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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before  
   morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am 

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm—8:00pm  

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who are sick: Lasantha Gomes, John Thornton   

Those who have died recently: Robert Castorena, Connie Edwards , Pauline Quinn 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Bridget Mulhern, Michael Barrett, Ana Rita Henriques, 

Danjoe & Sheila Riordan, Mary Aranda Pacheco 

Those Baptised: Ronin Patrick Bedeau-Chandler 

Excess Baggage 

Apart from the fact that it means my significant-other can come with me, another of 

the joys of going on holiday in the car is that I can take whatever I like. This is a far cry 

from being in the Army when I was once lambasted by a platoon sergeant for packing a 

large tube of toothpaste because it was better value than a small one. The maxim, 

“Every ounce counts” is now burned into my psyche, a fact to which Deacon Michael 

can testify given his years in the Senior Service. 

In today’s readings we are presented with a rich man who is a good Jew at heart. In-

deed having wealth and material goods was a sign in the Old Testament of God’s favour 

and blessing. But because he would only give insofar as it would not be any inconven-

ience to himself Christ challenges him to share the insecurity to which the Son of God 

has committed himself—to travel light and not be held back by unnecessary clutter 

such as wealth, power and status which can generate a false sense of security. The 

young man’s response is unique to any of Christ’s callings in the Gospels—he walks 

away devastated at his inability to make a sacrifice and so become a disciple. 

At this point we switch off because Christ does not ask us to embrace such absolute 

poverty and indeed which of us is so flush these days as to be able to give without it 

hurting. But we switch off at our peril for as the letter to the Hebrews says, “The Word 

of God cuts more finely than any double edged sword.” Every Word. Listen to the proc-

lamation of the Gospel—it is only right at the end of the encounter that we discover 

that this man was “a man of great wealth.” It is almost an afterthought. 

This inherently good individual has asked to go beyond the functionality of obeying the 

Law because he recognises in himself the potential to live a more deeply Christian life. 

Thus, what Christ does is locate not the riches as the problem per se, but that there is a 

“thing” which prevents him from following Christ more closely. In each of our lives 

there is something which can dominate, something over which we are powerless and 

which can make our lives overly selfish and somewhat unmanageable. Christ wishes us 

to identify this and subtly points us towards it—it is down to us to humbly ask him to 

remove this shortcoming which makes us walk away from Him sad and downcast. 

Emeritus Pope Benedict says in Caritas in Veritate: “The world of affluence runs the risk 

of *developing+ a conscience that can no longer distinguish what is human. God reveals 

man to himself; reason and faith work to demonstrate what is good, provided we want 

to see it. The natural law reveals our wretchedness insofar as we fail to recognise the 

call to moral truth.”  As Hebrews says, “No created thing can hide from Him; everything 

is uncovered.” So, identify what makes you go away sad and leave it behind.       Fr Kevin 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: Fill us with Your love that we may rejoice. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are You, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing the 

mysteries of the Kingdom to mere children.  

Alleluia! 

 Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £2,048.97 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Tea and coffee. Please come into the Annexe after the 9:00am 

and 10:30am Masses when we will be serving tea and coffee. 

Everyone is most welcome.     

Secondary School, Priest’s Reference Forms. If you have not 

already done so, please telephone the Parish Office, Tuesday to 

Friday, 10:00am and 2:00pm, to arrange an appointment.  

Magdala the parish magazine will be on sale after all Masses next 

weekend. Articles include Fr Prasad's farewell, and 'What should 

we do with ashes after cremation’?  There are also photos from 

our schools summer fairs, including Fr Kevin in the stocks! 
Annual Pioneer Rally takes place on Sunday 18 October 2015 

commencing with Mass at St Agnes Church, 35 Cricklewood Lane, 

NW2 1HR, at 3:00pm, followed by a social and buffet. Admission 

is £10. For enquiries and tickets please telephone 020 8459 6952.    

Adult Faith Formation program—‘The Mystery of God’. Atheism  

is on the rise and people like Richard Dawkins and Christopher 

Hitchens vigorously attack belief in God as irrational or 

dangerous. The so-called New Atheism has attracted millions of 

young people thanks to bestselling books such as ‘The God 

Delusion’ and ‘God Is Not Great’.  How should we respond? How 

can we turn the tide of secularism and draw people back to God?  

Deacon Michael will be showing a new six-part film series and 

study program by Fr. Robert Barron. Using the insights of St. 

Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, Pope Benedict XVI, we will 

uncover a clear yet sophisticated understanding of what we 

mean by “God". Who is God? And why does he matter? All are 

invited to this series, which starts on Monday 19 October 2015 at 

7:00pm. We will not only learn the answers ourselves, but 

discover how to share them with others - especially those who no 

longer believe.  There is an optional study guide accompanying 

this program (cost $25 – about £16), and if you wish to buy this 

please give your name to Deacon Michael so that it can be 

ordered in advance. Full details of the series and a sample lesson 

from the study guide can be found on our parish website at 

rcdow.org.uk/parish/willesdengreen under the ‘Events’ menu. 

Stitch Amazingly Sewing Workshop. Are you someone who 

would like to learn to be creative with fabrics and a sewing 

machine or are you even a budding fashion designer? Why not  

join Stitch Amazingly’s sewing workshops at St Mary Magdalen’s 

Catholic Church in Willesden Green. New sessions will be running 

on Tuesdays from 20 October until 24 November 2015 from 

7:00pm to 8:30pm and Saturdays from 31 October until 5 

December 2015 from 2.30pm to 4:00pm. If you would like to 

know more, contact Glenda Brady on 07739 707 564 or visit the 

website at info@glendaluke.co.uk. 

St Mary Magdalen’s Wednesday Club ‘Bring and Buy’ sale will 

take place on Wednesday 21 October 2015,  1:30pm to 3:00pm in 

order to raise funds. There will also be a raffle and refreshments. 

The club is held at Kings Hall, Harlesden Road NW10. All are 

welcome. 

Diocesan News 

St Rose’s Chapel and Prayer Garden, 160 Anson Road, Crickle-

wood. During the month of October, every Thursday, from 

7:00pm to 8:00pm, there will be adoration, reflection and prayer 

for the Synod on the Family and for refugees. Please come and 

pray for these very important intentions during the month of the 

Rosary. Also, from Monday to Friday during the week all are wel-

come to morning prayer at 8:00am and evening prayer at 

6:00pm. Evening prayer on Sunday is at 5:30pm. 

“Ministering Mercy” is the theme of a “Come and See” retreat 

day on Saturday 24 October 2015 (at Allen Hall seminary) for men 

(aged 18+) who are discerning a calling to the priesthood. It is 

essential to register in advance. For more information contact Fr 

Graham at grahamstokes@rcdow.org.uk. Please also see the 

poster at the back of the church. 

Monteverdi Vespers. Westminster Cathedral Choir and The Eng-

lish Cornett & Sackbut Ensemble, conducted by Martin Baker, will 

present Monteverdi's Vespers of 1610 in Westminster Cathedral 

on Wednesday 11 November 2015 at 7:30pm. Tickets are availa-

ble from the Cathedral Gift Shop, priced £10-£50, or from 

www.ticketmaster.co.uk or telephone 0844 844 0444. 

Divine Mercy Apostolate run by the Marian Fathers is organizing 

a ‘Divine Mercy Pilgrimage’ to the Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, 

Ireland, Friday 13 November till Tuesday 17 November 2015. 

Package includes: return flights with Aer Lingus from Gatwick, 

half board, 4 nights accommodation in en suite twin rooms, hand 

luggage only (10 kg). For more information please contact the 

Divine Mercy Apostolate, Marian Fathers at 1 Courtfield Gardens, 

London W13 0EY or telephone 020 899 80925 or email  

info@divinemercy.org.uk.  Please also see the poster at the back 

of the church. 

 Parish Diary 

Monday  7:00pm 
Prayer Group meeting in the 

Annexe 

Tuesday 
7:00pm-

8:30pm 

Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshop in the Annexe 

Wednesday 
5:00pm- 

6:00pm 

Post—Confirmation Group for 

girls meeting in the Annexe 

Saturday 
2:30pm-

4:00pm 

Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshop in the Annexe 
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