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Office Hours:  

Tuesday—Friday  

10:00am until 2:00pm 

Mass Times 

Monday— Thursday:  

  9:30am     

Friday:  9:30am & 6:30pm 

Saturday: 9:30am, 6:30pm (Vigil  

  Mass of Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am,

(includes Children’s Liturgy),   

  12:00 noon, 6:30pm 

Sinhalese Mass 

Last Sunday of the month: 4:30pm 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Monday—Friday: 

  One hour before   

  morning Mass 

Saturday: 8:30am—9:30am   

  5:30pm—6:15pm 

First Friday (Holy Hour):  

  7:00pm—8:00pm 

Confessions 

Saturday:10:00am—10:30am 

 5:30pm—6:15pm 

Those who have died recently: Fr Peter Stevens, Lydia Pambakian, 

Dermot Kenny, Olive Hollowed   

Those who are sick: Stewart Samaden, Brendan Howard, Bernie  

Mahon, John Joyce  

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Vivienne Mangan, 

Bill Mawn, Muriel & George Wilson, Paul Etuka, Teresa McGovern, Timmy 

Clifford, Teresa Mahon, Anna Marie Papa, Mary Ann Quinn  

Persecuted and Forgotten? 

 

As we approach Advent, our readings speak of the struggles 

which many followers of Jesus may encounter because of their 

faith in him. The gospel today, for example, says that ‘men will 

seize you and persecute you’. 

I have been reading a document called ‘Persecuted and Forgot-

ten?’ published by Aid to the  Church in Need. It highlights the 

struggles which so many Christians are facing each and every day 

in our world. I must emphasise that those who are attacking 

Christians come from an extreme and distorted part of their faiths, 

and also that in the past Christians have persecuted others. But the 

reality  now is that Christianity is the most persecuted religion in 

the world today. Sadly, here in Willesden Green, we know so well 

how the Sri Lankan community was shocked by the outrages at 

Easter. I have also read about the suffering of the Church in the 

Philippines, where a cathedral was bombed on 27th January this 

year, with 20 people killed and 100 injured. Churches have been 

targeted in Nigeria. In North Korea it is reported that tens of thou-

sands of Christians are imprisoned for their faith. This is to high-

light but a very few of the places and countries of persecution. 

On Wednesday 27th November there will be a prayer event at 

Westminster Cathedral at 6.30pm. Maybe you could go. Maybe 

you can support the work of A.C.N. for the our fellow Christians. 

Please pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters all over the 

world. 

Monsignor Roger. 



Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,863.16 (excluding 

standing orders). Standing orders for October amounted to 

£2,193.00. Thank you for your generosity. 

The Sick and Retired Priests’ Fund. A big thank you to everyone 

who so generously donated to the Sick & Retired Priests’ 

collection last weekend. To date the sum of £631.29 has been 

donated. Your generosity is heart-warming and means our sick 

and retired priests will receive the care and support they need. If, 

by any chance, you haven’t had the chance to make your 

donation, there is still time. You will find envelopes at the back of 

the church or you can donate online through the Diocese 

website. The care of priests in their old age, and at a time of 

illness, is a priority of the Church. It is a wonderful way for us to 

come together and say ‘Thank you’ to the priests who have 

served us. May God bless you for your kindness. 

Convent of Jesus and Mary Catholic Infant School & Nursery 

Admission 2020—2021. Packs are now available from the school 

office for admission to Nursery and Reception for September 

2020. Reception Open Day is Monday 18 November at 9:15am 

and 2:00pm. Nursery Open Day is Wednesday 20 November at 

9:15am and 2:00pm. 

Ashford Place. The monthly collection of non perishable food 

stuffs only, for Ashford Place, takes place next weekend.  

St Mary Magdalen’s School Christmas Fair takes place on Friday 

29 November 2019 from 5:00pm until 8:00pm. There will be a 

BBQ and bar, cake sale and ‘Bake Off’, craft stall, carol singers, 

games, raffle, tombola and much more! We hope to see you all 

there. All profits will be used to support the school to advance 

the education and wellbeing of the pupils. Raffle tickets will be on 

sale after all Masses next weekend 23/24 November 2019. 

Christmas Gifts for Prisoners’ Children. the Prison Advice and 

Care Trust (Pact) is working together with the support of Caritas 

Westminster, the Archdiocese of Southwark and the Diocese of 

Arundel and Brighton to run ‘Operation Elf’, our Christmas 

Campaign. Whilst the gifts are provided by parishioners, they 

provide them to the children via their incarcerated loved ones. 

This takes place during specially organised Christmas Family Days 

which take place in the prison visiting halls and chapels in 

December. In this way, they support loving bonds between 

parents and children who are separated on Christmas Day. They 

run this initiative because Christmas can be a very upsetting, 

lonely and confusing time for children, particularly when their 

loved one is not able to spend what may be their favourite day of 

the year with them. Last year, the generosity of parishes provided 

over 1200 presents making children across the three Dioceses 

feel very special and remembered during the festive season. 

There is a poster at the back of the church which provides more 

information and details a list of appropriate presents to purchase. 

Please do not wrap the gifts. Gifts would need to be bought and 

returned to the parish office by Friday 29 November 2019. Please 

contact Kathleen in the parish office if you have any questions.   

Readings at Mass 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

First Reading:  Malachi 3:19—20  

Psalm Response:  The Lord comes to rule the peoples with 

fairness. 

Second Reading:  St Paul 3:7—12 

Alleluia Verse: Stay awake, praying at all times for the 

strength to stand with confidence before the 

Son of Man. 

Gospel:  Luke 21:5—19 

   Parish Diary 

Monday  7:00pm  Prayer Group—Annexe 

Saturday  
3:00pm—

5:00pm 

“The Feast London” - a Catholic 

prayer meeting of the Light of Jesus 

Family in the Annexe 

Celtic Sleep Out, London 2019. Andy Daniels, one of our 

parishioners and a member of North West London CSC has signed 

up to take part in Celtic FC Foundation's Celtic Sleep Out, London 

2019 event and will spend the night under the stars on Saturday 

30 November 2019 at St Anne's Primary School, Whitechapel, in 

severe weather conditions. He and others have been tasked with 

raising a minimum of £520 and kindly ask you to support with a 

donation, no matter how big or small. Funds raised will support 

Celtic FC Foundation's 2019 Christmas Appeal, which reflects the 

very essence of why our Club was set up back in 1887. The Appeal 

will help local families and pensioners who face poverty and 

hardship and a number of charities who care for those 

experiencing the torment of homelessness or other 

disadvantages. Your support will be invaluable. For details on 

how to donate please contact Andy on 07813 207 976.  

Afternoon for new and existing Readers takes place on Saturday 

7 December 2019 at 3:00pm in the church. Could all readers 

please make every effort to attend.  

Catholic Mothers have produced a beautiful diary for 2020 which 

are now on sale in the repository at £19.75 each (which includes 

a 10% discount). With Christmas only 45 days away why not 

purchase one for your mum or your nan. I’m sure they’ll love it. 

Repository. Advent calendars, Advent candles, wreaths, cribs, 

Christmas cards, Mass bouquets, Christmas story books, church 

art calendars, cribs, candles, selection of cards to suit all 

occasions and religious items are on sale now in the Repository.       

Funeral Notice  

Reception of the late Michael Joseph O’Malley takes place on 

Monday 18 November 2019 at 6:30pm and the Requiem Mass 

takes place on Tuesday 19 November 2019 at 12:30pm followed 

by Cremation at West London Crematorium at 2:15pm 

May he rest in peace 


