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The Feast of Pentecost is something that we, as 

Catholics, don’t mark with the same excitement as we 

do Christmas and Easter. A fault that surely has to do 

with more than the absence of chocolate or advertising 

campaigns. Perhaps Pentecost is a feast that is somewhat 

more difficult to get our heads around. We might not 

grasp fully the idea of the Incarnation or the 

Resurrection, but we can understand something of them. 

By contrast, the decent of wind and flames on the twelve 

apostles and speaking in tongues seems more abstract. 

Jesus’ term of the advocate in the Gospel also seems to 

leave more questions than answers: An advocate for 

who? And from whom? Our lacking of festivities is 

probably due to the difficulty comprehending Pentecost, 

rather than a lack of joy and respect for the Holy Spirit. 

 But the Feast of Pentecost also has a simple 

fundamental message. Pentecost is the nativity of the 

Church, and the new presence of God upon the earth. 

God will no longer talk through prophets, as he did in the 

Old Testament, nor will he be present in human form in 

the person of Jesus. Instead, God will dwell within the 

Church, using the Church as the means to bring about the 

sanctification and Christification of the whole world.

  This isn’t just the role of Bishops and Cardinals, 

important though these are! It is the role of each and 

every one of us, to bring the message of Jesus Christ to 

others, to bring the twin messages of truth and 

forgiveness to a world that offers its own messages of 

permissiveness and condemnation. As members of the 

Church, we were each of us infused with the Holy Spirit 

and our Baptism and our Confirmation. We need not fear 

that we don’t have the words to say, but should show our 

trust in the Holy Spirit to bring good work to fruition, in 

which we are instruments of God’s action. Our Night 

of Light event on Friday evening (8-10pm) will be an 

opportunity to see this in action, how the Lord can 

through us offer healing and consolation to those most in 

need of it, seemingly by chance.   

It is also fitting to celebrate our parish party this 

Sunday after 12.30pm Mass, as a Church we should 

honour that which we share by virtue of our baptism, the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and the 

promise of eternal life given to each of us. 

Do pop into our Holy Spirit Chapel and see the beautiful 

artwork depicting the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 

apostles and Our Lady and look up to see the dove 

suspended above the altar.  

Congratulations to our young parishioners who 

celebrated their First Confession and to Ethan, Arthur, 

Erin, Jaden, Jodie and our Keralan community children 

who received their First Holy Communion last week-

end. God bless you all and keep the faith.     

 

Corpus Christi, Sunday 19 June, is another great 

Solemnity in the life of the Church, celebrating and 

acknowledging the true presence of Jesus - body, blood, 

soul and divinity in the Eucharist. After 12.30pm Mass 

we will have a Eucharistic Procession, ending with 

Benediction, which will be a great witness of our faith. 

Light refreshments in the parish centre after. 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday 5th June 
Pentecost Sunday 
8am  Lee Holden RIP 
9.30am Matthew & Fay Turner Int. 
11am Arnold Persaud Anniv. 
12.30pm People of the Parish 
 
Monday 6th June 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 
8.30am Private Intention 
12noon Bernhard and Iris Carter RIP  
 
Tuesday 7th June 
Feria 
8.30am  No Mass  
12noon  John Lyons RIP  
 
Wednesday 8th June 
Feria 
12noon        Andrew & Anne Dyckhoff Ruby Wedding 
 
Thursday 9th June 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest  
12noon Abraham Pothen Anniv.  
 
Friday 10th June 
Feria 
6pm   Mr Zacharia & Mrs Bincy Joseph RIP 
 
Saturday 11th June   
St Barnabas, Apostle 
11am  Amelia Gabriel & Family Thanksgiving  
6pm  People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 12th June 
The Most Holy Trinity 
8am  Hamilton Gurne-Braden Int. 
9.30am People of Ukraine 
11am Mary Anne, Albert & Sheila Kemp RIP 
12.30pm David O’Brien Int. 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Private Intention 

 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & 

BENEDICTION 
 Tuesday 9 – 11.30am & Friday 8-10pm 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 8pm-10pm 
Saturdays – 11.30am & 5 - 5.30pm.  

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  

Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 
supply contact number when booking. 

 

 

Catechism Corner: Why do we need the Holy Spirit 
when we pray? Praying to God is only possible with God. 
It is not due to our efforts that our prayer reaches God. 
As Christians we have received the Spirit of Jesus who 
wholeheartedly yearned to be one with the Father; to be 
loving at all times, to listen to each other, to understand 
each other totally. The Holy Spirit is in us, and he is 
speaking through us when we pray. Basically prayer 
means that, from the depths of my heart, God speaks to 
God. The Holy Spirit helps our spirit to pray, hence we 
should say again and again, “Come, Holy Spirit, come and 
help me to pray”.  

The Life Ascending Group meet Tuesday after 

12noon Mass in the Parish Centre. Bring & Share Jubilee 

Lunch. Latest Journal and Newsletter for all.  Everyone 

is welcome to continue the Jubilee Celebrations. Contact 

Winnie Brady on 01923 334998 for more information. 

The Catholic Women's League Sarah Priestley, 
Curator, Watford Museum will give a talk on the History 
of Cassiobury House, in the Parish Centre on Tuesday 
14th June at 2pm.  Everyone is welcome. Refreshments 
provided. 

Relics of St Bernadette are coming to the UK and will 
be in Westminster Cathedral 3-5 September. A great 
spiritual boost. You may remember the visit of the relics 
of St Theresa of Lisieux back in 2009 when 95,000 
pilgrims made a visit to Westminster Cathedral. Hold the 
dates and we will organise a mini pilgrimage.     

Stewards needed for the Corpus Christi Procession. 
Please contact parish office. 

Parish Centre Someone needed to oversee hall 
bookings. Please contact parish office. 

Almighty God, we pray that your servant Elizabeth, 
our Queen, who, by your providence has received the 
governance of this realm, may continue to grow in every 
virtue, that, imbued with your heavenly grace, she may 
be preserved from all that is harmful and evil and being 
blessed with your favour may, with the royal family, 
come at last into your presence, through Christ, who is 
the way, the truth and the life and who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever. Amen 

Prayer Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your 
Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the 
face of the earth. 


