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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before   
  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am   
  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday: 7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who have died recently: Patrick Allen, Margaret Meher 

Those who are sick: Tim Ryan, Elfreide Singleton, Tom Kinhan, Mary Hopkins, Augusto Pesqueira, Sandra 

Fereira 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Murial & George Wilson, Timothy Clifford, Bill 

Mawn, Roisin Rodden, Sean Higgins  

Go On, Go On, Go On! 

Investment is always a risk; whether this is time, money, energy and even our faith! In 

today’s Gospel we hear of the Master, who on His way abroad entrusts His property to 

His servants. He bequeathed to one—five talents, to another—three talents and to the 

last—one talent in proportion to their ability. The first servant doubled his investment 

as did the second. However the third servant who was entrusted with one was over-

come with fear and buried his talent thus failing even to yield interest. The Master’s 

reaction to His servant’s initiative or lack thereof does not come as a surprise, indeed if 

we were in similar circumstances, many of us would express the same disappointment.  

This Sunday is World Day of the Poor and our Holy Father Pope Francis reminds us of 

the importance to help the poorest of our brethren both nationally and globally. As 

members of Christ’s body we must strive to be people of compassion, indeed the very 

word itself means ‘to suffer with’ ‘cum passio’. Our mission must be proactive; not 

merely nice words or good intentions thus we must become men and women of action! 

If we understand ‘talents’ to mean our faith then we can appreciate the importance of 

investing it in the hope that it produces interest. Our faith is a gift from God and alt-

hough we are fortunate to ‘possess it’ we do not ‘own it’: thus we are responsible for 

sharing it with the world (Mk 16:15).  

In order to truly evangelise we must freely and fearlessly give away our faith in the 

hope that it will grow and spread throughout the world. When we, like the servant en-

trusted with one talent, bury our faith in the secrecy of our hearts, endeavouring to 

‘keep it safe’, we fail in our universal Christian mission of preaching the good news to 

everyone and so by ‘privatising’ our faith run the risk of losing it.  

How then do we invest our faith? We do so by sharing it anywhere and everywhere, for 

example in our workplace, in the coffee shop, at the hospital, in the supermarket, in our 

homes, in our schools, on the bus, on the tube. Something as small as wearing a crucifix 

or saying grace before meals when we dine out are ways in which we share our faith. 

Other ways include almsgiving, volunteering for charities, assisting at soup kitchens or 

simply giving a cup of coffee to a person in need on the way home from work. Some-

times it is often the smallest things that make the biggest difference.  

He who is kind to the poor, lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his deed. (Prov 

19:17). But many are poor spiritually too and to share our faith is our common voca-

tion—find out how in the Annexe after 6:30pm Mass on Sunday. Go on. Seminarian Tim  



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: O blessed are those who fear the Lord.   

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Even if you have to die, 

says the Lord, keep faithful, and I will give 

you the crown of life. Alleluia!  

Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,796.08 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Sick and Retired Priests Collection 2017. The clergy of the 

Diocese thank everyone who donated to the Sick and Retired 

Priests’ Fund Collection last weekend. To date we have collected 

a wonderful £1,839.26. It is not too late to make a donation if you 

wish. Donation leaflets are available at the back of the church, or 

by contacting the Parish Office. You can also donate online at 

www.rcdow.org.uk/donations.This important collection helps 

cover the financial expenses of priests who are sick or retired in 

the Diocese of Westminster. Thank you for your prayers and 

support for all our Catholic priests, and especially for those 

concluding a lifetime of service to the Church.  

St Mary Magdalen Parish Special Needs Group would like to 

thank all those who supported the ‘Race Night’ last Saturday 

evening. A particular thank you to all at the ‘Willesden Working 

Men’s Club’, Villiers Road who hosted the event and showed us 

such kindness and generosity. The ‘Race Night’ raised the  

magnificent sum of £837 which will be used to pay for a 

Christmas lunch and gifts for people in and around the parish 

with learning disabilities.  

Is The Lord Calling You? Canon Stuart Wilson and his vocations 

team will be here today, Sunday 19 November 2017. Mass will be 

celebrated at 6:30pm at which one of the seminarians will 

speak. If you are interested in the whole topic of vocation there 

will be a meeting after Mass in the Annexe when you can learn 

more. If you have any questions beforehand then please call 

Canon Stuart on 020 7349 5620 or see the poster  at the back of 

the church. You are never too old nor too young to think about 

priesthood and it is good to consider all the options for our lives. 

Nursery, Infant, Primary School Priest’s Reference Forms. Please 

telephone the Parish Office, Tuesday to Friday, between 10:00am 

and 2:00pm, to arrange an appointment.  

Patrick Allen RIP. The Reception and Funeral Service of the late 

Patrick Allen  of Canterbury Terrace will take place on Tuesday 21 

November 2017 at 12:15pm at the Sacred Heart church, Quex 

Road, Kilburn NW6 4PS. Burial will follow at Paddington Old 

Cemetery at 1:30pm. May he rest in peace. 

Requiem Mass St Mary’s Chapel, Kensal Green. Father Kevin will 

be celebrating a Requiem Mass on 25 November 2017 at 12 noon 

at St Mary’s Chapel, Kensal Green for all the loved ones of 

parishioners who are buried there, in Kensal Rise Cemetery, and 

in the West London Crematorium Gardens.   

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place next weekend.  

Sunday 26 November, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe. To celebrate the universality of Christ, His Church and 

our parish please come to the 12 noon Mass in your nation’s 

traditional costume. The bidding prayers will also celebrate our 

diversity so give your name to Father Kevin or Tim if you would 

like to read one in your language and they will give you a prayer 

   Parish Diary 

Monday  7:00pm  Prayer Group—Annexe 

Thursday  7:15pm SVP—Annexe 

Saturday 
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

‘The Feast London’ - a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of 

Jesus Family— Annexe 

in English to translate. Afterwards there will be an international 

bring-and-share lunch in the school hall of St Mary Magdalen's 

Catholic Junior School – please sign up on the lists for bringing 

food at the back of the church this weekend and if you would be 

able to assist at any time before, during and after the event. Also 

bring some CDs and maybe teach some traditional steps! Come 

and mark the wonderful diversity of our parish and enjoy a meal 

with friends. 

World Day of the Poor Sunday 19 November—Christmas gifts 

for prisoners' children. In his message for the first ‘World Day of 

the Poor’, celebrated on 19 November this year, Pope Francis 

asks all of us, whatever our means or background, to unite in 

love, in acts of service to one another, and in genuine encounter. 

Pope Francis hopes the day can “become a powerful appeal to 

our consciences as believers, allowing us to grow in the 

conviction that sharing with the poor enables us to understand 

the deepest truth of the Gospel”. As a suggested parish initiative  

Caritas Westminster are working with two charities who support 

prisoners and their families to provide Christmas gifts for 

prisoners' children, as if from the imprisoned parent. They are 

asking parishes and others if they would like to do this, with 

people pledging to buy a gift costing £5-10 for a child, which is 

then returned, via the parish/Caritas to the charity. Where 

possible the gifts will then be given to the children by their parent 

at "family days" during December, which are organised in the 

prison visitor centres by the chaplains. Other gifts will be posted, 

ideally with a gift tag and message from the parent. If you’d like 

to take part please sign the list at the back of the church today 

stating your name and contact details and how many gifts you 

could pledge. Once we have this information Caritas will then 

send us a list of names and ages of children, and some guidance 

around an appropriate gift to purchase. Gifts would need to be 

bought and returned to the parish by the 26 November 2017.  

Repository. Advent calendars, Advent candles, wreaths, cribs, 

Christmas cards, Mass bouquets, Christmas story books, church 

art calendars, a wide selection of cards to suit all occasions and 

many other items religious items are on sale now in the 

Repository. The Repository is opened before and after all Sunday 

Masses, including the Saturday Vigil.      

http://www.rcdow.org.uk/donations

