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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before  
   morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am 

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm—8:00pm  

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who are sick: Bridget Donnellan, Anthony McCormack 

Those who have died recently: Mary Moore, Betty Ellis, Ana Francisca Texeira 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Eric & Stanley Lindford, Patrick & Mary French, Michael 

Daisy, Kevin Hennessy, Mary Carroll, Frances Delaney, Pat Conneally 

Doppelgänger 

My cousin Paddy carries a heavy burden through life: not only are we the same age but 

we look almost identical. When our grandmother died, the rector of the seminary told 

me to wear a clerical collar for the funeral. In the funeral parlour the night before the 

Mass, people filed past expressing their sympathy. Paddy—who was well-known to the 

locals—wasn’t there when it began and one mourner reaching Paddy’s eldest sibling  

pointed back towards me and said, “Why is your brother in fancy dress?”  

Expressing our sympathy for the grieving is important—it is one of the corporal works of 

mercy. In addition, funeral Masses are also about giving thanks to God for the life of the 

one who has died and thanking Him for the “blessings He bestowed upon *them+ in this 

life” (Order of Christian Funerals 279). While these two tasks are carried out by people 

of all faiths and none, as Christians, and Roman Catholics in particular, we have an addi-

tional role to play which is to pray for the repose of the soul of the one who has died.  

This has become an unfashionable thing to say in some quarters. We would much ra-

ther simply believe that so-and-so has gone to Heaven and indeed this may well be 

true. But join with me in considering the last 24 hours in our lives for a moment. I am 

sure that none of us have murdered someone or embezzled vast quantities of money 

from our employers nor committed adultery. Given these facts we can probably rest 

assured that if anyone delivers a eulogy or tribute at our funerals it would be right to 

describe us as kind, generous, popular and a generally good individual. However, the 

question remains were we always perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect? 

When we weren't this is a sin, either a failure to love God as He deserves or to love our 

neighbour as ourselves. While any sin can be forgiven it does leave a scar on the soul 

which takes time to be erased. For this, there is Purgatory where in the words of Emeri-

tus Pope Benedict, souls are perfectly at peace, assured of salvation, beyond sin and its 

punishments but not yet perfected. They are souls in love with us and with God, good 

people becoming perfected in that love. Hence we pray for them, that they requiescat 

in pace, may rest in peace, a request, a prayer, not an instruction. As Pope Benedict 

continues, “Such prayers are a gift from God which allows us to share in His work of 

bringing people to perfection. Such prayers are a special gift from God, a great Divine 

courtesy, but also a great responsibility on our part.” And what better prayer than the 

Mass, the sacrifice given to us by God through which those very sins are washed away. 

So enclose the names of your loved ones with your offering and four times a week in 

November Mass will be said for them. We are in good company for St Thomas More—

”Pray for me and I shall pray for thee that we may meet merrily in Heaven.”  Fr Kevin 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: What marvels the Lord worked for us!  

Indeed we were glad. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the light of the world, 

says the Lord, anyone who follows Me will 

have the light of life. Alleluia! 

 Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £2,158.55 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place this weekend.  

Tea and coffee. Please go into the Annexe after the 9:00am and 

10:30am Masses when we will be serving tea and coffee. 

Everyone is most welcome.    

Nursery, Infant, Primary and Secondary School, Priest’s 

Reference Forms. Please telephone the Parish Office, Monday to 

Friday, 10:00am to 2:00pm, to arrange an appointment.  

Sick and Retired Priests’ Collection takes place after all Masses 

next weekend. 

Cemetery Blessings. Carpenders Park, Sunday 1 November at 

2:00pm; St Mary’s & Kensal Rise, Sunday 1 November at 2:00pm; 

Milespit Hill, Saturday 7 November at 2:00pm; Clamp Hill, Sunday 

8 November, lower cemetery 2:30pm, upper cemetery 3:00pm,; 

Hendon, Sunday 8 November at 2:00pm; Willesden New, Sunday 

8 November 2:00pm; Alperton, Saturday 14 November at 

2:00pm. 

All Souls’ Day will be celebrated on Monday 2 November 2015 

with Masses at 9:30am and 6:30pm. 

Remembrance Sunday, 8 November 2015. The 12 Noon Mass 

will be a Solemn Requiem for the Fallen in all conflicts since the 

outbreak of the First World War.  

First Holy Communion and Confirmation Candidates. In 

preparation all children due to receive First Holy Communion 

(currently year three and above) and make their Confirmation 

(currently year nine and above) next year (2016) will need their 

original or a new Baptism certificate. Confirmation sponsors will 

also need to provide a copy of their Confirmation certificate and 

evidence of Mass attendance from their Parish Priest.   

Parish Newsletter. Any notices for the weekly Sunday newsletter 

should be given to the Parish Office by Thursday noon. Thank you 

for your kind cooperation.  

Diocesan News 

Love Heals Body Mind and Spirit Team welcome you to come to 

a one day retreat of quiet reflection, rosary, talk based on scrip-

ture, Christian meditation, healing prayers, and blessed adora-

tion. Reconciliation at 5:00pm, Mass at 6:00pm on Saturday 31 

October 2015 from 11:00am – 5:00pm at The Catholic Church of 

our Lady of Assumption & St Gregory, Warwick Street, Piccadilly, 

W1F 9JR. Nearest Tube Station: Piccadilly Circus, exit 2. Please 

see the poster at the back of the church. 

Faith Formation for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

and for parish readers. Faith formation for extraordinary minis-

ters takes place on Thursday 5 November 2015, 7:00pm to 

8:30pm and for parish readers on Thursday 19 November 2015, 

7.00pm-8.30pm at The Niland Centre, 93 Elstree Rd, Bushey, 

Hertfordshire WD23 4EE. Facilitators are Sr Anne Walsh OP and 

Karen Marguerite d’Artois OP. Please book your place by emailing 

livingfaith@rcdow.org.uk or telephone 020 7931 6078. 

New Bible Studies beginner/intermediate level at The Church of 

the Transfiguration,1 Wrentham Avenue, Kensal Rise NW10 3HT. 

The sessions will run on Thursdays from the 5 November 2015 

until 10 December 2015 at 7:30pm—8:30pm in the Newman 

room. The first half of the Book of Genesis will be covered. For 

further information please email nalininathan@rcdow.org.uk.  

Can you help prisoners & their families? You are invited to come 

& see the opportunities for you to volunteer to help those in pris-

on, prisoners’ families, and ex-offenders on Saturday 14 Novem-

ber 2015 10:00am—2:30pm in Westminster Cathedral Hall. The 

Catholic prison charity PACT (Prison Advice & Care Trust ) works 

in several prisons across London and relis heavily on volunteers 

to help those in need.  For more information email prison-

sweek2015@prisonadvice.org.uk or call 020 3031 6953. 

Music Scholarship. Teenagers with a love for music are encour-

aged to apply for a 2016 Music Scholarship with Westminster 

Youth Ministry. This is the second year of the excellent scholar-

ship programme. More details and an application form can be 

found at http://dowym.com youth@rcdow.org.uk. Applications 

by 4 December 2015. 

Youth Mass. There is to be a Youth Mass at St Aloysius Parish, 

Centre for Youth Ministry, Euston on 11 December 2015, starting 

at 7:00pm. Teenagers and young adults from across the diocese 

are invited to join the celebration as we enter the Year of Mercy. 

Mass will be followed by some social time and food. Please join.  

For more information please visit http://dowym.com.  

 Parish Diary 

Monday  7:00pm 

Prayer Group meeting / ‘The 

Mystery of God’ DVD course in 

the Annexe 

Tuesday 
7:00pm-

8:30pm 

Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshop in the Annexe 

Thursday 
5:00pm- 

6:00pm 

Post—Confirmation Group for 

girls meeting in the Annexe 

Saturday 
2:30pm-

4:00pm 

Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshop in the Annexe 
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