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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before  
   morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am 

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm—8:00pm  

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who are sick: Jimmy Sullivan 

Those who have died recently: Pat McCarthy 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Tom & Bill Brady, Phyllis & Tom Attridge,  

Penny Malone, Michael & Annie Cronin, Cirilo Qurobino Carvalho, Penny Keegan, Sheila Scanlon, Patrick Charles 

Troy   

Those Baptised: Isla Chloe Byrne 

Who is my Mother? 

There has been a lot of talk lately about fixing the date of Easter so that it is at the same 

time every year. This would mean that Mothers' Day would also fall on the same day 

each year too because as it stands at the moment it falls on the middle Sunday of Lent, 

a movable feast. But why isn’t it fixed already, I hear you ask? The answer is because it’s 

not only about a celebration of our earthly mothers but is an alternative name derived 

from an ancient Catholic practice for the fourth Sunday of Lent or Laetare Sunday. 

To explain that without upsetting our mums, during the sixteenth century, people who 

lived in little villages made a point of going not to their local church today but to the 

nearest large church or Cathedral – to make a visit to what is often called the Mother 

Church. Such visitors were said to have gone, “a-mothering.” Often, this was the only 

time whole families could come together as it was the single day in the year when boys 

and girls “in service” were allowed to go home. The housekeeper or cook would allow 

maids to take home a cake they had baked, and the boys could bring eggs or flowers 

from the hothouse. Walking home through the village, all would pick flowers (a form of 

“scrumping?”) for their mothers and in time this practice dominated and the religious 

significance of a pilgrimage on this day was lost. And Simnel Sunday is another title for 

today because the most favoured cake baked was a simnel cake—a fruit cake covered 

with a flat layer of marzipan and then 11 marzipan balls representing the 12 apostles 

minus Judas. Yes, cake—Lenten penances can be relaxed today even in 2016! 

Finally, given the colour of the vestments worn, Rose Sunday is also an alternative 

name. Part of the reason for the colour is that on this day the Golden Rose sent to Cath-

olic sovereigns was blessed by the Pope and so the day was called, “Domenica de Rosa.”  

As we remember our mothers today we should redouble our efforts to go “a-

mothering” in this Year of Mercy by journeying to our Cathedral. Or we could travel 

with the Diocese in July to the National Shrine of Our Lady in Walsingham and seek the 

intercession of our Heavenly Mother there. Or we could travel to Rome in September 

on the parish pilgrimage and visit St John Lateran, the mother and head of all the 

churches in Rome and the world. In each church, passing through the Holy Door and 

fulfilling the other requirements, we can gain a plenary indulgence for ourselves or a 

loved one. Full details of these pilgrimages can be found at the back of the church. 

Whatever you do today to honour your mother, don't forget our Heavenly Mother and 

Holy Mother Church. And to all our mums, thank you and God bless you. Fr Kevin 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Acclamation: Praise to You O Christ, King of Eternal Glory.  

I will leave this place and go to my Father 

and say: ‘Father, I have sinned against heav-

en and against You.’ Praise to You O Christ, 

King of Eternal Glory.  

 Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,577.75 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Tea and coffee. You are welcome in the Annexe after the 

9:00am and 10:30am Masses when we will be serving drinks. Do 

take this opportunity to meet your fellow parishioners. 

Stitch Amazingly sewing workshop for beginners to 

intermediate level have recommenced on Tuesdays until 5 April 

2016 from 7:00pm-8:30pm. Please contact Glenda on 07739 707 

564 or email Info@stitchamazingly.co.uk for details. 

Mary’s Meals will be coming to our church next Sunday so 

please bring your unwanted clothing and bedding (no duvets or 

pillows please). Please put your clothing/bedding into tied sacks 

and bring them to church next Sunday 13 March 2016 (not before 

please) until 12 noon when the charity Mary’s Meals will be here 

to pick them up. Mary’s Meals is a no -frills charity committed to 

spending 93p in every £1 received on its charitable activities with 

only 6p spent on fundraising and 1p on governance. Pease see 

the poster at the back of the church for further details.  

Stations of the Cross in Konkani will be held on Sunday 13 

March 2016 at 3:00pm in St Mary Magdalen’s church. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham. Join Cardinal Vincent on the 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham, England’s Nazareth, on 

Saturday 9 July 2016. With the theme of ‘Mary, the Mother of 

Mercy’. The day will include an outdoor Mass, procession with 

the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham and banners along the Holy 

Mile, prayers and Benediction in the Priory grounds, and free 

time to visit the Basilica, the Slipper Chapel and the Holy Door. 

Please bring a picnic lunch. We have booked a coach for the 

pilgrimage. The cost of the pilgrimage will be £20. To confirm 

your place please bring your money to the Parish Office as seats 

on the coach are limited. Further details regarding the Pilgrimage 

can be found on the poster at the back of the church. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome. Only a few places are left so return 

the application forms available from the back of the church soon. 

Planned Giving. As we come to the end of the financial year, 

please consider using envelopes or a standing order for your 

offertory donations, and Gift Aid your contribution which benefits 

the parish by 25p for every £1 you give at no extra cost to you. 

Please contact the parish office for more information on these 

ways of giving. You can also pay using your mobile phone by 

texting PARISH WILLG to 70800 to donate £5 which will be added 

to your phone bill. For further details about ‘Text Giving’ please 

take a leaflet. Thank you for your generosity how ever you give. 

  Parish Diary 

Monday  
5:30pm –

6:30pm 

First Holy Communion class at St 

Mary Magdalen’s Junior school 

Monday 7:00pm Prayer Group –Annexe 

Monday 8:00pm Film Night—God’s Not Dead 

Tuesday 
7:00pm-

8:30pm 

Confirmation class at St Mary 

Magdalen’s Junior school 

Tuesday  
7:00pm-

8:30pm 

Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshop in the Annexe 

Thursday 
4:30pm– 

6:00pm 

Post First Holy Communion/Pre 

Confirmation Children’s 

Catechesis in the Annexe 

Thursday 7:15pm 
St Vincent De Paul Society 

meeting in the Annexe  

Friday 7:00pm  Stations of the Cross 

Friday 7:00pm Knights of St Columba - Annexe 

Saturday 
7:30pm—

9:30pm 

Family of God Catholic 

Community (FGCC) - Charismatic 

Prayer and Praise in the Annexe 

Hail Holy Queen 

Hail, holy queen, mother of mercy! Hail our life, our sweetness, 

and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve, 

to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this 

valley, of tears. Turn, then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of 

mercy toward us; and after this our exile show unto us the 

blessed fruit of thy womb Jesus; O clement, O loving, O sweet 

virgin Mary. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God that we may be 

made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Diocesan News 

Love Heals Body Mind & Spirit invite you to a seven day retreat 

in Portugal at the Castelo De Vide Retreat House from Thursday 

9 June 2016 until Wednesday 15 June 2016. The cost will be 

£595.00 to include return scheduled flights, return coach trans-

fers from airport to retreat and full board for six nights. Please 

see the poster at the back of the church for an excursion list and 

full details or email body_mind_spirit-meditation@hotmail.com 

or telephone David or Eileen on 020 8542 2476. 

SPEC is part of Westminster Youth Ministry. Each year a number 

of young adults (aged 18-25) join the resident community for a 

year as volunteer missionaries. They help the community in its 

primary mission of retreat ministry for children and young people 

in the parishes and schools of the Diocese of Westminster. Per-

haps you—or someone you know—can to combine a year of ser-

vice with a year of formation in faith in a supportive Catholic 

Community. More details are available at http://dowym.com/

spec/ or email spec@rcdow.org.uk or telephone 020 3757 2500. 
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