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When Two or Three 

This is a picture of a miracle. If you didn’t know what it was about, 

you might think that it was a picture of a lively discussion in a 17th 

Century pub. There are no 

trumpets, no angels fluttering 

about with their wings, no 

lightning flashes. In a way it 

looks quite ordinary. There is 

a meal on the table – a chick-

en, fruit and, of course bread. 

The two men are clearly 

astonished by what the third has said to them. The inn keeper is lis-

tening in.  

Yet what we are seeing here is a painting of a miracle, of God’s ac-

tion in history. The artist, Caravaggio, has chosen to paint the ap-

pearance on the road to Emmaus in Luke’s gospel – chapter 24, 

verse 13ff-  in the ordinary setting of an inn or pub. The resurrection 

appearances of Jesus Christ do not take place in majesty and gran-

deur; they happen in a garden, in an inn, by the lakeside, in an ordi-

nary room in a house.  

Of course, we treasure the presence of Jesus Christ in the Mass. We 

love to visit our churches and pray with others and receive Holy 

Communion. But read about the resurrection of Jesus in the gospels 

and as you pray together as a family at home, maybe watch 

YouTube, or just quietly say the Rosary by yourself, give thanks for his 

promise that when two or three gather in his name, he is with them. 

                                     Monsignor Roger. 

Those who have died recently: Mary D’Bras, Fr Anthony Conlon  

Those who are sick: Breda Foley, Babs Barrett, Peter Corcoran, Elfriede Singleton, Michael O’Callaghan,  

Francis Maguire, Monica Lynch, Ann Stack  

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Molly Ayres, Zofia & Henryk Nowicki, Patrick Killian,  

Patrick & Gladys McGowan, Sharon Lynch  

Spiritual Quote of  the Week 

 

“Let us sing alleluia here on 

earth, while we still live in anxie-

ty, so that we may sing it one day 

in heaven in full security.”  

St Augustine Of Hippo 
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Parish News 

Monsignor Roger and Father Sudham thank all those 

parishioners who sent Easter cards and personal offerings, 

especially during this difficult time. It’s very much appreciated. 

Needing help throughout the Coronavirus outbreak? A group of 

parishioners have volunteered to provide support to those who 

are self-isolating and to all those needing practical help in our 

community such as offering to shop and deliver groceries etc. 

Please get in touch if there is anything that we can do or if you 

simply would like someone to talk to. If you are referring 

someone else, please make sure that they are happy for you to 

provide their details and for us to contact them. Please telephone 

020 8451 4677 or email willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk. 

Remember you are not alone and help is at hand.  

Weekly Newsletter. We are trying to continue this online version 

which appears on our website. Let us know of anything that you 

might like to include.  

Readings at Mass 

3rd Sunday of Easter  

First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles  2:14. 22—33 

Psalm Response:  Show us, Lord, the path of life. 

Second Reading:  St Peter 1:17—21 

Alleluia Verse: Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us. Make 

our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 

Gospel:  Luke 24:13—35 

Diocesan News 

Good Counsel Network. Sunday 26 April is the Feast of Our La-

dy, Mother of Good Counsel, which is the 52nd anniversary of the 

last day in Britain when it was illegal to perform abortions. Please 

say the prayer to Our Lady, Mother of Good Counsel:  

http://www.goodcounselnet.co.uk/Our-Patron-Saints.html  

Cardinal Vincent thanks NHS staff and care workers in all 

settings for the work they are doing during the Covid-19 pandem-

ic. In this video he explains that Masses will be live-streamed 

each Thursday evening at 7pm from one of the cathedrals around 

the country, which began with the first Mass on Thursday  23 

April at Westminster Cathedral. The dates, locations and live-

streaming information (link in the name of the cathedral) for the 

next five Masses have also been announced. They are as follows: 

30 April: Bishop Richard Moth, Arundel Cathedral  

7 May: Bishop Marcus Stock, Leeds Cathedral 

14 May: Bishop Robert Byrne CO, Newcastle Cathedral 

21 May: Bishop Mark Davies, Shrewsbury Cathedral 

28 May: Bishop Terence Drainey, Middlesbrough Cathedral 

Cardinal Vincent’s video can be viewed at: https://rcdow.org.uk/

cardinal/  

Diocese of Westminster: Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal 2020. The 

Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal has been extended to help even more 

people affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. Funds raised will be 

available for parishes and schools across Westminster Diocese to 

respond to the needs of their local communities. The Cardinal’s 

Lenten Appeal 2020 

Pray for your intentions by lighting a virtual candle with SVP. 

Recognising the growing desire to grow in spirituality and reflec-

tion during these unprecedented times, Christian charity the St 

Vincent de Paul Society (SVP England and Wales) has created a 

light-a-candle platform on its website, to give people another way 

to pray for their intentions. For any Christians missing the oppor-

tunity to find peace and serenity in church, praying for their cho-

sen intention and lighting a candle symbolise that prayer. Now 

they can find a small place of spiritual calm on this SVP website: 

www.svp.org.uk/light-candle.   

Magnificat Prayer Resource. During this challenging time, the 

publishers of Magnificat are offering complimentary access to the 

online version of the resource to help people pray at home. Mag-

nificat contains the readings for Sunday and daily Mass, together 

with simplified versions of morning and evening prayer, as well as  

reflections and meditations. The online version of Magnificat can 

be accessed at http://www.magnificat.com/free  

Catholic papers Online. Due to the Coronavirus many of the 

Catholic Diocesan newspapers have been put on one website 

www.ChurchPaper.co.uk so you can stay in contact with the 

Church and the Catholic community. There are over 600 editions 

of the following newspapers: A&B News, Cardiff People, Catholic 

East Anglia, The Vine, UCM, Reach- Catholic Schools Paper,  

additional newspapers are expected to be added shortly. 
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Sunday Readings and Prayers 
Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 1-2 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; 

O sing to the glory of his name. 

O render him glorious praise, alleluia. 

Collect 

May your people exult for ever, O God, 

in renewed youthfulness of spirit, 

so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory  

of our adoption, 

we may look forward in confident hope 

to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity  

of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

First Reading:  Acts 2:14, 22-28 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the 

crowd in a loud voice: Men of Israel, listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the 

Nazarene was a man commended to you by God by the miracles and portents 

and signs that God worked through him when he was among you, as you all 

know. This man, who was put into your power by the deliberate intention and 

foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by men outside the Law. You 

killed him, but God raised him to life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for 

it was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as David says of him: 

  I saw the Lord before me always, 

  for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. 

  So my heart was glad 

  and my tongue cried out with joy; 

  my body, too, will rest in the hope 

  that you will not abandon my soul to Hades 

  nor allow your holy one to experience   

  corruption. 

  You have made known the way of life to me, 

  you will fill me with gladness through your presence. 

Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself is dead and buried: 

his tomb is still with us. But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had 

sworn him an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne, 

what he foresaw and spoke about was the resurrection of the Christ: he is the 

one who was not abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not experience 

corruption. God raised this man Jesus to life, and all of us are witnesses to that. 

Now raised to the heights by Gods right hand, he has received from the Father 

the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you see and hear is the   

outpouring of that Spirit.  

Responsorial psalm: 15 

 

R/.  Show us, Lord, the path of life. 

1. Preserve me, Lord, I take refuge in you.  

I say to the Lord: “You are my God.  

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;  

it is you yourself who are my prize.” R./ 

 

2. I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel,  

who even at night directs my heart.  

I keep the Lord ever in my sight:  

since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. R./ 

 

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;  

even my body shall rest in safety.  

For you will not leave my soul among the dead,  

nor let your beloved know decay. R./ 

 

4. You will show me the path of life,  

the fullness of joy in your presence,  

at your right hand happiness forever. R./ 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-21 

If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has no favourites and judges 

everyone according to what he has done, you must be scrupulously careful as 

long as you are living away from your home. Remember, the ransom that was 

paid to free you from the useless way of life your  ancestors handed down was 

not paid in anything corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in the precious 

blood of a lamb without spot or stain, namely Christ; who, though known since    

before the world was made, has been revealed only in our time, the end of the 

ages, for your sake. Through him you now have faith in God, who raised him 

from the dead and gave him glory for that very reason - so that you would have 

faith and hope in God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia!   

Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us.  Make our hearts burn within us as 

you talk to us. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel:  Luke 24:13-35 

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village called Emmaus, 

seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had 

happened. Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and walked by 

their side; but something prevented them from recognising him. He said to 

them, 'What matters are you discussing as you walk along?' They stopped 

short, their faces downcast. 

Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, 'You must be the only person 

staying in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have been happening 

there these last few days.' 'What things?' he asked. 'All about Jesus of 

Nazareth' they answered 'who proved he was a great prophet by the things he 

said and did in the sight of God and of the whole people; and how our chief 

priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had 

him crucified. Our own hope had been that he would be the one to set Israel 

free. And this is not all: two whole days have gone by since it all happened; and 

some women from our group have astounded us: they went to the tomb in the 

early morning, and when they did not find the body, they came back to tell us 

they had seen a vision of angels who declared he was alive. Some of our friends 

went to the tomb and found everything exactly as the women had reported, 

but of him they saw nothing.' 

Then he said to them, 'You foolish men! So slow to believe the full message of 

the prophets! Was it not ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter 

into his glory?' Then, starting with Moses and going through all the prophets, 

he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about 

himself. 

When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to 

go on; but they pressed him to stay with them. 'It is nearly evening' they said 

'and the day is almost over.' So he went in to stay with them. Now while he was 

with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it 

and handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; 

but he had vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, 'Did not our 

hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained the 

scriptures to us?' 

They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the 

Eleven assembled together with their companions, who said to them, 'Yes, it is 

true. The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.' Then they told their story 

of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised him at the 

breaking of bread. 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Receive, O Lord, we pray, 

these offerings of your exultant Church, 

and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness, 

grant also that the gifts we bring 

may bear fruit in perpetual happiness. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

Communion Antiphon Lk 24: 35 

The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread, alleluia. 

Prayer after Communion 

Look with kindness upon your people, O Lord, 

and grant, we pray, that those you were pleased to renew by   eternal mysteries 

may attain in their flesh the incorruptible glory of the resurrection. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
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Sunday 26 April 2020 – 3rd Sunday of  Easter 

 

    The Mass Intentions for the weekend are:   
    People of the Parish   

    Molly Ayres Anniv 

  Zofia & Henryk Nowicki Anniv 
    Leah Misir RIP 

    Patrick & Gladys McGowan Anniv 

        

Monday 27 April 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Patrick Killian Anniv 

        

Tuesday 28 April 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Mary Florence & Edward O’Grady RIP 

        

Wednesday 29 April 2020 – St Catherine of  Siena, Virgin & Doctor, Patron     
of  Europe 

9:30am   Obi-Udeaja Family Ints 

        

Thursday 30 April 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Bernie Hamill RIP 

        

Friday 1 May 2020  – Easter Feria 

9:30am   P.J. Phelan RIP 

6:30pm   Peter McHugh Anniv 

        

Saturday 2 May 2020 – St Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor 

9:30am   Philomena Coughlin RIP 

6:30pm   Oliver Fay Anniv 

        

    

    

    

    

    


