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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before  
   morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am 

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm—8:00pm  

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who are sick: Matthew and Ellie Bickers, Tim Ryan 

Those who have died recently: Kathleen Walsh, Guilhermina Perera, Patricia Breen 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Vivienne Mangan, Agnes & Anthony McDermott, 

Noel Coleman, Sean Lydon, Nuala O’Brien, Jeremiah & Patrick Moriarty, Sadie Burke 

Is There Anybody There? 

On Tuesday morning I put up the image of the Divine Mercy by the confessional. On 

Wednesday Fr Daya opened the church. I opened up on Thursday and when I came back 

in from the porch in the dim early morning light I saw the image and jumped out of my 

skin—I thought someone had been in the church overnight. Somehow, I don’t think Our 

Blessed Lord intended this icon of His loving mercy to have this effect on his priests. 

Interestingly I wrote about that same image in last week’s newsletter and although it 

wasn’t hung by Sunday, nobody made a comment. Equally, there may be some of you 

who missed that message altogether either because you were in another parish to fulfil 

the obligation to attend Mass on a Sunday or because you were ill or caring for the sick. 

That picture will be there throughout the Year of Mercy declared by Pope Francis which 

began on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception last Tuesday and will run until 

the Feast of Christ the King next year. The Sacrament of Confession/Reconciliation/

Penance which dispenses the unbounded generosity of Our Loving Father is an indis-

pensible part of our celebration of that year. The Sacrament serves to remind us that 

God is constantly calling us to return to Him no matter what we have done and no mat-

ter how distant we feel from Him. Some of you may recall that I made my retreat in the 

small French town of Ars earlier this year. Its most famous parish priest was St John 

Vianney otherwise known as the Cure d’Ars. He heard hours of Confessions day after 

day and among his most famous sayings was, “Our sins are as a grain of sand compared 

to the mountain of God’s mercy...they are the smallest seeds before a mountain.” 

Throughout the year Confession will be offered at different times in our parish and 

across the Deanery. Take home one of the leaflets detailing the times of services over 

the remainder of Advent, Christmas and the New Year and you will see many times 

when a priest will be waiting for you to offer the Father’s forgiveness. Today and next 

Sunday a priest will be in the box between 9:30am and 11:00am to offer the same. 

We all have fractured relationships in our lives and know that putting off an act of rec-

onciliation makes it more and more likely that the rift will never be healed. This is be-

cause we get used to the distance and separation and start to forget how good it once 

felt. This is not the case with God for His patience never wears thin and He always wish-

es us to be the way we once were with Him. As St John Vianney puts it, ”When the 

priest gives absolution, one should think only of one thing, that the blood of the Good 

God flows on our soul to wash it and to make it as beautiful as it was on the day of its 

baptism.” That is what the image shows. So why delay? The light is on. Go. Fr Kevin 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst 

is the Holy One of Israel. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has 

been given to me. He has sent me to bring 

good news to the poor. Alleluia! 

 Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,942.88 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Tea and coffee. You are welcome in the Annexe after the 9:00am 

and 10:30am Masses when we will be serving drinks. Do take this 

opportunity to meet your fellow parishioners. 

Children's Liturgy. New rotas are now available for collection 

from the rack in the Sacristy. 

Christmas Rotas. Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

and readers should indicate their availability on the lists at the 

back of the church today. Servers should check with their parents 

and then indicate their availability on the lists in the sacristy. 

Thank you for your ministry throughout the year. 

Parish Carol Concert and Nativity takes place this afternoon at 

3:30pm in the church. Please join us for a joyous afternoon for all. 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be served after the concert.   

First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2016.  There will be 

introductory meetings for all those who have registered in the 

church at 7:00pm: First Holy Communion on Monday 14 

December 2015, and Confirmation on Tuesday 15 December 

2015. Both parent(s) and candidates should attend. 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes, 2 May 2016—6 May 2016. Cost £500 

including insurance, full board at the Agena Hotel, transport to 

airport and two trips. For further details please telephone John 

O’Sullivan on 020 8459 0279. 

Repository. Advent candles, Church art calendars, cribs, 

Christmas cards, Mass bouquets, the 2016 Westminster Year 

Book and other items are on sale in the Repository. ‘Also, A 

Pilgrimage Companion’ for the Year of Mercy can be purchased 

now for £1.  

Diocesan News 

Year of Mercy Events. The Cardinal will open the Holy Door in 

Westminster Cathedral in the context of Vespers and Benediction 

at 3:30pm today, Sunday, 13 December. You are very welcome to 

attend. The opening of the Holy Door for North West London, 

takes place at Our Lady of Willesden today, Sunday 13 December, 

at 4.30pm. Also, on Tuesday 15 December at 7:00pm there will 

be ecumenical carol singing with the Salvation Army in Retail 

Square, Wembley Designer Centre, outside Marks & Spencer. This 

is a Brent Deanery ‘Year of Mercy’ event and all parishioners are 

invited to attend as an act of Christian witness to the Borough.  

Ealing Abbey Choir will perform ‘Carols by Candlelight’: a se-

quence of music and readings for Christmas at Ealing Abbey. This 

event will take place on Saturday 19 December 2015 at 7:30pm. 

Tickets are available on line at www.ealingabbeychoir.org.uk or 

telephone 0871 230 0010. Tickets may also be purchased on the 

door before the concert. 

Pray As You Go is a daily prayer session application, designed for 

use on portable MP3 players, to help you pray whenever you find 

time, but particularly whilst travelling to and from work, study 

etc. A new prayer session is produced every day of the working 

week and one session for the weekend. It is not a 'Thought for 

the Day', a sermon or a bible-study, but rather a framework for 

your own prayer. Lasting between ten and thirteen minutes, it 

combines music, scripture and some questions for reflection. For 

further details please visit www.prayasyougo.org. 

The Passage. Please support the work of The Passage working 

with homeless people. Donate through ‘The Big Give’ website. 

Every £5 can be worth up to £10. Gift Aid can apply too for those 

who pay income tax so £5 donated can raise £11.25 for The Pas-

sage. ‘The Big Give’ will close on Monday 14 December at 5:00pm 

or earlier if matched funding runs out. The link is http://

new.thebiggive.org.uk/project/The_Passage_2015. 

 Parish Diary 

Monday 7:00pm 
Prayer Group meeting in the 

Annexe 

Funeral Notice 

The Reception and Requiem Mass of the late Kathleen Rose 

Walsh of Maybury Gardens will take place on  

Tuesday 15 December 2015 at 11:30am followed by cremation at 

Golders Green Crematorium West at 1:00pm 

May she rest in peace 

Bidding Prayers 

During the ‘Year of Mercy’ the Cardinal has requested that we 

will say the ‘Hail Holy Queen’ prayer after the bidding prayers 

instead of the ‘Hail Mary’: 

Hail, holy queen, mother of mercy! 

Hail our life, our sweetness, and our hope! 

To thee do we cry, poor banished 

children of Eve, to thee do we send 

up our sighs, mourning and weeping 

in this valley, of tears. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

thine eyes of mercy toward us; and 

after this our exile show unto us the 

blessed fruit of thy womb Jesus; 

O clement, O loving, O sweet virgin Mary. 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 

that we may be made worthy of the 

promises of Christ. 

Amen. 
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