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Office Hours:  

Tuesday—Friday  

10:00am until 2:00pm 

Mass Times 

Monday— Thursday:  

  9:30am     

Friday:  9:30am & 6:30pm 

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  

  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,

(includes Children’s Liturgy),   

  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Monday—Friday: 

  One hour before   

  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am   

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday (Holy Hour):  

  7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday:10:00am—10:30am 

 5:30pm—6:15pm 

Those who have died recently: Mary Crean, Rose Hennessy  

Those who are sick: Stewart Samaden, Brendan Howard, Babs Barrett   

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Festus Sumoila 

Yesufu, Omoregie Yesufu, Joseph Flaherty, Eric, Ann & Stanley Lindford, 

Alice Minogue, Michael & Bridget Higgins, Mary Enright 

Those Baptised: Callie Mary Campbell, Arely Pires Coutinho, Vivien 

Trinity O’Connor, Chukwuemelie Greatness Ekwerekwu, Chukwuzaram 

Victory Ekwerekwu 

 Our hearts cannot fail to have been moved by the death of the 39 people in the 
refrigerated lorry last week. That human life should be reduced to a commodity 
to enrich others is so scandalous.  

Reading the terrible story as it unfolded reminded me of some of the people I 
met during my work in prison. Some of them had done terrible things, and had 
caused huge harm to people around them—sometimes strangers, sometimes fam-
ily. I was wondering what was going through the mind of the man who drove the 
lorry. When talking with people who had committed awful offences, the words 
of our gospel today “God be merciful to me a sinner” had a new weight. The last 
time I read these  words through in a bible study group was in Feltham Young 
Offenders prison. They were young men and teenagers wanting to be baptised 
and become Catholics.  

A little explanation had to come first, of course, because they had never heard 
the word Pharisee before, and we had to go back in our minds 2000 years to see 
just who Pharisees were. And again, tax collectors needed a little explanation as 
well. The lads needed to understand that tax collectors in the time of Jesus were 
less like a faceless civil servant and much more like the Kray twins, about whom 
they knew a distressingly large amount. They knew at first hand the tax collec-
tor’s  world of extortion and violence. They also had a very wrong image of the 
Church as being a place only for the perfect, for people who knew all their pray-
ers, who never did anything wrong, people whose lives were light years away 
from theirs.   Until they came to prison, many will have thought the ‘religious’ 
person was like the Pharisee, who had no time for the sinner, for the criminal. 

In the context of prison, this parable of Jesus strikes home immediately and 
clearly. With some astonishment, the boys worked out who was at rights with 
God – it is the one  who has experienced his mercy. In fact one of the boys told 
me that when he got out he would  have the words ‘God be merciful to me a sin-
ner’ tattooed on his arm so he will never forget them. 

I doubt whether many of us will be queueing at the parlour for our own tattoo of 
these words. But they should be an indelible, an irremovable part of our prayer 
life. Our need for God’s mercy may not be so clear as the need of someone in a 
prison cell. But that we all need his mercy is true. That’s why at the beginning of 
every Mass we say ‘Lord have mercy’. That’s why we should come to confes-
sion. That’s why Jesus died on the cross for us. 

Monsignor Roger. 



Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,875.83 (excluding 

standing orders). Standing orders for September amounted to 

£1,541.00. Thank you for your generosity. 

Gift Aid. The parish has received £10,441.87 in Gift Aid for the 

last financial year 18/19. These monies make a significant 

difference to our parish finances, and don’t cost you, or the 

parish, anything extra. In order to claim Gift Aid, donors simply 

have to sign a Gift Aid declaration form and donate via envelope 

or by standing order. If you can help the parish by Gift aiding your 

donations please contact the parish office.  

The Magee Family. We would like to sincerely thank the Magee 

family who have very kindly donated the sum of £1,200.00 to the 

parish Special Needs Group. The sum has also been gift aided 

which will mean in effect we will receive a total donation of 

£1,500.00 to assist people in and around the parish with learning 

disabilities. Damian Magee sent this note—”Our parents worked 

for Brent Council looking after adults with learning difficulties in 

Willesden from 1970 for 20 years. We went to school at Linacre 

Road in the late 70’s and celebrated our First Holy Communion at 

the Church in 77/78. It's a pleasure to be able to help.“  

Magdala magazine will be on sale this weekend. 

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place this weekend.  

Roman Catholic Secondary School, Sixth Form, Nursery, Infant, 

and Primary School Applications. On 29 October 2019 (for 

secondary school and sixth form) and on 26, 28, 29 November 

and 2, 3, 9, December and 4 January 2020 (for nursery, infant and 

primary), Monsignor Roger will be available to sign the Certificate 

of Catholic Practice for those who attend Mass here every week 

and have done so for some years. Newer parishioners should 

bring a letter from their previous parish. Please telephone the 

parish office this week between 10:00am and 2:00pm, Tuesday to 

Thursday, to make an appointment. Appointments will take place 

in the Sacristy, so please come into the church, not Clergy House, 

and take a seat on one of the front pews. Please bring with you a 

Certificate of Catholic Practice form for each school you are 

applying for. The form can be obtained by visiting the Diocese of 

Westminster website at rcdow.org.uk. Please complete the top 

half of each form before your appointment. Thank you.    

Solemnity of All Saints is on Friday 1 November 2019, a Holy day 

of Obligation when we must attend Mass—not to do so is the 

same as missing Mass on a Sunday, a mortal sin. There will be 

Mass at 9:30am as usual and also at 7:00pm.  

All Souls’ Day will be celebrated on Saturday 2 November 2019 

with Mass at 9.30am. During November four Masses a week will 

be said for the Holy Souls. Please write the names of your 

deceased relatives and friends on one of the sheets which can be 

found on the table at the back of the church, place the sheet in 

the envelope provided along with any offering you might like to 

make, and post it through the inner presbytery letterbox or give it 

to one of the clergy. 

Readings at Mass 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

First Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 35:12—14. 16—19 

Psalm Response:  This poor man called; the Lord heard him. 

Second Reading:  St Paul 4:6—8. 16—18 

Alleluia Verse: Blessed are you , Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, for revealing the mysteries of the king-

dom to mere children. 

Gospel:  Luke 18:9—14 

   Parish Diary 

Monday  7:00pm  Prayer Group—Annexe 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2020. The first meetings 

for children and parents who have registered will be in the 

church on Monday 4 November 2019 at either 5:30pm-6:30pm 

for First Holy Communion, and 7:00pm- 8:00pm for Confirmation. 

We are also looking for volunteers to assist with our First Holy 

Communion and Confirmation programmes and would encourage 

parents whose children are preparing for this Sacrament to 

consider putting themselves forward. 

Bethany Bereavement Group Mass, for all those whose funerals 

have taken place in the parish, particularly in the past year, will 

be celebrated at 7:30pm on Friday 8 November 2019. All are 

welcome to come and offer the greatest prayer we have—the 

Mass—for their deceased loved ones.  

Bishop’s Visitation. Bishop John Sherrington will be coming to 

our parish on the weekend of 9—10 November. He will be at all 

our Masses and is looking forward to meeting as many of you as 

possible after Mass. 

Altar Servers. When Bishop John Sherrington visits our parish on 

the weekend of the 9/10 November he would like to meet with 

all of the altar servers on Saturday 9 November at 7:30pm in the 

Sacristy. It would be lovely if you could all be there. Could 

parents/guardians please email the parish office at 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk to confirm servers attendance. 

Collectors. Fire Warden Training takes place on Thursday 14 

November 2019 at St Joseph’s church, 339 High Road, Wembley, 

HA9 6AG commencing at 7:00pm. We would like as many 

collectors as possible to attend. Please can you give your name 

and contact details to the parish office. Please telephone 020 

8451 4677 or email willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk.  

St Mary Magdalen Parish Special Needs Group will be holding a 

charity ‘Race Night’ on Saturday 16 November 2019 at the Rising 

Sun, 25 Harlesden Road, Willesden Green, London NW10 2BY 

commencing at 7:30pm. All monies raised from the evening will 

be used to pay for a Christmas lunch and gifts for people in and 

around the parish with learning disabilities. We hope to see you 

all there. Children are welcome. Please see the poster at the back 

of the church. 


