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_____________________________________________________________  

I know how sick you must feel of 
noise, and confusion and all the 

rest. Perhaps, too, when this passes, 
you will be left slack and empty, 
and depressed. That too is part of 
the bitter gift that has been given 

you, and  God will grant you to see 
the meaning of it, I am sure. Our 
faith demands of us that we find 

meaning in meaningless these days. 
It is not a source of unending 

comfort all the time. Those who 
claim that it is only tempt us 

against it. 

by 
Thomas Merton 

 
DONATE TO OUR PARISH 
 
You can now make your donations, 
weekly Mass offerings, and other 
contributions quickly and securely 
using the QR code provided. Simply 
scan the code with your 

smartphone to give at your convenience—anytime, 
anywhere. 

Your generosity helps sustain our church. Thank you for 
your continued faith and support. 

 

SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2026 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Sat 2nd Saint Athanasius, Bishop and doctor 
 8.30    Confession/Benediction/Adoration 
 09.15  Maryann McCarthy Birthday 
 18:00  Deacon Liam’s mother-in-law R.I.P 

Sun 3rd Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 09:00  Gladys Niciecka R.I.P anniv 
11:00  Kathleen McKenna R.I.P  

Mon 4th The English Martyrs 
 10:00   Simon Peter Menezes Anniv 

Tues 5th 09:15   Kathleen McKenna R.I.P 2nd anniv 
 Followed by Benediction + Adoration 

Wed 6th Church and Office Closed.  

Thurs 7th   10:00  Sheila Corkery R.I.P 

Fri 8th 09.15   Helen and Ronald Brown R.I.P 
 Followed by Exposition & Adoration 

Sat 9th 8.30    Confession/Benediction/Adoration 
 09.15  Soul of Alfredo Da Silva R.I.P anniv 
 18:00  Joe Naughton wellbeing  

Sun 10th Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 09:00  Giovani Ponzini R.I.P 
11:00  Simon Peter Menezes R.I.P anniv 

 
PRIEST TRAINING FUND - Supporting Future Priests 
This fund supports the formation of men who are 
responding to God’s call to serve as priests in our diocese. 

Your support helps make this formation possible. 
Envelopes are available at the back of the Church. 
Collections for this appeal will be taken this weekend 
2nd-3rd May. You may also donate via 
rcdow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund 
Please also continue to pray for vocations and for those 
currently in formation.

 
MARRIAGE BANNS – FIRST BANN 

I publish the banns of marriage between Elisa Paolacci 
and Gareth Evans to be held in Santa Maria Novella 
Church in Italy. I any of you know any reason as to why 
they may not marry each other, you are requested to 
declare it. 

 
ST HELEN’S 50–50 FUND 2026 
There is still time to sign up! If you haven't already, 
please think about joining - it costs 50p a week 
(beneficiaries, Macmillan & St Helen's) and there’s the 

chance of a cash prize for you every month 😊. 
Application forms at the back of the church/hall lobby.  

Thank you for your continued support.
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MARY’S MEALS 

This May, our parish is invited to join Mary’s Meals UK in 
their annual Pray in May campaign, praying for children 
worldwide who rely on a daily meal at school.  

Mary’s Meals UK has produced a range of free prayer 
resources, including bidding prayers, rosary reflections 
and a prayer calendar, suitable for use in Masses, 
services, parish groups, and personal prayer. These 
resources help us reflect on how prayer can lead to hope 
and practical action for those most in need: 
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/churches-
and-prayers/pray-in-may-resources 

 
USEFUL INFO 

Safe and Found Online 
Hertfordshire Constabulary have launched Safe and 
Found Online - a new online portal designed to assist in 
locating vulnerable missing people across the county. 
This includes individuals living with dementia and former 
members of the Armed Forces who may be at increased 
risk. 
Please access the website and add the details of 
someone you care about. 

 
Carers in Hertfordshire - Info Event in Borehamwood 
Focussing on the challenges of reduced health and 
mobilty, this is a free event for unpaid carers and the 
people they care for. It brings together social and health 
service providers and charities and offers the chance for 
people to talk personally with organisations about the 
support they may be able to provide. Refreshments are 
provided. 
Date: 23 April 10:00 to 12:00 
Location: Maxwell Community Centre, Maxwell Road, 
Borehamwood, WD6 1JJ 
  
Visit the website to book or contact 
contact@carersinherts.org.uk for more information.

 
DIARY OF EVENTS 

BRING AND SHARE 

Sunday, 3rd May we have a Bring & Share in the parish hall 
after 11:00 am Mass. Please drop in and wish Fr. Voy 
belated birthday wishes. All are welcome. 

ELECTIONS – 7TH MAY 2026 

The elections Mayor and Ward Councillors for Watford 
Borough Council will be held on Thursday 7th May 2026 
at St Helens Parish Hall.  

There will be no Tea and Coffee in the Parish hall after 
the 10am mass. 

PROCESSION OF OUR LADY OF WILLESDEN 

Procession of Our Lady of Willesden. The May procession 
will take place on Sunday May 10th at 3pm, and the 
Preacher will be Fr Nigel Woollen, Parish Priest of Our 
Lady of Victories, Kensington. The intention of the 
Procession is the Protection of London, and for Peace.  

Please do also make note of the October procession, 
which this year will be on Sunday October 18th at 7pm at 
which the Archbishop Richard will preach, and the 
Seminarians attend, as we pray for the gift of Vocations. 

ST JOAN OF ARC – CLASS OF 1967 REUNION  

 St Joan of Arc Convent School, Rickmansworth, 1967 
intake, reunion. We are now 70 or almost! Would you 
care to join school friends on 22 July 2026 for an 
afternoon event to be arranged in the 
Rickmansworth/Watford area, details yet to be finalised. 
Please contact, Margaret Fitzpatrick (nee Connolly) - 
maggiemayfitz56@gmail.com. Replies by 22 May 2026 
please. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:   
 
Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try Again. Fail again. 
Fail better. - Samuel Beckett 

 
Do not say a little in many words but a great deal in a 
few. - Pythagoras 
 
The main feature of weak people is the fear of saying what 
you think is right – L.Seneca 
 
Any fool can know. The point is to understand – Albert 
Einstein 
 
Unthinking respect for authority is the greatest enemy of 
truth – Alert Einstein. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION FOR 
Sunday 26th April 2026: Planned Giving: £75.98  

Loose Plate: £325.91 
Standing Orders/contactless/online  

for March: £3,593.00 
If you would like to set up a monthly 
Standing Order, our bank details are: 
HSBC Bank: WRCDT Watford North 

Sort Code: 40-05-20  Account No: 81263439 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 
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