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Divine Mercy Sunday  

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, 

and you can see to the right 

the image of Our Lord as 

‘Divine Mercy’ as he appeared 

to Sister Faustina. It is an im-

age beloved by many all over 

the world.  

These words of Pope Francis, 

from the Papal Bull published 

for the Year of Mercy, are  

important for us today: 

“We need constantly to  

contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, se-

renity, and peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word 

reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ul-

timate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: 

the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person 

who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on 

the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, 

opening our hearts to a hope of being loved forever despite our 

sinfulness.” 

As we call on the mercy of God, may the peace of the Risen 

Christ be with you all. 

                                   Monsignor Roger.                                       

Those who have died recently: Mgr John Anthony Coghlan, Fr John Seabrook, Mary D’Bras  

Those who are sick: Delton John Daroux, Breda Foley, Babs Barrett, Peter Corcoran, Elfriede Singleton, 

 Michael O’Callaghan, Francis Maguire  

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Christopher & Elizabeth Doran, William Langan, Edward 

Edva Benoit, Eugene Lee  

Spiritual Quote of  the Week 

“For by your doubting, I am 

taught to believe, by your forked-

tongue, that revealed the wound 

on the divine body that was 

pierced, I harvest the fruit for my-

self without pain.” 
St John Chrysostom (347-407) Father and Doctor 
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Parish News 

What happens if you go into hospital? In light of strict data 

protection rules it is essential that on entering hospital you 

indicate that your details or those of your relative are to be 

passed to the Roman Catholic chaplain. Also state that you or 

your relative Catholic chaplain to visit you. Chaplains visit the 

wards during would like the Roman the week and provide an on-

call service in case of emergencies.  

Finances. Standing orders for March amounted to £3,381.00. 

Thank you for your generosity. Although the celebration of public 

Masses has ceased at present because of the pandemic the life of 

the church, its witness to the Love of God, and its care for those 

in need, continues, as do all the costs necessary to maintain our 

presence here in Willesden Green. We kindly ask that if you are 

able, you might continue contributing so that we maintain our life 

and witness. I quite understand that for some of you it has 

become increasingly difficult to work at this time, and the care of 

your family must be your top priority. Some parishioners who 

normally give by cash in the Sunday collection have asked how 

they can donate. Please visit the ‘Donate to our Parish’ tab on our 

web page which will give you details on how you can pay https://

parish.rcdow.org.uk/willesdengreen/donate/ Shortly we will also 

have a Virgin Money Giving link. Remember If you are able to 

donate, and are a tax payer, please complete the Gift Aid option 

which enables the parish to claim 25% more from the 

government without you paying anything extra. Thank you all for 

everything that you give to our parish, financially, spiritually and 

pastorally. We all rely on this generosity of heart and spirit.  

Facebook. Please take a look at our new Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/SMMWillesden where we have posted 

Masses, articles, interviews, photographs, meditations and videos 

from a wide range of sources, including ‘The Vatican’ and ‘The 

Catholic Herald’. We would also very much like to post your 

photographs/poems/ ideas on how you are coping with self-

isolation and lockdown. Please email these to us at 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk or use Messenger. Thank you to 

everyone who has already visited the page and ‘liked’ us! Please 

spread the word! 

Parish Group email. If you have not received an email from the 

parish updating you on our current situation in response to the 

coronavirus pandemic, Mass links and other resources it is likely 

that you either have not completed a parish registration form or 

that your contact details need to be updated. Please either 

telephone the parish office on 020 8451 4677 or email 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk with your email address.  

Weekly Newsletter. We are trying to continue this online version 

which appears on our website. Let us know of anything that you 

might like to include. Daily Mass is posted each day on our 

YouTube page St Mary Magdalen's RC Church, Willesden, London 

and Facebook page www.facebook.com/SMMWillesden. You can 

also find attached to the website a list of parishes so that you can 

participate in Mass via live streaming. Alternatively you can join 

Pope Francis on: https://www.youtube.com/channel/

CxIsefyl9g9A5SGWA4FvGIA/featured. There are regular 

Readings at Mass 

2nd Sunday of Easter  

First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles  2:42—47 

Psalm Response:  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his 

love has no end. 

Second Reading:  St Peter 1:3—9 

Alleluia Verse: Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see 

me, Happy are those who have not seen and 

yet believe.’ 

Gospel:  John  20:19—31 

celebrations of Mass broadcast by RTE Radio 1 Extra and are 

accessible here on a standard radio, on 252 Long Wave. Please 

share this information verbally with any people who, through lack 

of internet links, would otherwise not receive it. More detail is 

available via email from roger.childs@rte.ie. Any notices for the 

weekly Sunday newsletter should be given to the Parish Office by 

Wednesday noon via email at willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk.  

Diocesan News 

Mental health during COVID-19 isolation. The Catholic Bishops 

Conference of England & Wales have advice and suggestions for 

how Catholics can protect their mental health during the chal-

lenging time we face due to Coronavirus. Please visit: https://

www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/

coronavirus-guidelines/what-can-catholics-do-to-protect-their-

mental-health-during-the-coronavirus/  

Support those who suffer domestic abuse during the pandemic. 

Following the announcement from domestic abuse charity Ref-

uge that the National Domestic Abuse Helpline has seen a 25% 

increase in calls and online requests for help since the lockdown, 

Bishop John Sherrington, of the Bishops’ Conference domestic 

abuse working group, commented: ‘At this time of national emer-

gency, we are being asked to stay at home to save lives, but for 

those who are experiencing domestic abuse, the home is far from 

being a place of security, self-fulfilment and health. Too often it is 

a place of pain, fear, degradation and isolation. There are many 

for whom the call to stay at home will be dangerous and poten-

tially life-threatening.’ To read Bishop John’s full comments and 

for information and support on domestic abuse please vis-

it :https://rcdow.org.uk/news/bishop-john-support-those-who-

suffer-domestic-abuse-during-the-pandemic/   
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Sunday Readings and Prayers 

Entrance Antiphon 1 Pt 2: 2 

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, that 

in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia. 

Collect 

God of everlasting mercy, 

who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast kindle the faith of the 

people you have made your own, increase, we pray, the grace you 

have bestowed, that all may grasp and rightly understand in what 

font they have been washed, by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 

by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever. 

First Reading:  Acts 2:42-47 

The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the 

apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the 

prayers. 

The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a 

deep impression on everyone. 

The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they 

sold their goods and possessions and shared out the proceeds among 

themselves according to what each one needed. 

They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses 

for the breaking of bread; they shared their food gladly and 

generously; they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. 

Day by day the Lord added to their community those destined to be 

saved.  

 Responsorial psalm: 117 

R/.   Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

1. Let the sons of Israel say:  

“His love has no end.”  

Let the sons of Aaron say:  

“His love has no end.”  

Let those who fear the Lord say:  

“His love has no end.” R./ 

 

2. I was thrust, thrust down and falling  

but the Lord is my strength and my song; 

he is my saviour. There are shouts of joy and victory  

in the tents of the just. R./ 

 

3. The stone which the builders rejected  

has become the corner stone. 

This is the work of the Lord,  

a marvel in our eyes.  

This day was made by the Lord; 

 we rejoice and are glad. R./ 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great 

mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ 

from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an 

inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, 

because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, 

God's power will guard you until the salvation which has been 

prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of great joy 

for you, even though you may for a short time have to bear being 

plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, 

your faith will have been tested and proved like gold - only it is more 

precious than gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing 

by fire - and then you will have praise and glory and honour. You did 

not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are 

already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, 

because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith 

looks forward, that is, the salvation of your souls.  

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia, Alleluia!   

Jesus said: “You believe because you can see me:  

happy are those who have not seen me and yet believe.” Alleluia! 

Gospel:  John 20:19-31 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors 

were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the 

Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, 'Peace be 

with you,' and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples 

were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them 

again, 'Peace be with you. 

 'As the Father sent me, 

 so am I sending you.' 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

 'Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 For those whose sins you forgive, 

 they are forgiven; 

 for those whose sins you retain, 

 they are retained.' 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, 'We have seen the 

Lord', he answered, 'Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his 

hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I 

can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.' Eight days later the 

disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The 

doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. 'Peace 

be with you' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put your finger here; 

look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. 

Doubt no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My Lord and my God!' 

Jesus said to him: 

 'You believe because you can see me.  

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.' 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples 

saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing this you may have life through his name. 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Accept, O Lord, we pray, 

the oblations of your people 

that, renewed by confession of your name and by Baptism, 

they may attain unending happiness. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Communion Antiphon Cf. Jn 20: 27 

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be 

unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 

Prayer after Communion 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that our reception of this paschal Sacrament may  

have a continuing effect 

in our minds and hearts. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
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Sunday 19 April 2020 – 2nd Sunday of  Easter 

6:30pm   Maria O’Beirne Ints 

9:00am   Bridget Connell Anniv 

10:30am   Christopher & Elizabeth Doran Anniv 

12 noon   William Langan Anniv 

6:30pm   People of the Parish   
        

Monday 20 April 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Pascoal Dias RIP 

        
Tuesday 21 April 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   John Connolly RIP 

        

Wednesday 22 April 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Anthony Connolly RIP 

        
Thursday 23 April 2020 – St George, Martyr, Patron of  England 

9:30am   Micky Dennehy RIP 

        
Friday 24 April 2020  – Ss Erkenwald & Mellitus, Bishops 

9:30am   Bridie Coleman RIP 

6:30pm   Betty & Mary Mulhern Anniv 

        

Saturday 25 April 2020 – St Mark, Evangelist 

9:30am   Margaret Ornsby RIP 

6:30pm   People of the Parish   
        

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


