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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before 
           morning Mass 

Saturday:     8:30am-9:30am 

  5:30pm-6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm-8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who have died recently: Fr Sean McWeeney, Nora Finnegan, Joseph McGrath 

Those who are sick: Joe Regan, Kathy Doyle, James Martin, Mary Maree, Luz Coogan 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Mary Doran, Michael Moore, Dennis Sheahan, 

James, Bridget & Anna Henry  

Those Baptised: Leo Art Barnes, Martha Blaithin Barnes 

Goodbye but not goodbye 

I wish you all goodbye - because the root of this word is a contraction of ‘God be with 

you’ [in Old English - God by ye] - and of course I do wish that ‘God be by you’ at all 

times; but in another sense I am not saying goodbye as I am not totally disappearing.  

Many have asked me when I will be ordained with the assumption that this is a fore-

gone conclusion. Yes, joining the seminary is a definitive moment in the discernment of 

a priestly vocation, but it is not the final one. As the name implies a vocation is a calling, 

which means a calling by someone else, obviously God, but it is mediated through his 

Church. I did feel that God was calling me, and on the evidence presented to the Cardi-

nal he has provisionally accepted this. But during my time in the seminary I need to con-

tinue to discern whether God is truly calling me to the priesthood. In addition and just 

as, if not more, importantly, the staff at the seminary will be getting to know me very 

well (which is one reason why I am required to live in) and in the process also discern 

whether I am being called to the priesthood. At the appropriate time a decision will be 

made on whether God has truly called me to the priesthood. Therefore I ask for your 

prayers both for myself as I continue my personal discernment, but also for the semi-

nary staff, as well as the other seminarians, that all correctly discern the will of God. 

This year Westminster has only two candidates joining the seminary. In the next 4 years 

over 30 priests will reach the retirement age of 75 and increasingly parish priests are 

now having to look after two churches. So we need to take Jesus’ words to heart: “The 

harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 

send out labourers into his harvest.” (Lk 10:2) It is important that we all pray for voca-

tions. But that reminds me of our recent parish mission where we were told about the 

importance of listening to God, for which we need some silence. How will we hear what 

God is calling us to do unless we first listen to him! It is not just priests and religious 

who have vocations, we all, by virtue of our baptism, have been called to be (using the 

words of Pope Francis) ‘Missionary Disciples’. All young men need to seriously ask God 

in prayer ’Are you calling me to the priesthood?’ But equally all the laity need to ask and 

listen to how God is calling them to exercise their ministry of bringing Christ to those 

they encounter in the reality of their secular lives.  

In the seminary there are holidays and days off, so I will be around intermittently. I will 

remember you in my prayers and I ask the same of you.  God bless. Deacon Michael 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: O Lord, you have been our refuge from one 

generation to the next. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I call you friends, says the 

Lord, because I have made known to you 

everything I have learnt from my Father. 

Alleluia! 

Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,720.09 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Tea and Welcomers’ Rotas are now available for collection from 

the rack in the Sacristy. We do need more volunteers on both 

rotas. Thank you if you have already volunteered. If you can help 

please give your details to Father Kevin or telephone the parish 

office on 020 8451 4677. Thank you. 

Fr Sean’s McWeeney’s funeral Mass (Father Sean formerly 

served here in our Parish at Willesden Green) will be offered on 

Thursday 8 September at 12:30pm at the Church of the English 

Martyrs, Goring Way, Goring-by-Sea, West Sussex, BN12 4UH. 

Cremation will follow at Worthing Crematorium at 2:20pm and Fr 

Sean’s ashes will be taken to Dublin for burial in due course. After 

the Funeral Mass there will be a Reception in ‘The Barn’ adjacent 

to the church. We pray that the soul of Fr Sean may rest in peace. 

Stitch Amazingly Sewing Workshop. Are you someone who 

would like to learn to be creative with fabrics and a sewing 

machine or are you even a budding fashion designer? Why not 

take that first step and join the Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshops at St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Church in Willesden 

Green. Places are limited. Sessions will be recommencing on 

Tuesdays from 27 September until 1 November 2016 at 7:00pm 

to 8:30pm and Saturdays from 1 October until 5 November 2016 

at 2.30pm to 4:00pm. If you would like to book for sessions, 

please visit the website at www.stitchamazingly.co.uk or 

telephone Glenda Brady on 07739 707 564 before 2 September, 

alternatively please email info@stitchamazingly.  

Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. In 

order that we can update our records, can all readers and 

extraordinary ministers please email the parish office at 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk with their up to date contact 

number and email address. Alternatively, you can telephone the 

parish office on 020 8451 4677 Tuesday to Friday 10:00am until 

2:00pm. Thank you in advance.   

   Parish Diary 

Monday 7:00pm 
Prayer Group meeting in the 

Annexe 

Wednesday 8:00pm 
Parish Council meeting in Clergy 

House 

Wednesday  8:00pm Pioneers meeting in the Annexe 

Thursday 7:15pm 
St Vincent De Paul Society meeting 

in the Annexe 

Friday 7:00pm 
Knights of St Columba meeting in 

the Annexe 

Saturday  
7:30pm– 

9:30pm 

Family of God Catholic Community 

(FGCC) - Charismatic Prayer and 

Praise in the Annexe  

Hail Holy Queen 

Hail, holy queen, mother of mercy! Hail our life, our sweetness, 

and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve, 

to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this 

vale of tears. Turn, then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of 

mercy toward us; and after this our exile show unto us the 

blessed fruit of thy womb Jesus; O clement, O loving, O sweet 

virgin Mary. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God that we may be 

made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Diocesan News 

St James' Catholic High School Open Evening for prospective 

parents and students for admission in September 2017 is being 

held on Tuesday 6 September 2016 at 6:00pm. The school’s  

address is Great Strand, Colindale, London NW9 5PE. For further 

details please telephone the school on 020 8358 2800 or visit the 

website at http://www.st-james.barnet.sch.uk.  

St Scholastica’s Retreat Open Day is on Saturday 17 September 

2016. The Retreat offers sheltered housing to practising Catholics 

aged 60 or over in 36 self-contained flats at £401pcm. For more 

information please see the poster at the back of the church or 

telephone the Warden, Rev Seán Duffy – Princes Risborough on 

(01844) 344437 or email info@stscholasticas.co.uk or visit the 

website at www.stscholasticas.co.uk. 

CAFOD Supporters Morning takes place on Saturday 17 Septem-

ber 2016 at 10:00am until 12noon at Oakwood, North London. 

CAFOD will be hosting a supporter’s information morning with a 

guest speaker who has first- hand knowledge of their work in 

Bolivia. Bolivia is the country they are focusing on this Harvest 

Fast Day. Come and hear how CAFOD is helping communities, 

thanks to your support. The meeting will take place at 10:00am at 

CAFOD Westminster Volunteer Centre, 1st floor, Catholic Church 

of Christ the King, 29 Bramley Road, London N14 4HE. Bookings 

can be taken by telephoning on 020 8449 6970 or emailing  

westminster@cafod.org.uk.      

Funeral Notice 

The Reception and Requiem Mass of the late  

Nora Finnegan of Litchfield Gardens will take place on Tuesday 6 

September 2016 at 11:00am followed by cremation at  

West London Crematorium at 12:45pm 

May she rest in peace 
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