
ST MARY MAGDALEN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

DECEMBER —MONTH OF   

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

3 DECEMBER 2017 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                         

YEAR B              

Presbytery 

Peter Avenue, Willesden Green, 
London, NW10 2DD 

Tel: 020 8451 4677 

rcdow.org.uk/parish/willesdengreen 

Facebook: St Mary Magdalen RC 
Church Willesden Green 

Parish Clergy 

Father Kevin Jordan                     
kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk 

Seminarian Tim Mangatal 
timmangatal@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Office 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk 

Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before   
  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am   
  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday: 7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who have died recently: Shelagh Theresa Bailey, Fr John Leahy, Jimmy Fitzpatrick, Willy Foley, 

Bill Foley  

Those who are sick: Sandra Ferreira, Belton Daroux, Milton Perera, Mary Hopkins, John Murphy,  

John Daroux, Iola Peters, Mrs Ellington, Mrs Gachette, Catherine Delsol, Pat Byrne 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Stephen Moriarty, Benedict Tugbobo,  

Cathy Kirwan, John & Margaret Murphy, Margaret Doherty, Brian McAlinden, Maureen Hennessy, Pat Liston 

The Long and the Short of  It 

Before visiting me here a priest friend from Norway was at Mount St Bernard's Abbey in 

Leicestershire. The retired abbot told him that while recently attending to his medical 

needs a carer asked, “Do you celebrate Christmas?” “Yes,” he replied. “But not yet.” 

Last year Christmas Day was on a Sunday so Advent was the maximum length possi-

ble—four whole weeks. This week it falls on a Monday and so Advent is the shortest it 

can possibly be—three weeks and the best part of one day. Of course, we wouldn't 

know it is Advent at all as Christmas decorations, adverts and songs have been a part of 

our background noise for the past month or more already. But that’s another story. 

The timing of Christmas this year means that there are two consecutive days of obliga-

tion when to deliberately miss Mass on either is a mortal sin. So we must attend Mass 

at 6:30pm on Saturday 23 December or on Sunday 24 December at 9:00am, 10:30am or 

12:00 noon. Then we must attend Mass on Monday 25 December at midnight, 9:00am, 

10:30am or 12:00 noon. You can do it—Christ hung on the cross for three hours for you. 

More importantly there is the spiritual understanding of Advent which looks back to the 

first coming of Christ at Bethlehem and looks to the future when Christ will come again. 

Thus we celebrate Christ becoming man and try to live our lives according to His teach-

ings. These teachings held when Christ left this earth because He remains with us in His 

Body which is the Church, particularly in the Sacraments. When Christ comes again, His 

presence will no longer be hidden behind the signs and symbols of the liturgy or the 

words of the Scriptures but revealed in all its fullness: and then He will judge our fitness 

to be with Him for eternity according to how faithful we have been to abiding by the 

ways He left us. In other words, have we done what His Church teaches? 

This is the real meaning of Advent: examining our loyalty to and involvement with 

Christ’s Body on earth, His Church. We are preparing for Christ's Second Coming and 

when He comes again, we must be awake and fully prepared through our faithfulness. 

If we haven't lived in the way the Christ-child asked us to when He grew up and as His 

Church still expects of us, we must go to Confession. And we should make more time for 

God—a weekday Mass, pop in for Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament or a prayer, 

come to the musical Holy Hour after 6:30pm Mass on Saturday 16 December or the 

Carol Concert on Sunday 17 December? Don’t delay. He is coming. Just not yet.  Fr Kevin 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: God of Hosts, bring us back; let Your face 

shine on us and we shall be saved.   

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, Your  

mercy and give us Your saving help. Alleluia!  

Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,920.32 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Christ the King Bring-and-Share afternoon. The parish council 

would like to thank everyone who was able to make it to 

the Christ the King Bring-and-Share afternoon on 26 November 

2017. It was a great afternoon with delicious food, wonderful 

entertainment and great friends. The afternoon exemplified not 

only the universality of Christ but also the amazing diversity in 

our community that makes our parish what it is. We would 

especially like to thank the amazing chefs, entertainers and 

helpers. It was their efforts that made the afternoon such a 

success and we hope everyone had a great time. 

Nursery, Infant, Primary School Priest’s Reference Forms. Please 

telephone the Parish Office, Tuesday to Friday, between 10:00am 

and 2:00pm, to arrange an appointment.  

Sidney Sussex College Choir, Cambridge will be singing during an 

Advent Holy Hour of readings and music in our church after 

6:30pm Mass on Saturday 16 December 2017. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to spend time in prayer before the Lord in 

preparation for His coming. A priest will also be available to hear 

confessions during that time. 

Children’s Nativity Play. This will take place as part of the Parish 

Carol Concert on Sunday 17 December 2017 at 3:30pm. We are 

looking for as many children as possible to take part in this 

wonderful event and all are welcome. We also need parents/

carers to help prepare the children for the play. Rehearsals will 

take place in the church on Friday 8 December and Friday 15 

December at 4:00pm. Please leave your details with the Parish 

Office if you can assist in any way. Thank you. 

St Mary Magdalen’s RC Junior School, Linacre Road NW2 5BB 

Christmas Fair takes place on Friday 8 December 2017 from 

5:00pm until 8:00pm featuring all your festive favourites: 

Christmas carols sung by the school choir, Santa’s Grotto, 

children’s games, BBQ, prize raffle, adult and children’s tombola, 

Christmas crafts, face painting, mulled wine, mince pies and 

much more. Come and sample the show-stoppers at the Great 

Mary Magdalen’s Bake-Off! 

Repository. Advent calendars, Advent candles, wreaths, cribs, 

Christmas cards, Mass bouquets, Christmas story books, Church 

art calendars, Westminster Year Book 2018, a wide selection of 

cards to suit all occasions and many other religious items are on 

sale now in the Repository. The Repository is open before and 

after all Sunday Masses, including the Saturday Vigil.      

   Parish Diary 

Monday  7:00pm  Prayer Group—Annexe 

Wednesday 8:00pm Pioneers—Annexe 

Thursday 7:15pm  Padre Pio Group—Annexe 

Friday 7:00pm Knights of Columba—Annexe 

Saturday 
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

‘The Feast London’ - a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of 

Jesus Family— Annexe 

Diocesan News 

The Life of a Swiss Guard: A Private View. Westminster Cathe-

dral is hosting an exhibition on the life of the Swiss Guards with  

images, uniforms and artefacts providing an insight into the life 

and vocation of the men who guard the Holy Father. The exhibi-

tion runs until 13 December in the chapels of St Patrick and St 

Andrew. Admission is free. Please see the poster at the back of 

the church.  

Prayer and Fasting for Life. On Thursday 7 December 2017, the 

vigil of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, please pray and 

fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia in this country. Your 

prayer and fasting is urgently needed and it really does save lives. 

Please also pray that buffer zones around abortion centres won’t 

be introduced. For information on the days of prayer and fasting 

please visit www.GoodCounselNetwork.com and seethe poster at 

the back of the church. 

St Rose’s Chapel and Prayer Garden, 160 Anson Road NW2 6BH, 

invite you to join them for a day’s reflection and prayer on the 

Advent Season on Saturday 9 December 2017 from 10:30am—

3:30pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Tea and Coffee provided. 

Ealing Abbey Choir. On Saturday 16 December 2017 at 7:30pm 

Ealing Abbey Choir will perform ‘Carols by Candlelight’: a se-

quence of music and readings for Christmas at Ealing Abbey. En-

try includes a programme and a festive reception after the con-

cert. At the end of the evening there will be a retiring collection 

to support the work of Caritas. Tickets are available on line at 

www.ealingabbeychoir.org.uk or by telephoning 0871 230 0010. 

Please also see the poster at the back of the church. 

The Future of Catholic Education. Do you support Catholic 

schools and the right of Catholics to send their children to them? 

Then we need you to make your voice heard. The Government is 

making a critical decision on whether to overturn the admissions 

cap which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all Catholic 

pupils to attend. They have acknowledged that this policy dis-

criminates against Catholics and promised to abandon it; now we 

need you to tell them not to U-turn on their promise to Catholics. 

Visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/ or type ‘Catholic Education’ in 

your search engine to write to the Government and urge them to 

drop their policy which bans new Catholic schools. 

http://www.GoodCounselNetwork.com
http://catholicnews.org.uk/

