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Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday:  
  9:30am     

Friday:  9:30am & 6:30pm 

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  
  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   
  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Monday—Friday: 

  One hour before   

  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am   
  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday (Holy Hour):  
  7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday: 10:00am—10:30am 
 5:30pm—6:15pm 

Those who are sick: Pat Joe Daly, Pierre Timon, Lorenzo Aureli, Mossie Joy, Frank McCarthy, Julia Egan  

Those who have died recently: Matthew Wickhan  

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Chris Dempsey, Bridget Sills, Cecilia Perpetual Larkin, 

Margaret Butler, Stephen Joseph Jordan, Fr Alan Ashton, Fr Des O’Neill   

 My African Experience 

Last year while on holiday in Dublin I was invited to a friend’s birthday party. My friend 

is a local musician so many people at the gathering were connected to the music world. 

I met a very interesting man there named Joshua, a craftsman, who was an artist and 

maker of violins. He told me something very profound—that the best wood for making 

violins came from the north side of the tree because the north side of the tree is always 

seasoned and weather-beaten by a biting cold north wind. That severe seasoning gives 

a special, beautiful and poignant sound that no other part of the tree can give.  

I mention this because it works that way for us too. So often it is hardship, tragedy and 

difficult times that lead us to produce surprising, delightful and amazing works. This is 

evident in all walks of life: in the arts, in family and in our local communities when the 

sudden and unexpected cold north wind blows in on us; when heartbreak and anguish, 

overwhelm and knock us down. 

To whom do we turn? God. Our strength, our hope to persevere comes from our God 

and nowhere else. It comes from Jesus Christ our God with skin on who marks us deep-

ly with hope.  

I believe this in my heart of hearts because of the impact that the Kenyan people had 

on me. I remember well arriving in Kenya in East Africa  believing I would be over-

whelmed by despair. I was pleasantly surprised, for even though burdened with savage 

and brutal poverty the people remained unbowed: all I witnessed was gracious hospi-

tality, resilience and strength. Their response to misery was not despair but a patient 

compassion.  

The immediate work of a missionary is to stand with his people and relieve human 

suffering.  Our first task was to set up local feeding programs in the villages—because 

God can only come to the hungry in a piece of bread. Other projects followed: health, 

education and faith development.   

The Kenyan people were also wise teachers: They made me aware that the Church is 

about the uninvited; that when we say—here comes the Church, it means everybody; 

that to be poor is to have no options; that love which cannot suffer is not worthy of 

that name; that God is always faithful to His promise. Regardless of what is going on in 

our lives, whatever adversity we are faced with , there is always a way through: there is 

always hope.         Continued overleaf 



Readings at Mass 

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:5-9 

Psalm Response:  I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the 

land of the living. 

Second Reading:  James 2:14-18 

Alleluia Verse: I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says 

the Lord; no one can come to the Father 

except through Me. 

Gospel:  Mark 8:27–35 

Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £2,049.14 (excluding 

standing orders). Standing orders for July amounted to £1,670.00. 

Thank you very much for your generosity.  

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place next weekend.  

Adoremus. After the spectacularly successful and prayerful 

Eucharistic Congress in Liverpool last weekend, some of our 

delegates (including the youngest) will give a presentation on 

some of the input from Cardinal Nichols and Bishop Barron of Los 

Angeles and Word on Fire among others, as well as their own 

reflections on the spiritual and practical ways they picked up to 

deepen our love for the Lord truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament. This will take place on Tuesday 25 September at 

7:00pm in the Annexe. Refreshments will be provided and there 

will be ample opportunity to ask questions and see photographs 

and video clips of this once in a lifetime event.  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham takes place on Saturday 22 

September 2018 led by Cardinal Nichols and the auxiliary bishops. 

The theme of the pilgrimage this year will focus on the World 

Meeting of Families in Dublin and the forthcoming Eucharistic 

Congress in Liverpool. The pilgrimage also takes place close to the 

feast of Our Lady of Walsingham and a special blessing for 

families and the family home will be given in Walsingham. The  

coach will leave the church at 7:00am, and will then pick up at 

Willesden parish at 7:30am, and arrive back at approximately 

8:00pm. The cost is £25 per person which includes a £5 Diocesan 

pilgrim levy. If you would like to go, please hand in at the parish 

office for each pilgrim 1.) their name, 2.) their contact details, 3.) 

the contact details for a next-of-kin, and 4.) the full fare. Seats 

will be allocated as applications and monies come and your seat 

will only be confirmed once payment has been received. Please 

contact the parish office if you would like help with the cost. 

Stitch Amazingly. Are you interested in learning and developing 

your skills to sew basic, tailored and creatively structured sleeves 

and more? Then please join the Stitch Amazingly ’Sleeve Project’ 

taking place in the Annexe on Saturday 29 September 2018 

10:00am—5:00pm. For more information and to book please visit 

the website at www.stitchamazingly.co.uk or telephone Glenda 

on 07739 707 564.   

Planned Giving Envelopes. Can all parishioners that are using 

envelopes please ensure they are using the ones for the current 

tax year 2018/2019 which are light green in colour. If you do not 

have these please contact the parish office on 020 8451 4677.  

Diocesan News 

Home Mission Sunday 16 September 2018 is the day in the 

Church's calendar when the Catholic community in England and 

Wales is invited to pray for, celebrate and support the work of 

evangelisation in England and Wales. For more information and 

to donate please visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/Home/

Featured/Home-Mission-Sunday-2018. 

Padre Pio Stigmata Centenary. Thursday 20 September 2018 

marks the Centenary of Padre Pio receiving the visible stigmata. 

To commemorate this anniversary there will be a Sung Mass cele-

brated at Corpus Christi, Maiden Lane in Covent Garden, followed 

by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at 6:30pm. There will 

also be the opportunity to venerate a relic of one of his 

mittens. Fr Stephen Morrison, O.Praem, Sub-Prior of the Norb-

ertines of St. Philip's Priory, Chelmsford (who led our parish mis-

sion) will be preaching and there will be polyphony by the Schola 

Corpus Christi. Please see the poster at the back of the church. 

The Grace of the Present Moment. A morning reflection with Sr 

Regina McGarry OP and Monika Cleaver. Give your spirit time as 

another month unravels and allow God's grace to sooth 

you. Reflection takes place on Thursday 27 September 2018, 

10:00am—12:30pm at the Niland Conference Centre, Rosary Pri-

ory, 93 Elstree Road, Bushey Heath WD23 4EE. Suggested dona-

tion £6. Registrations welcome. For more information please 

email nilandcentre@gmail.com  

   Parish Diary 

Sunday 
1:15pm—

2:15pm 
Oremus—Annexe 

Monday 7:00pm Prayer Group—Annexe 

Saturday  
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

“The Feast London” —a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of 

Jesus Family—Annexe 

Editorial (Continued) 

Like the seasoned and weather-beaten wood of the violin, the 

Kenyan people held on to hope with a firm grip  never allowing 

the biting pain of life’s cold north wind break their spirit. They 

learned the grace of acceptance, sacrifice and perseverance; 

though fractured and bruised they remained unbroken. Why? In 

their heart of hearts they believed, nothing can separate us from 

the love of God.  That without God, what is there? This is humani-

ty at its best! This is a faith with muscle that raises the  spirit and 

helps us recognize: that Gods love is stronger than anything in its 

way!     Fr Donie O’Connor MHM 
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