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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before   
  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30pm—9:30am   
  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday: 7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who have died recently: Margaret ‘Ita’ O’Neill, Margaret Breen 

Those who are sick: Caroline Dolan, Winnie Ferguson 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Margaret Butlar, James Sheehan, Emmanuel 

’Gerry’ Prodano, Patrick Brendan Coogan      

Science, Faith and The Truth About Galileo. 

St Peter tells us that “we must always have a ready answer” for the reason we believe 

what we profess as Christians, and with the rise of Scientism, it would appear that our 

Catholic Faith has never been more difficult to defend than today. The reality is howev-

er that Faith and Science are not at odds at all, and over the course of the next year, I 

hope to provide you with the evidence and facts you will need to prove this. We will 

begin this month, with the role of the Church’s ‘unjust’ imprisonment of Galileo. 

The infamous case of Galileo as popularly understood is largely a myth. The story of the 

16th Century Astronomer that dared to stand against the Catholic Church for the sake 

of science and at the expense of his freedom is not an accurate one. Whilst it is certainly 

true that his public defence of the Copernican hypothesis (that the earth orbits the 

sun), was not welcomed by the Church, there was good reason for them to hold this 

view, considering the facts and the historical context.  

Cardinal St Robert Bellarmine, who originally summoned Galileo in 1616, did so because 

what he was teaching appeared to contradict a passage in Scripture that implied that 

the sun orbited the earth. At the same time, Science seemed to corroborate Scripture, 

as the mobility of the sun across the sky was apparent and not the mobility of the earth. 

Understandably Galileo was asked to cease teaching such a doctrine as fact. Bellarmine 

went on to say however that if conclusive contrary evidence could be provided then the 

Church would know not to interpret that passage of Scripture literally. As Galileo could 

not produce such evidence, he agreed to the Church’s request. However in 1633, after 

Bellarmine’s death, Galileo was brought to trial for reneging on his promise. Galileo 

eventually recanted, and as a result spent the remainder of his years under house arrest 

between his villa and the local palaces of the nobility and clergy—a far cry from the 

darkened tower prison cell often depicted by Discovery Channel and the like!  

It is also important to note that in light of the expert examination of the actual case 

documents by Fr Giacchi in 1944 we now know that the Church never officially declared 

Galileo’s views as heretical, but viewed them rather (in our modern terms) as a ‘touchy 

subject.’ No Pope ever infallibly condemned his teachings and since 1822 all prior re-

strictions have been removed. We can thus conclude that The Holy office decision was a 

just disciplinary action and not doctrinal.    Justin Osuji, Catechist 

This series—on the last Sunday of each month over a year—will summarize Justin’s the-

sis for the Diploma in Catechesis which he studied at the School of The Annunciation in 

Devon, funded by your contributions to Growing in Faith. Justin is one of the key cate-

chists in our parish involved particularly with Confirmation and Adult Formation.  



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: The Lord is close to all who call Him. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessings on the King who 

comes, in the name of the Lord! Peace in 

heaven and glory in the highest heavens! 

Alleluia!  

Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £2,004.61 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Newsletter/Order of Mass leaflet. Please take your newsletter 

home with you after Mass and share it with family and friends. 

Order of Mass leaflets should be returned to the racks either at 

the back of the church or in the side porch. Thank you. 

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place this weekend.  

Home Mission Sunday Collection last Sunday raised £301.08. The 

money received from this collection ensures that the Catholic 

Faith Centre is resourced and is able to respond to those who 

have questions about the Catholic faith. It is also possible to 

donate online at catholicnews.org.uk/home/donate. Thank you. 

Tea and coffee. You are welcome in the Annexe after the 

9:00am and 10:30am Masses when we will be serving drinks. Do 

take this opportunity to meet your fellow parishioners. 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2018. The first meetings 

for children and parents will be in the church on Monday 25 

September 2017 at either 5:30pm-6:30pm or 7:30pm– 8:30pm 

for First Holy Communion, and 7:00pm- 8:30pm on Tuesday 26 

September 2017 for Confirmation. We are also looking for 

volunteers to assist with our First Holy Communion programme 

and would encourage parents whose children are preparing for 

this Sacrament to consider putting themselves forward. 

Roman Catholic Secondary School and Sixth Form Applications. 

On 9, 10, 12, and 23 October 2017 Fr Kevin will be available to 

sign the Certificate of Catholic Practice for those who attend 

Mass here every week and have done so for some years. Newer 

parishioners should bring a letter from their previous parish. 

Please telephone the parish office this week between 10:00am 

and 2:00pm, Tuesday to Thursday, to make an appointment. 

   Parish Diary 

Monday 7:00pm Prayer Group—Annexe 

Monday 
5:30pm-

6:30pm 

First Holy Communion Class in 

church 

Monday  
7:30pm– 

8:30pm 

First Holy Communion Class in 

church 

Tuesday 7:00pm Confirmation Class in church 

Thursday 7:15pm SVP—Annexe 

Saturday  
11:00am-

1:00pm 

Stitch Amazingly Sewing 

Workshop—Annexe 

Saturday  
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

‘The Feast London’ - a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of 

Jesus Family— Annexe 

Diocesan News  

National Day of Prayer and Fasting For Life. On Thursday 28 Sep-

tember, the Vigil of the Feast of St. Michael, please pray and fast 

for the end of abortion and euthanasia in this country. Your pray-

er and fasting is urgently needed. For information on the days of 

‘Prayer and Fasting’ please visit www.goodcounselnetwork.com. 

Please see the poster at the back of the church. 

Love Heals Body Mind and Spirit Team invite you to come to a 

one day retreat of quiet reflection on Saturday 30 September 

2017 from 11:00am—5:00pm at The Catholic Church of our Lady 

of the Assumption & St Gregory, Warwick Street, Piccadilly, W1F 

9JR. Please bring your own lunch (tea and coffee available). For 

full details please email lovehealsbodymindspirit@gmail.com or 

telephone Eileen or David Brum on 020 8542 2476 or see the 

poster at the back of the church. 

Torchlit Procession in Honour of Our Lady of Willesden, led by 

Bishop John Wilson, will take place on Sunday 8 October at 

7:00pm from the Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden, 1 Nicoll Road, 

London NW10 9AX. All are welcome. For more details please see 

the poster at the back of the church. 

Mental Health Awareness for Pastoral Ministry. ‘How to take 

care of my own mental and emotional well-being and how to 

offer support to others’ with Mgr Malachy Keegan. This course 

will describe ways of ensuring mental and emotional well-being 

for yourself and others. The course will also identify states of mild 

and serious disorders. It will offer insights into how these states 

develop and how they can be handled in order to heal and bring 

new healthy life. The course will be of value to anyone who works 

with people. It will be of special value to anyone who is involved 

with people suffering trauma and loss. The course could be de-

scribed as 'How to be a Wounded Healer.' The course takes place 

on Wednesday 18 October 2017 from 10:00am—3:00pm at the 

Niland Conference Centre, 93 Elstree Rd, Bushey WD23 . Suggest-

ed donation is £14.00. 

Funeral Notice 

The Reception of the body of the late Margaret ‘Ita’ O’Neill  

formerly of Windsor Road will take place on  

Thursday 28 September 2017 at 7:00pm and the Requiem Mass 

will take place on Friday 29 September 2017 at 11:30am 

 followed by burial at  

Paddington Old Cemetery at 1:00pm. 

May she rest in peace 
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