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Office Hours:  
Tuesday—Friday  

10:00am until 2:00pm 

Mass Times 

Monday—Thursday:  

  9:30am     

Friday:  9:30am & 6:30pm 

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  

  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,   

  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Monday—Friday: 

  One hour before   

  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am   

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

Confessions 

Saturday:10:00am—10:30am 

 5:30pm—6:15pm 

Stations of  the Cross 

Friday: after 6:30pm Mass 

Those who have died recently: Theresa Kilcoyne, Tracey Hartwell, 

Spencer Hippolyte, Claudette Bird, Nina Goddard 

Those who are sick: Robin Tobin, Tony Browne   

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Fr James 

McNulty, Billy Hughes, May & Ronnie McClay, Mary Mulhern, Adriano  

Fernandes 

Those Baptised: Ayana Mandakini 

 Let Lent Begin…. 

Anyone who believes all that they read about the life of our churches in the media 

would have been astonished if they had put their head in either of the Masses 

here in Willesden Green on Ash Wednesday. In spite of horrible weather, with 

rain and wind lashing down, the church was full for our Masses. There were peo-

ple young and old, from all corners of the world, who had come together to cele-

brate the beginning of Lent. And not just here in Willesden Green. In parishes all 

over London the Catholic churches were full. It is clearly important for people to 

start Lent in the right way, by receiving the blessed Ashes. 

I hope that everyone who was at Ash Wednesday Mass has made some resolu-

tions about how best to mark the forty days of Lent. This is a time when we 

should try to come close to Jesus Christ, and to let him touch our lives and make 

us better disciples. There are three ways in which we can come closer to the Lord 

in Lent. 

We should try to enrich our life of prayer. This means making a little extra time for 

the Lord, which I know may be hard in the middle of all that busy lives bring with 

them. But think about what you can do, and, if you have a family, what you can do 

together as a family. Remember to pray before meals; maybe come to Stations of 

the Cross on Friday evenings; to pray the Rosary together; or at home with the 

family read a few verses from the gospel and pray about them. 

We should try to fast. This means giving something up for Lent. Usually that is 

some sort of food which we enjoy, but which we don’t actually need. It may be 

worth remembering that many Orthodox Christians, centuries before the current 

fashion, go vegan for Lent. But it may just mean that chocolate or sugar go to the 

back of the cupboard. 

We should try to give money to those in need. You will find CAFOD envelopes be-

ing given out at the Masses this weekend. Please think carefully about what you 

can give to help the Church work with those of our brothers and sisters who are in 

great need – particularly this coming Friday, which is Family Fast Day. Let us all 

find the strength to make this holy season of Lent a time to come close to the 

Lord.            Monsignor Roger 



Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,993.99 (excluding 

standing orders). Standing orders for February amounted to 

£1,509.00. Thank you for your generosity. 

Planned Giving envelopes for the new tax year 2019/2020 for 

existing users are available for collection in the Sacristy after 

Masses today. Please consider using envelopes or a standing 

order for your offertory donations, and Gift Aid your contribution 

which benefits the parish by 25p for every £1 you give at no extra 

cost to you. Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Thank you for your generosity in whatever way you give.   

CAFOD Family Fast Day is on Friday 15 March 2019. This Lent is 

an opportunity to support our brothers and sisters around the 

world. Drought, floods and storms are having a devastating 

impact on our global family. Like Mahinur from Bangladesh. She 

makes a living from fishing but a drought last year killed all the 

fish, and she’s struggling to support her disabled husband and 

son. On Friday 15 March, can you eat a simple meal in solidarity 

and give what you save to help people like Mahinur? Through 

CAFOD’s global Church network - one of the largest aid networks 

in the world – your support can reach to the ends of the earth. 

Our Parish Cafod volunteer will give a talk after all Masses this 

weekend. Please collect your Fast Day envelope from church this 

week, (envelopes are attached to this week’s newsletter) fast this 

Friday and give as much as you can in next week’s collection. 

Please give generously and do Gift aid it.  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Monsignor Roger 

would like to meet with you all on Thursday 21 March at 7:00pm 

in the Presbytery. Please either email the parish office at 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk or telephone on 020 8451 4677 to 

confirm your attendance so we can cater for refreshments as a 

thank you for the important ministry you carry out for the parish. 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham takes place on Saturday 21 

September 2019 led by Cardinal Vincent and the Auxiliary 

Bishops. The theme of the pilgrimage this year is “Blessed are the 

poor, for the Kingdom of God is theirs.” We recall the words of 

his Holiness Pope Francis in his Message for the XXVII World Day 

of the Sick 2019 when he encouraged us to live in solidarity with 

the poor as modelled by Jesus Christ. Our Diocesan Pilgrimage is 

close to the Feast day of Our Lady of Walsingham. As always this 

will be a time of special grace and blessing for all Pilgrims and 

their loved ones. If you would like to attend please either email 

the parish office at willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk or telephone 

020 8451 4677 with your name, email address and telephone 

number so we can get an idea of numbers before booking a 

coach. We will be joining the parishes of Willesden and Harrow 

Road for this pilgrimage.  

First Holy Communion 2019. The children are ready now to 

make their First Confession. Parents can bring them to the church 

between 10:00am and 10:30am or 5:30pm and 6:15pm on a 

Saturday or can make a separate time with Monsignor Roger or 

Fr Sudham that suits them better. Please come as a family—

children will follow your example.  

Readings at Mass 

1st Sunday of Lent Year C 

First Reading:  Deuteronomy 26:4—10 

Psalm Response:  Be with me, O Lord, in my distress 

Second Reading:  St Paul  10:8—13 

Alleluia Verse: Man does not live on bread alone but on 

every word that comes from the mouth of 

God. 

Gospel:  Luke 4:1—13 

Diocesan News 

St. Rose’s Chapel and Prayers Garden are having a Lent Day of 

Retreat, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make His path straight” 

led by Sister Columba op, Sister Marie Henry op, Sister Avril op, 

and Sister Raymunda op on Saturday 16 March 2019. Please 

come and enjoy some time of prayer, reflection and silence. In 

order to facilitate people who wish to come for all or part of the 

day, we have divided the day into three sessions. Session 1: 10.30

-12.00 noon. Lunch at 12 noon. Session 2: 1:00pm—2:00pm. Ses-

sion 3: 2:00pm—3:00pm. All are welcome. 

Post—Synod Reflections for young adults. The next meeting of 

young adults at Archbishop's House will take place on Tuesday 2 

April at 6:30pm. These meetings are an opportunity for young 

adults to come together following the Synod of Bishops meeting 

on youth last October, pray, have input from one of our diocesan 

bishops, reflect and discuss the place of faith in the life of young 

people. Bishop John Sherrington will be leading our reflections 

this time. All young adults are invited to attend. Please confirm 

attendance by emailing youth@rcdow.org.uk. For more details, 

go to www.dowym.com/events. 

Lourdes Pilgrimage 2019. The annual diocesan pilgrimage to 

Lourdes led by Cardinal Vincent Nichols takes place from Satur-

day 20 July until Friday 26 July 2019. The Lourdes theme for 2019 

is “Blessed are the poor”. Please see the poster at the back of the 

church for full details.  

   Parish Diary 

Monday 
5:30pm—

6:30pm 

First Holy Communion class at St 

Mary Magdalen’s Junior School 

Monday 
7:00pm—

8:30pm 

Confirmation class at St Mary 

Magdalen’s Junior School 

Monday  7:00pm  Prayer Group—Annexe 

Thursday 7:15pm SVP—Annexe 

Friday 7:00pm Stations of the Cross—Church 

Saturday  
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

“The Feast London” - a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of Jesus 

Family in the Annexe 

mailto:youth@rcdow.org.uk
http://www.dowym.com/events

