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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am  

Friday:   9:30am,  
    6:30pm  

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

 Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before  
   morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am 

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday 7:00pm—8:00pm  

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
  5:30pm—6:15pm  

Those who are sick: Pat Roddy, John McLaren, Mary Mills 

Those who have died recently: Ena Rosario, Dorothy Conceprio, Owen McCaffrey, Winnie Mangan 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Michael Hollowed, Anne Moore, John Wallace, Louis 

Keleghan, Tim Toddy Murphy 

The FA Cup Final 

During my time at the Cathedral I was introduced to a liturgical action that I’d never 

known before—the sung announcement of Easter and the moveable feasts (the calen-

dar dates of Ash Wednesday, the Ascension, etc) to be chanted during the Octave of 

Christmas. Having looked at the words and music and practiced, I took it back to the 

music department and told them something was missing. They spread out the papers 

and the liturgical calendar on the desk and with furrowed brows asked me what was 

wrong with it. “It doesn't have the date of the FA Cup Final,” I replied. They didn’t laugh. 

So, without music, I announce to you that Christmastide doesn’t end until the evening 

of the feast of the Baptism of the Lord—10 January. Keep your tree and decorations up 

until then and indeed, some countries rightly leave their cribs up until 2 February. 

On Saturday 9 January, a former curate of this parish will be celebrating 6:30pm Mass. 

There will be an organist that evening and a chance to meet the celebrant afterwards in 

the Annexe over a glass of something because he is the Right Reverend Mark O’Toole, 

Bishop of Plymouth. I know that many of you will remember him and will give him a 

warm welcome—servers should make a particular effort to be at that Mass, please. 

And while it seems unkind to mention it while we are still in Christmastide, Lent begins 

on 10 February. On Sunday 7 February we will be having our own mardi gras in St Mary 

Magdalen school after the 12 Noon Mass. Bring last year’s palms to Mass that day or 

deliver them to the presbytery during the week and they will be burned to make the 

ashes for Ash Wednesday. At the same event I invite people from the different coun-

tries represented in our parish to introduce us to the many customs which make up the 

last festivities before the rigours of Lent. These might be sweet dishes or games or oth-

er customs—just let us know at the presbytery and we will ensure that every tradition 

has somewhere to showcase its activities and delights in the school hall that Sunday. 

Finally, put 16-22 July in your diaries for our parish Year of Mercy retreat led by the 

Norbertines from Chelmsford. They will be preaching at all the Masses 16/17 July and 

there will be services every day and evening the following  week as well as visits to 

homes and our schools. It will culminate on our Patronal Feast of St Mary Magdalen on 

Friday 22 July with Mass in the evening followed by a party in the church grounds. 

And those are the key dates for the moment. In the meantime, all that remains is to 

thank everyone who made the church so beautiful and the liturgies so prayerful over 

Christmas and to thank you for your generosity and gifts. I wish you and all your loved 

ones a Happy and holy New Year and may God bless you throughout 2016. Fr Kevin 

PS The FA Cup Final falls on Saturday 21 May. An option for your diaries, of course... 



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: All nations shall fall prostrate before You, O 

Lord. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! We saw His star as it rose 

and have come to do the Lord homage.   

Alleluia! 

 Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1501.65 (excluding 

standing orders). Thank you very much for your generosity 

especially for your Christmas offering to the parish and the clergy.  

Repository. Mass bouquets, the 2016 Westminster Year Book 

and other items are on sale. ‘Also, A Pilgrimage Companion’ for 

the Year of Mercy can be purchased now for £1.  

Tea/Welcomers’ Rotas are in the rack in the Sacristy. 

Can You Spare Just an Hour a Week Once a Month? We need 

more people to help count the collections. Full training on 

procedures will be given by the Diocese in the New Year. Please 

talk to one of the clergy to take part in this important work.  

Marriage Preparation. Our Lady of the Rosary will be holding a 

Marriage Preparation Course on Saturday 12 March 2016 from 

11:00am to 4:00pm in their Lower Hall. For further details please 

contact Marion Egan at marylebone@rcdow.org.uk or at Our 

Lady of the Rosary Church, 211 Old Marylebone Road, London 

NW1 5QT, Tel: 020 7723 5101. 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes. 2 May 2016—6 May 2016. Cost £500 

including insurance, full board at the Agena Hotel, transport to 

the airport and two trips. For further details please telephone 

John O’Sullivan on 020 8459 0279. 

St Vincent de Paul Society. In this Jubilee “Year of Mercy” we are 

reminded of the Corporal Works of Mercy (feed the hungry, give 

drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit 

the sick, visit the imprisoned, bury the dead) by which we extend 

God’s compassion and mercy to those in need. This is done in an 

organised way by the SVP, mainly visiting those who are 

housebound — the requests for help exceed our resources so 

please consider joining and offering some of your time to glorify 

God by living out your faith by showing mercy to others.  

Diocesan News 

Volunteers needed for CAFOD. Do you have good public speaking 

skills and want to help tackle poverty and injustice? CAFOD needs 

more volunteers to speak in parishes and/or schools about its 

work in the developing world. To find out more and book a place 

on the next "Understanding CAFOD" training day on Saturday 23 

January 2016, please use the online booking facility at https://

understandingcafod2016.eventbrite.co.uk. Alternatively, you can 

telephone CAFOD on 020 8449 6970, or email westmin-

ster@cafod.org.uk. 

The annual Mass in honour of Our Lady of Lourdes in this ‘Year 

of Mercy’ will take place in Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 6 

February 2016 at 2:00pm. The Sacrament of the Sick will be ad-

ministered during the Mass by the bishops and priests. If any pa-

rishioners will be attending in a wheelchair, please let the parish 

office know by Friday 29 January 2016 to ensure that the appro-

priate space is reserved for you in the Cathedral.  

Westminster Youth Ministry are leading a pilgrimage for youths 

aged 16 years and over to World Youth Day in 2016, visiting both 

Lodz for Days in the Diocese, and Krakow for World Youth Day. 

The pilgrimage runs from 18 July until 31 July 2016 and is priced 

at £750, inclusive of all accommodation, travel, World Youth Day 

fees and food. There is an option for those over 18 to join the 

pilgrimage for the World Youth Day week *sic+ only. For more 

information please talk to Fr Kevin after Mass as we will be run-

ning a group from the parish and will provide help to cover the 

fare. To whet your appetite email youth@rcdow.org.uk or visit 

the website at dowym.com and see some of the testimonies giv-

en by people who attended previous events. 

Vinnie Packs. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) are distrib-

uting 12,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold weather essentials to 

the homeless and those spending the principal part of their day 

on the streets. Each pack contains thermal gloves, socks and 

gloves, a toothbrush, toothpaste, emergency foil blanket, infor-

mation card and pen. They would be very grateful if you could 

sponsor packs at a suggested donation of £3.25 per pack. Dona-

tions can be sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 

9EZ with cheques made out to SVP or go to virginmoneygiv-

ing.com and type "SVP" into the charity section. Vinnie Packs is in 

the “Campaign” drop down box. Thank you for your support. 

 Parish Diary 

Monday 7:00pm 
Prayer Group meeting in the 

Annexe 

Bidding Prayers 

During the ‘Year of Mercy’ the Cardinal has requested that we say 

the ‘Hail Holy Queen’ prayer after the bidding prayers instead of 

the ‘Hail Mary’: 

Hail, holy queen, mother of mercy! 

Hail our life, our sweetness, and our hope! 

To thee do we cry, poor banished 

children of Eve, to thee do we send 

up our sighs, mourning and weeping 

in this valley, of tears. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 

thine eyes of mercy toward us; and 

after this our exile show unto us the 

blessed fruit of thy womb Jesus; 

O clement, O loving, O sweet virgin Mary. 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 

that we may be made worthy of the 

promises of Christ. 

Amen. 
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