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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before  
   morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am 

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm—8:00pm  

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who have died recently: John McLarnon, Honor Joyce 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Michael Brady, Mary Langan , Bernie Redmond, 

Francis Benoit, Michael Doyle, Delia Peltier 

Those Baptised: Andria Angel Fernando Peduru Hewage, Yethum Dulmin Markavitage  

The new wine of the New Covenant  

The account of Jesus changing gallons of water into wine at the wedding in Cana is very 

familiar to us and can elicit the immediate reaction of ‘Ahhh, isn’t that nice, Jesus made 

sure the wedding party went well with plenty of wine’. But such a reaction misses the 

point of why John, who is the only gospel writer to tell us about this event, includes this 

miracle in his gospel. John realises that this miracle points to something much deeper 

than just saving the embarrassment of a newly-wed couple, by telling us: ’This was the 

first of the signs given by Jesus…’   

Unfortunately the Gospel passage we read today does not include the four opening 

words which are present in the biblical text; ‘On the third day there was a wedding at 

Cana…..’.  What is the significance that it was on the third day?  We should ask where 

else do we hear ‘On the third day’?  Then we have the strange reply that Jesus gives to 

his mother when she tells him about the problem; “Woman …. My hour has not yet 

come”. What is this hour that Jesus is talking about? I hope you recall that in the Apos-

tles Creed, we say “On the third day he rose again from the dead.” And in the final pray-

er that Jesus makes before leaving the Last Supper to go to the Garden of Gethsemane, 

his opening words are: “Father, the hour has come;…” (Jn 17:1) So John is making sure 

that we link this miracle at Cana to the Paschal Mystery (Jesus’ hour) i.e. the death, res-

urrection and ascension of Our Lord. 

But how do gallons of wine at a marriage feast make this link? In Isaiah’s prophesy fore-

telling the coming of the messiah he states that the Lord will make a feast of choice 

wines (Is 25:6) and the prophet Amos that: ‘the mountains shall drip sweet wine’ (Am 

9:14) So the abundance of wine will be a sign associated with the coming of the Messi-

ah. In many places Jesus uses the image of marriage and he refers to himself as the 

bridegroom and we (the church) as his bride. John is given a vision of heaven and in that 

vision he hears the angel say: “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper 

of the Lamb.” (Rev 19:9) Words that we hear before every Holy Communion: “Behold 

the Lamb of God ….. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.”  

So we can take comfort from today’s gospel that not only does Jesus care about our 

material needs here on earth, but also that God wants to marry us. In the same way 

that at marriage ‘the two become one flesh’ so in heaven we will be ‘one flesh’ with 

Christ, but just as exciting is that now on this earth at Holy Communion we too can 

begin to become one flesh with Christ, and experience this as a foretaste of the full real-

ity that we hope to experience after our death in heaven.   Deacon Michael 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all 

the peoples. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Your words are spirit, Lord, 

and they are life: you have the message of 

eternal life. Alleluia! 

 Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,935.70 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Right Reverend Mark O’Toole, Bishop of Plymouth has written 

to express how much he enjoyed returning to the parish of 

Willesden Green to celebrate Mass here last Saturday. Prayer 

cards from Bishop Mark are available on the table at the back of 

the church.   

First Holy Communion Catechists. If you have not already done 

so please collect a worksheet and books you will require for the 

first First Holy Communion session from the rack in the Sacristy.  

New readers rotas are available from the rack in the Sacristy. 

Tea and coffee. You are welcome in the Annexe after the 9:00am 

and 10:30am Masses when we will be serving drinks. Do take this 

opportunity to meet your fellow parishioners. 

St Mary Magdalen’s Wednesday Club re-opens on Wednesday 

20 January 2016 at 1:30pm. New members are always welcome. 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) annual 

collection takes places after all Masses next weekend. 

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place next weekend.  

Magdala Magazine would like to receive articles from 

individuals, parish groups, schools etc. for their next issue in 

February. Crossword puzzles, poems, stories are always welcome, 

and also accounts of places you have visited on holiday or 

pilgrimage, including photographs. It is your magazine so we 

would like to hear from you. Please email  your articles to 

magdalamagazine1@gmail.com or post through the Presbytery 

door marked ‘Parish Magazine’.   

Diocesan News 

Divine Mercy Apostolate. As we are celebrating the Jubilee ‘Year 

of Mercy’ the Divine Mercy Apostolate run by Marian Fathers is 

organising a‘ Divine Mercy Retreat’ on Saturday 30 January 2016 

from 10:00am - 4:00pm at St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, 

Westminster Bridge Road, Camberwell, London SE1 7HY. For fur-

ther information please contact the Divine Mercy Apostolate, 

Marian Fathers, 1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY, tele-

phone 020 8998 0925, email at info@divinemercy.org.uk or visit 

the website at www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk.  Please also 

see the poster at the back of the church.  

Westminster Youth Ministry. On 6 February the youth service 

hosts an ‘Arts Day’ at the Art Studios in Wapping. The day will 

help young people, aged 14-20 years old to develop their skills, 

be inspired by works of past artists and learn how to use their 

artistic talents to glorify God. The day runs from 10:00am – 

4:00pm and will be led by talented artists, Alice Robertson and 

Marie-Louise Van Spyk. The day is free of charge. For further in-

formation and to confirm your attendance email  

callummoore@rcdow.org.uk or visit the website at http://

dowym.com/events/. Please also see the poster at the back of 

the church. 

 Parish Diary 

Monday 
5:30pm—

6:30pm 

First Holy Communion class at St 

Mary Magdalen’s Junior School 

Monday 7:00pm 
Prayer Group meeting in the 

Annexe 

Tuesday 
7:00pm—

8:30pm 

Confirmation class at St Mary 

Magdalen’s Junior School 

Tuesday 
7:00pm—

8:30pm 

Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshop in the Annexe 

Saturday 
2:30pm—

4:00pm 

Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshop in the Annexe 

Bidding Prayers 

During the ‘Year of Mercy’ the Cardinal has requested that we say 

the ‘Hail Holy Queen’ prayer after the bidding prayers instead of 

the ‘Hail Mary’: 

Hail, holy queen, mother of mercy! 

Hail our life, our sweetness, and our hope! 

To thee do we cry, poor banished 

children of Eve, to thee do we send 

up our sighs, mourning and weeping 

in this valley, of tears. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

thine eyes of mercy toward us; and 

after this our exile show unto us the 

blessed fruit of thy womb Jesus; 

O clement, O loving, O sweet virgin Mary. 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 

that we may be made worthy of the 

promises of Christ. 

Amen. 

Funeral Notice 

The Reception and Requiem Mass of the late John Patrick  

McLarnon of Dewsbury Road will take place on Thursday 21  

January 2016 at 11:00am followed by burial at St Mary’s Catholic 

Cemetery Kensal Green at 12:30pm  

May he rest  in peace 
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