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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before   
  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am  
  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday: 7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who have died recently: John Sullivan, Anthony Gouveia 

Those who are sick: Noreen Kelly, Ronald Kennedy, Pat McDyer, Anton Simon, Lydia Pambakian 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: James and Annie Mahon, Benny and Margaret 

McDade, Daniel and Peter Mulhern, Fr Mick Lally, Augustine (Justine) Daroux, Bridget and Anna Henry 

Tempus Fugit 

Although it was only just over two weeks ago that our beautiful crib came down on the 

feast of the Presentation of the Lord, Lent begins on 1 March. Time really does fly. 

Lent is not the most popular season of the Church's year with its emphasis on penance 

through prayer, fasting and almsgiving, and particularly with the obligation for all Catho-

lics to go to Confession during Lent or Eastertide.  

However, that’s nothing compared to the practices in the early Church for those who 

had committed grave—mortal—sins. On Ash Wednesday the bishop would bless the 

hair shirts which those people then wore during the 40 days of Lent and sprinkle them 

with ashes made from the previous year’s palms. The rest of the congregation recited 

the seven penitential psalms while the penitents were turned out of the church just as 

Adam and Eve were turned out of Paradise because of their disobedience. Those peni-

tents did not enter the church again until Maundy Thursday having been reconciled by 

the efforts of their forty days’ penance and Sacramental Absolution. Later on, all peni-

tents, public or secret, began to receive the ashes out of devotion as we do annually. 

But what you may not know is where the ashes come from. Each year church suppliers 

provide us with palms which we bless and then distribute on Palm Sunday. The ashes 

are meant to be made from the previous year’s blessed palms so it has always intrigued 

me how the suppliers get them back. Do parishes return them en masse? I’ve never 

known that to happen but I’m not saying that this isn’t where they come from. 

Therefore, the symbolism is much stronger and more personal if we make our own. 

Consider the palm you have at home: last year you waved it as Christ entered Jerusalem 

in triumph and you acclaimed Him as your King. A few fays later He died on the cross for 

your sins—as Caiaphas the High Priest says of Him, ”It is better for one man to die for 

the people, than for the whole nation to be destroyed.” (John 11:50). Thus the ashes 

made from our own palms are reminder that God is gracious and merciful to each of us 

personally who call on Him with hearts repentant for our many sins.  

So please bring your palms to the Parish Office or the sacristy during the week or next 

Sunday and we will burn them after 9:00am, 10:30am and 12 Noon Masses. And bring 

some traditional sweet things too for a sort of Mardi Gras in the Annexe to celebrate 

the last Sunday before Lent. And of course, carnival costumes are optional. Fr Kevin 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: The Lord is compassion and love 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! If anyone loves Me he will 

keep My word, and My Father will love him, 

and We shall come to him. Alleluia! 

Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1871.39 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Tea and coffee. You are welcome in the Annexe after the 

9:00am and 10:30am Masses when we will be serving drinks.  

Do take this opportunity to meet your fellow parishioners. 

Children’s Calendars for Lent are available—please take one 

home with you and carry out the suggested activities. Adults, 

please think about and plan your extra prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving for Lent now to make the most of this holy season. 

Magdala, the parish magazine, will be on sale next weekend 

priced £1. Do buy a copy to find a review of what has been 

happening in our parish in the last few months and to read other 

interesting articles about life in and around St May Magdalen’s. 

Stitch Amazingly Sewing Workshop. Are you someone who 

would like to learn to be creative with fabrics and a sewing 

machine or are you even a budding fashion designer? Why not 

take that first step and join the Stitch Amazingly sewing 

workshops at St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Church in Willesden 

Green? Sessions will be recommencing on Tuesdays from 28 

February until 4 April 2017, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, and Saturdays 

from 4 March until 8 April 2017, 11:00am to 1:00pm. If you would 

like to book for sessions (for which places are limited), please visit 

the website at www.stitchamazingly.co.uk or telephone Glenda 

Brady on 07739 707 564. Alternatively please email 

info@stitchamazingly.  

Parish Pilgrimage to Stonor (which is of great significance to 

Catholicism in England) takes place on Saturday 6 May 2017. The 

coach will depart from the church at 8:30am and return at 

approximately 6:00pm (depending on traffic). The full itinerary 

and cost with booking details will be available next weekend. 

   Parish Diary 

Monday  7:00pm  Prayer Group—Annexe 

Tuesday 
7:00pm—

8:30pm 

Confirmation class at St Mary 

Magdalen's Junior School 

Thursday 7:15pm SVP in the Annexe 

Saturday  
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

“The Feast London” - a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of 

Jesus Family in the Annexe 

Diocesan News 

Caritas Westminster will be holding an event on Wednesday 22 

February to raise awareness of human trafficking in the local 

community. Come along to find out more about the signs to look 

out for and what you can do to help. The event will take place 

from 7:00pm—9:00pm at St Mark’s church, Kensal Rise. Please 

email RSVP to caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk or search the 

website at www.eventbrite.co.uk. for ‘Human Trafficking Aware-

ness Evening’. 

Niland Conference Centre Events. ’Scripture from Scratch—

Praying Your Way to Easter with John’s Gospel’, is on alternative  

Thursdays, 23 February—6 April, at 7:00pm for 7:30pm—9:00pm 

with Sr Anne Walsh OP. Suggested donation £5 per session. Also, 

‘Christian Mindfulness II: Putting it into Practice’ takes place on 

Saturday 25 February at 9:30am for 10:00am–3:00pm. Mindful-

ness is useful for nurturing well-being and growth and has deep  

Christian roots. Fr Michael Heap MAfr will lead practical exercises 

for integrating mindfulness into daily life and deepening our  

relationship with God. Please bring a packed lunch. Suggested 

donation £14. Both events take place at the Niland Centre, Ro-

sary Priory, 93 Elstree Road, Bushey Heath WD23 4EE.  

Please email bookings-finance@nilandcentre.co.uk, or telephone 

020 8950 4000. Registration suggested but not essential. Please 

see the posters at the back of the church. 

St Columba’s College Prep School (ages 4-11), the independent 

Catholic boys’ school in St Albans, is holding an Open Afternoon 

on Thursday 23rd February 2017 from 1:15pm to 2:30pm. This is 

an occasion for parents and prospective pupils to come and see 

the school in action, to meet staff and pupils, and to savour the 

environment. Means-tested bursaries are available for Catholic 

boys entering Year 3. Applications for September 2018 must be 

made by the end of October 2017. For further information, 

please contact Mrs Cathy Lovett, Admissions Officer, on admis-

sions@stcolumbascollege.org or 01727 892012 

40 Days For Life Launch Breakfast. 25 February ,11:00am until 

1:00pm, Our Lady of Loreto and St Winefride's, 1 Leyborne Park, 

Kew, Richmond TW9 3HB. How have 12,668 babies been saved 

from abortion, how have 83 abortion centres been closed down 

and why have 143 abortion workers quit their jobs? Are you in or 

near London? Please attend this event and find out how all of this 

has happened and find out what is planned for this Lent. For 

more information visit www.goodcounselnetwork.com  

Day Retreat (including Adoration) at St. Rose’s, 160 Anson Road, 

Cricklewood in preparation for Lent on Saturday 25 February 

from 11:00am until 4:30pm. All are welcome. 

'Hour of Prayer for Vocations' on Saturday 25 February from 

4:15pm—5:15pm at The Little Sisters of the Poor, St. Anne's 

Home, 77 Manor Road, London N16 5BL, telephone 020 8826 

2500. All are welcome for either part or all of the day. 

Don’t forget to bring your palms to the 

sacristy or the Parish Office this week. 
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