Sheehan RIP 
 
Sunday 15th May 
5th Sunday of Easter 
8am  People of the Parish  
9.30am Theresia Leitner RIP 
11am Tobi Sobowale Anniv. 
12.30pm Mario Gomes RIP 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Vocations to the Priesthood 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
 Tuesday 9 – 10.45am & Friday 6.30 - 7.30pm 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 6.30pm 
Saturdays – 11.30am & 5 - 5.30pm.  

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
BAPTISMS 

 
Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 

ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  
Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 

supply contact number when booking. 

Catechism Corner: Why do Catholics venerate relics? 
Relics, from the Latin relictum for remains, are the 
remnants of the bodies of saints or else are items that 
saints used in their lifetime. We show respect and 
reverence to these items for two reasons: firstly they 
encourage us in our lives towards sanctity, showing the 
faithfulness that others have shown to God in their lives; 
secondly, as through them we can give praise to God’s 
work in those who have cooperated fully with his grace. 
Miraculous healings and recoveries have also come about 
through relics in the history of the Church. However, we 
must not view relics as magical items or talismans. Whilst 
God does provide miraculous cures we must always 
remember that it is primarily our souls that need God’s 
healing and which we are invited to receive by faithful 
prayer and frequent reception of the sacraments.    

Save the dates Pentecost Sunday 5 June, Parish Party. 
Corpus Christi Procession Sunday 19 June.    

Confirmation Candidates Please keep our 
confirmation candidates in your prayers as they prepare 
for receiving the Sacrament on 3 July. As a group we have 
spoken about God, the nature of the Church, the 
Sacraments as well as what it means to be happy, the 
challenges of being Catholic in the modern world and the 
moral teaching of the Church. Please also keep your 
evening free for the Night of Light that is being arranged 
by the young people on 10 June, 8pm-10pm. More 
information to follow soon.  

Mass & hymn books. Please return to stands in a tidy 
fashion. Newsletters to be taken home. Rubbish etc. to 
be taken home or placed in the bin by the front door. 
Please remember the church is God’s house. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Volunteering Thank you for those who have kindly 
volunteered at the repository, and for those who 
generously give up their time to help in the parish. 
However, more help is needed. If you can give some time 
to helping in some way, perhaps on a Sunday or in the 
week, even if it is just occasionally, we would love to 
hear from you. Speak to Fr Gerard, Fr Alex or contact 
the parish office.  

Holy Hour for Our Lady May is traditionally the 
month dedicated to Mary, the Mother of God. A Holy 
Hour will take place on Sunday 22 May 3.30-4.30pm. 
Confessions will be available too.  

Catholic Women's League meet on Tuesday 10 May 
at 2pm. Informal talk on the Quaker faith from Jill 
Besant. All welcome. Tea/coffee will be available 

 


