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Feast of Corpus Christi - Since the year 1264, the 

Catholic Church has celebrated the Solemnity of the 

Body and Blood of Christ with solemn processions, 

recognising the abiding presence of Christ in the Holy 

Eucharist. At every Holy Mass the Church fulfils the 

mandate of Christ, who on the evening before his death 

instituted the Holy Eucharist and commissioned his 

disciples: " Do this in remembrance of me." In doing so, 

the Church takes literally the words that Christ spoke 

over bread and wine: "This is my body... this is my 

blood.” This faith in the literal presence of Christ (real 

presence) in the transformed gifts of bread and wine has 

become ever stronger in the history of the Church, so 

that the Council of Trent (1545-1563) solemnly defined 

that in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist "the 

body and blood together with the soul and divinity of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore the whole Christ, are 

truly, truly and substantially contained.  

On Corpus Christi, the whole Church publicly confesses 

Christ's provocative words: 'I am the living bread that 

came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will 

live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for 

the life of the world.' In the transformed bread, the 

world sees the beginning of a transformation that has 

already begun and will one day encompass all that has 

been created, for we are expecting a "new heaven and a 

new earth" (Rev 21:1). "When we eat the broken Bread, 

we unite ourselves with the love of Jesus, who gave his 

body for us on the wood of the Cross; when we drink 

from the chalice, we unite ourselves with him who even 

poured out his blood out of love for us”.  

This Sunday 19 June, we celebrate this great feast 

with a Eucharistic Procession, after the 12.30pm Mass 

ending with Benediction, which will be a great witness of 

our faith. Light refreshments in the parish centre after. 

The Peace Hospice is, sadly, temporarily closed due 
to lack of staff, but due to reopen at the end of June. The 
hospice cited a shortage of qualified nurses in the UK. In 
a statement, Peace Hospice Care said: “In February, in 
line with the national shortage of qualified nurses in the 
UK, the vacant number of inpatient unit (IPU) staff 
nurses at Peace Hospice Care rose above 50 per cent of 
the establishment required to ensure the unit was able to 
operate safely. The executive team, along with support 
from the board of trustees, made the difficult decision to 
temporarily close the unit. During this time Peace 
Hospice Care have been in regular communication with 
the Clinical Commissioning Group, Central London 
Community Health, West Hertfordshire Hospital Trust, 
and our two hospice partners. All have been extremely 
supportive and understanding of the situation. Let us 
keep the work and future of the hospice in our prayers. 

Day for Life the Church raises awareness about the 
meaning and value of human life at every stage and in 
every condition. The Church teaches that life is to be 
nurtured from conception to natural death. This year it 
is 19 June in England and Wales and we have been asked 

to have a second collection. Thank you.   

 

 

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085   (Opt 2) 

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web & Streaming: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford 

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9.30am - 3pm 

 

 

 

Readings Page 83         The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ     Sunday 19 June 2022 

    

 

                 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Watford Hospital Chaplaincy:  01923 244366 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HolyRoodWatford 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday 19th June 
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 
8am  People of the Parish 
9.30am Berthrand Okoro Anniv. 
11am Freda Cashin RIP 
12.30pm Marc Pitson Int. 
 
Monday 20th June 
St Alban, Protomartyr 
8.30am No 8.30 Mass 
12noon Tommy Joyce RIP 
 
Tuesday 21st June 
St Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 
8.30am  No 8.30 Mass   
12noon   Ninetta D’Urso RIP 
 
Wednesday 22nd June 
SS John Fisher, Bishop & Thomas More, Martyrs 
12noon Domenico & Maria Santarsiero Int. 
 
Thursday 23rd June 
The Nativity of St John the Baptist 

No Mass today – church closed 
 
Friday 24th June 
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
6pm   Fr. Joseph Thanksgiving 
 
Saturday 25th June   
The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
11am  Holy Souls  
6pm  Domenico Santarsiero Int 
 
Sunday 26th June 
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8am  Anne Smythe Thanksgiving 
9.30am People of the Parish 
11am Richard Persaud Anniv. 
12.30pm Mr & Mrs Pablo De Peralta 
 
Mass intentions may have to be moved.  Please supply 

contact number when booking 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Private Intention 

 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

& BENEDICTION 
 Tuesday 10 -11.30am & Friday 6.30-7.30pm 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 6.30 - 7.15pm 
Saturdays 11.30 - 12noon & 5 - 5.30pm.  

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  

 

Catechism Corner:  How does the Anointing of 
the Sick work? The Anointing of the Sick imparts 
consolation, peace and strength and unites the sick 
person, in his precarious situation and his sufferings, with 
Christ in a profound way.  For the Lord experienced our 
fears and bore our pains in his body.  For many people 
the Anointing of the Sick brings about physical healing.  
But if God should decide to call someone home to 
himself, he gives him in the Anointing of the Sick the 
strength for all the physical and spiritual battles on his 
final journey.  In any case, the Anointing of the Sick has 
the effect of forgiving sins. To be continued….  

Congratulations to our young parishioners – Denzel,  

Michael, Tabitha, Zach, Bartek, Brandon, Bryanna, 

Caoillainn, Clara, Finan, Harvey, and Jack who received 

the Body of Christ for the first time last week-end. God 

bless you all and keep the faith.    

 

Scouts 6th Rickmansworth Sea Scout Group.  
www.6thrickyseascouts.org.uk. For more details see the 
notice at the back of church o For more details see the 
notice at the back of church.r contact Group Scout 
Leader Chris Doran on 01923 776035 / 07792 103736.   

Food Bank Donations would especially welcome 
tinned meat, tinned fruit, tinned tuna, UHT milk, fruit 
juice and cereal. Thank you for your continued support. 

Relics of St Bernadette are coming to the UK and will 
be in Westminster Cathedral 3-5 September. A great 
spiritual boost. You may remember the visit of the relics 
of St Theresa of Lisieux back in 2009 when 95,000 
pilgrims made a visit to Westminster Cathedral. Hold the 
dates and we will organise a mini pilgrimage.     

Catholic Listeners New telephone for those troubled 
or concerned or wishing to re-connect to their faith. See 
poster on notice board for further details. 

Financial Resilience & Cost of Living These are 
worrying times. Please see Caritas Westminster poster 
on notice board and seek help. Do not worry or suffer in 
silence. caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk Caritas 
Westminster, Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, 
London SW1P 1QN. 020 7931 6077 or contact office for 
information.  

Prayer May we all walk in your ways, so that peace and 
justice become a reality for the people of Ukraine and the 
world. Amen.   

Salvatorian College- Vacancies. See notice board 

http://www.6thrickyseascouts.org.uk/
mailto:caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk


3 
Charity No. 233699 

 


