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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before  
   morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am 

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm—8:00pm  

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who are sick: Anthony McCormack, Steven Barnard, Samantha Chance, Josephine Niland, John Cat-

tigan, Peter Corcoran 

Those who have died recently: Denis Christopher, Nancy O’Shea, Linda Friend, Margaret Dale 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Bill Mawn, Muriel & George Wilson, Teresa 

McGovern, Sean Higgins, Maire & James Cahill, Mary Ann Quinn 

To Infinity and Beyond! 

People seem to like the current crop of adverts by large retailers for Christmas but they 

strike me as rather strange. The Sainsbury's one is about a cat setting fire to a house on 

Christmas Eve which leads neighbours (who seem to have stocked up with two of every-

thing) to rally to the Thomas family’s aid on the day itself. The IKEA advert spends most 

of its time in animation mode with two bird-like creatures attempting to get a figure like 

Buzz Lightyear to fly. In both, only at the end do the companies who paid for the air 

time actually get a mention and there seems to be little product placement. 

On the other hand, an old advert for Woolworths (of blessed memory) on Youtube is 

much simpler and shows  the very things we used to buy to show our love for people at 

Christmas—Pickwick records and tapes for under a pound and “fashion handbags” re-

duced from £5.99 to £1.99. Pocket money went a long way in those days… 

The older advert clearly points to what the organisation is for and what it can offer peo-

ple that is appropriate for this time. The series of readings we start today points to what 

we should be gearing up for on a daily basis—the return of Our Saviour on the clouds of 

Heaven. And  the second reading from the letter to the Hebrews offers us the precisely 

what we need for that event—faithfulness to the re-presentation of the sacrifice that 

takes away our sins, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which wipes out the very things that 

will cause us embarrassment and shame at God’s throne on the Day of Judgement .  

But all too often our attendance at Mass is disrupted by other trivial events. Why? It is 

the one thing that unites us with Our Blessed Lord at the right hand of God as we join 

with the angels and saints in their triumphant hymn of praise—it is literally a foretaste 

and promise of what we hope will be our future—shouldn’t it be our greatest priority? 

But should we miss that Divine obligation, the Lord offers us the means to come back to 

the reception of Holy Communion through going to confession which will be the focus 

of much of Pope Francis’ Year of Mercy beginning on 8 December. 

The Diocese is launching a programme to make parishes missionary parishes—first 

though we need to re-evangelise ourselves and see that what Christ offers though His 

Church will make us ready for the coming of the Son of Man at any hour. The French 

politician Alexandre Ledru-Rollin once said, “There go my people. I must find out where 

they are going so I can lead them.” Following the crowd and modernist tendencies will 

lead us away from what is right and true. Our faith offers unchanging truths that will 

lead us to the Kingdom. We must rediscover, invest in and advertise clearly those things 

which will make us as bright as stars for all eternity, not just for a moment. Fr Kevin 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Stay awake and stand 

ready, because you do not know the hour 

when the Son of Man is coming. Alleluia! 

 Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £2,126.24 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Tea and coffee. Please go into the Annexe after the 10:30am 

Mass when we will be serving drinks. Everyone is most welcome 

to take this opportunity to meet fellow parishioners. 

CTS (Catholic Truth Society) stand at the back of the church has 

now been replenished with new titles to deepen and develop our 

faith. Please take a look at these great value books which are 

small enough to fit into your pocket and divided up so that they 

can be dipped into whenever you have a spare moment. Money 

should be placed in the wall safe at the back of the church. 

Cemetery Blessings. Paddington Old, Sunday 15 November, 

2:00pm.  

Nursery, Infant, and Primary School Priest’s Reference Forms. 

Please telephone the Parish Office, Tuesday to Friday, 10:00am to 

2:00pm, to arrange an appointment.  

The Catholic Children’s Society annual parish collection will take 

place after all Masses next weekend. 

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non-perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place next weekend.  

Sunday 22 November, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

Universe. To celebrate the universality of Christ, His Church and 

our parish please come to 12:00 Noon Mass in traditional 

costume when the bidding prayers will be in different languages 

(please give your name to one of the priests if you would read 

one). Afterwards there will be an international bring-and-share 

lunch in the school hall (please sign up on the lists for bringing 

food at the back of the church this weekend and whether you 

would be able to assist any time before, during and after the 

event). And if you bring some CDs, while it might not be Strictly 

Come Dancing, you could also teach some traditional steps! Do 

come and mark the wonderful diversity of our parish. 

The Church of The Transfiguration has organised a coach trip to 

Le Touquet in France on Saturday 28 November 2015. There are 

six places still available to be allocated on a first come first served 

basis. The cost is £43 per person travelling via Eurostar. The 

Coach will leave from The Church of The Transfiguration at 

4:50am and return at 10:00pm. For full details and for bookings 

please telephone ‘The Transfiguration’ parish office on 020 8964 

4040 or email churchofthetransfiguration@hotmail.com. 

Children’s Nativity Play. This will take place as part of the Parish 

Carol Concert on Sunday 13 December 2015. We are looking for 

as many children as possible to take part in this wonderful event 

and all are welcome. We also need parents/carers to help 

prepare the children for the play. Please leave your details with 

the Parish Office if you can assist in any way. Thank you. 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation Candidates. All children 

due to receive First Holy Communion (currently year three and 

above) and make their Confirmation (currently year nine and 

above) next year (2016) will need their original or a new Baptism 

Diocesan News 

Love Heals Body Mind and Spirit Team invite you to come on a 

one day retreat of quiet reflection on Saturday 28 November 

2015 from 11:00am – 5:00pm at the Catholic Church of our Lady 

of Assumption & St Gregory, Warwick Street, Piccadilly, W1F 9JR. 

Please see the poster at the back of the church. 

CAFOD Pope Paul VI Memorial Lecture. Join CAFOD to hear Car-

dinal Turkson speak about the Church’s response to climate 

change. The theme of his lecture will be “Care for Creation: how 

to protect and sustain our common home” and will take place at 

St Mary’s Church, Wyndham Place, York Street, London, W1H 

1PQ from 7:00pm-9:00pm on Friday 4 December 2015. To book 

your free ticket visit the website at www.cafod.org.uk/Events/

Pope-Paul-VI-lecture or telephone 0303 303 3030.   

 Parish Diary 

Monday 7:00pm 

Prayer Group meeting / ‘The 

Mystery of God’ DVD course in 

the Annexe 

Wednesday 7:00pm 
Social Events Committee 

meeting in the Annexe 

Thursday 
5:00pm—

6:00pm 

Post—Confirmation Group for 

girls meeting in the Annexe 

Thursday 7:00pm 
Magdala editorial board 

meeting in the Annexe 

certificate. Sponsors for Confirmation will also need to provide a 

copy of their Confirmation certificate and evidence of Mass 

attendance from their Parish Priest.  

A Short Guide to Praying as a Family. Earlier this year the 

Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia released a new prayer book 

entitled A Short Guide to Praying as a Family. This book compiles 

prayers familiar to most Catholics and brings them together in a 

way that is intelligent, beautiful, and timeless. Please see the 

“Latest News” section of the website at 

www.nashvilledominican.org/news for a preview of the book. 

The book can be purchased from Gracewing Publishing at a cost 

of £14.99 (or cheaper through Amazon). Telephone 01568 

616835 or visit the website at gracewing.co.uk. 

Repository. Advent calendars, Advent candles, Church art 

calendars, cribs, Christmas cards, Mass bouquets and many 

other items are on sale now in the Repository.   

Children’s Advent and Christmas calendars for the Holy Year of 

Mercy, 2015-16, are available in the rack in the porch. 

x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://4
mailto:churchofthetransfiguration@hotmail.com
http://www.stmaryslondon.com/
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Events/Pope-Paul-VI-lecture
http://www.cafod.org.uk/Events/Pope-Paul-VI-lecture

