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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday:  
  9:30am     

Friday:  9:30am & 6:30pm 

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Weekdays: One hour before   

  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am   
  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday: 7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
 5:30pm—6:15pm 

Those who have died recently: Fr Patrick Sammon, Trevor Torres, Christine Mari  

Those who are sick: Valerie Crain, Kelly Rice, John Scanlan, Martin Scanlan  

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Patrick & Rose Doran, James Mullaghy, Agnes McNamara 

Ernie & Catherine Lindford 

Signed, Sealed and Delivered 

As the Church today celebrates the Solemnity of Pentecost I hope that all of you appre-

ciate the significance and importance of this great day. As you read these words, I am 

sure you are reflecting on your own Confirmation and praying for our young people 

who are preparing to be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit on 26 May at Westmin-

ster Cathedral, thus becoming ‘confirmed’ members of Christ’s Body, the Church.   

The Sacrament of Confirmation is essential as it is one of the three Sacraments of Initia-

tion. The first is Baptism, the Second is Confirmation and the last is the reception of the 

Most Holy Eucharist. At this point, you may be questioning the order of these Sacra-

ments. But is it wrong? According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, it isn’t. It 

teaches “The faithful are born anew by Baptism, strengthened by the sacrament of Con-

firmation, and received in the Eucharist the food of eternal life. By means of these sacra-

ments of Christian initiation, they thus receive in increasing measure the treasures of the 

divine life and advance toward the perfection of charity” (CCC 1212). 

From the time of the early Church up until the 6th century the sacraments of Baptism, 

Confirmation and the Eucharist were celebrated together in a single rite, with a Bishop 

as presider. At the close of the 6th century when Bishops could no longer be present at 

all baptisms because of the growing number of new members, a time of separation be-

tween Baptism and Confirmation was inevitable. However some Churches still main-

tained the prescribed order.  

In 1910, Pope Pius X recognized that children were not being allowed First Holy Com-

munion and had to wait until the age of 12 some even 14. Therefore Pope Pius X or-

dered that children be allowed to receive communion from the age of seven which is 

believed to be the age of reason. 

This order which I believe to be the best and in line with the tradition of the Church 

enables one to approach the source and summit of the Christian life, namely the Eucha-

rist, in the right manner and at the right time. The pregnant interval between Baptism 

and Confirmation arguably leaves one in a state of sacramental limbo as one, who for 

example has been Baptised as an infant has to wait at least 13 years to be Confirmed; a 

Sacrament which we know completes our Baptism.  

The call to restore the order of the Sacraments i.e. Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 

Communion emphasises that the Eucharist is our ultimate destination and the culmina-

tion of our Initiation.  

As Pope St. Pius X once instructed “the Sacraments are not rewards that one receives 

throughout their life but a remedy for our human frailty.”   Seminarian Tim  



Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation 

Antiphon: Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and renew 

the face of the earth. 

Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the 

fire of your love. Alleluia! 

Diocesan News 

The Sistine Chapel Choir, Holy Father’s personal choir, performs 

a sacred choral music concert from the repertoire they sing in the 

Vatican on Saturday 26 May 2018 at 8:00pm in Westminster Ca-

thedral. The concert will last an hour, and is free of charge (no 

tickets required). Experience this world-famous choir singing in 

the beautiful setting of Westminster Cathedral. All are welcome. 

Community Sponsorship. Join Caritas Westminster and Sponsor 

Refugees for an event on Community Sponsorship. Community 

Sponsorship is a way that community groups can be involved in 

supporting the resettlement of vulnerable people fleeing conflict. 

The event will bring different practitioners together to share their 

experiences, hear from community sponsors and sponsored fami-

lies, learn how to build teams and work towards welcoming new 

families, and connect with others who are committed to the 

same cause. The event will be held on Thursday 31 May 2018, at 

Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, London, SW1P 1QN, from 

6:30pm—8:30pm. Tea and coffee will be available from 6:00pm. 

Please RSVP to caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk, or telephone  

0207 931 6077. You can also confirm your attendance on Event-

brite, by searching for ‘Caritas Westminster.’  

Summer Accommodation at Allen Hall. Allen Hall seminary in 

Chelsea offer comfortable rooms surrounded by beautiful gar-

dens and chapel in central London in the month of July and Au-

gust. Rooms from £50 per night (including breakfast). For details  

email allenhall@rcdow.org.uk or telephone 020 7349 5600 

(option 0).  

World Youth Day 2019: Bursary Available. The next World Youth 

Day takes place in Panama, January 2019. The diocesan Youth 

Ministry team will be taking a group of young adults to Panama, 

from ages 18-35. If any young people are interested in joining the 

pilgrimage, they are invited to contact youth@rcdow.org.uk. Bur-

saries of up to 50% of the cost are available. Spaces are limited. 

Hence, interested youth are requested to contact Youth Ministry 

as soon as possible.  

   Parish Diary 

Tuesday 
7:00pm—

8:30pm 
Confirmation class—Church 

Thursday 7:15pm SVP—Annexe  

Saturday  
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

“The Feast London” - a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of 

Jesus Family in the Annexe 

Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,625.90 (excluding 

standing orders). Standing orders for April amounted to 

£1,650.00. Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place next weekend.  

Confirmation 2018 meeting and rehearsal in the church on 

Tuesday 22 May 2018 from 7:00pm until 8:30pm with candidates,  

parents and/or sponsors. Please remember in your prayers our 

candidates who will be confirmed at Westminster Cathedral on 

Saturday 26 May 2018 at 2:00pm—pray that they will be open to 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Simon Drake is the official 

photographer on the day and can be contacted on 07858 519 771 

or 020 8384 0629 or via email at simondrake1967@gmail.com or 

by via the website at www.simondrakephotography.co.uk.  

St Mary Magdalen's PTA Race Night takes place on Saturday 26 

May 2018 at the Willesden Working Men's Club, 202 Villiers 

Road, NW2 5PU. The first race begins at 7:30pm. All are welcome. 

Forty Hours of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. As you 

know there will be a Eucharistic Congress in Liverpool in 

September and the bishops have asked us to deepen our 

understanding of and devotion to Christ truly present in the 

Blessed Sacrament. We already have an enviable tradition of 

Exposition, Adoration and Benediction here but will be adding to 

it in the lead up to the feast of Corpus Christi. Starting on 

Wednesday 30 May and continuing until evening Mass on 

Saturday 2 June we will have the Forty Hours—literally 40 hours 

of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. Two people (or parish 

groups or classes from our schools) need to sign up to watch and 

pray for each hour during the day. And at 7:00pm each weekday 

there will be devotions, a sermon and Benediction. A sign up 

form is available on the table at the back of the church.        

Feast of Corpus Christi. On Sunday 3 June 2018 on the feast of 

Corpus Christi at the 12 noon Mass, we invite all parishioners 

especially the children who have made their First Holy 

Communion this year to come in their outfits and join our 

procession with the parishioners of Our Lady of Willesden and 

Kensal Rise Parishes through the streets to the Transfiguration.   

St Mary Magdalen’s Wednesday Club is organising a seaside trip 

to Walton on the Naze, Essex on Thursday 21 June 2018. Walton 

is a traditional and vibrant Victorian town with original features. 

It has a fine sandy beach, a beautiful promenade, and the second 

longest pier in Great Britain. It also has the Market Millennium 

Square with shops and cafes. The coach will pick you up from St 

Mary Magdalen’s church at 9:00am and return at 6:30pm. Cost is 

£20 per adult and £12 for children under 15. To book and for 

more information contact Gillian Horrell on 020 8830 2840.   

Pilgrimage to Malta. Our parish will be following in the 

footsteps of St. Paul on pilgrimage from 9—13 October 2018 to 

Malta. For more information please take a copy of the leaflet 

from the back of the church. Closing date has been extended to: 

Friday 25 May 2018. 
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