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We’ll meet again. 

The commemoration of VE Day has 

turned my mind to the past. My mother 

was a medical student at the Royal Free 

Hospital during the last years of the Sec-

ond World War. It was a period which 

made an indelible mark on her memory. 

The evil of Nazism, an atheistic creed, 

had to be defeated. My mother spoke of 

the daily fear which Londoners lived 

with as the air raids from the Nazis rained down death and destruction on the city. 

In particular, she remembered the V2 bombs, their roar and then their silence as 

they fell on the city beneath.  

Music was an important part of lifting peoples’ spirits at that time, and my mother 

had fond memories of Dame Vera Lynn, and especially of her song ‘We’ll Meet 

Again’, a song which looks forward to a better future. It touched the hearts of 

families separated by war, and even by death, and resonates well with a faith in 

the eternal life promised by the Risen Lord. 

Her Majesty the Queen, with her memories of the Second World War, alluded to 

Vera Lynn and ‘We’ll Meet Again’ recently. Whether in the six year struggle of the 

war or in the current emergency, we must look forward with hope, without for-

getting the anguish which many are suffering. 

While the past is important, and its lessons should never be forgotten, for Chris-

tians it is the future which is always of the greatest importance. Ours is a faith 

which is indeed rooted in God’s action in history, but it also looks forward to the 

future. Our beautiful gospel today expresses just this. Speaking for us all, Thomas 

asks ‘How can we know the way?’ How indeed, when life can be so challenging. 

Well, the way is shown to us by Jesus Christ. It is the way which will lead us to our 

Father’s house, where we will all meet again.  

In the meantime, it is for each and every one of us, while looking to the future, to 

lead lives now that are rooted in the teaching and love of Jesus Christ, the Way, 

the Truth and the Life.                             Monsignor Roger 

Those who have died recently: Joao Fernandes, Xavier Fernandes  

Those who are sick: Delton (John) Daroux, Phillipa Daroux, Cleveland Ellington, Esmie Ellington,  

Sylvia Roberts, Julia Egan   

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Douglas & Annie Doran, Ernie & Catherine Lindford,  

Phil McGovern  

Spiritual Quote of  the Week 

    “A humble soul does not trust 

itself, but places all its confidence 

in God.”  

St. Faustina  
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Parish News 

Is Everyone ok? A group of parishioners have volunteered to 

provide support to those who are self-isolating and to all those 

needing practical help in our community such as offering to shop 

and deliver groceries etc. Please get in touch if there is anything 

that we can do or if you simply would like someone to talk to.  

Remember you are not alone and help is at hand.  

Making an Act of Spiritual Communion. Although we can't be in 

our churches, an act of Spiritual Communion can help us keep 

Christ at the centre of our lives as we worship and pray at home. 

Set aside some time either alone, or better with your family. Turn 

off the television or radio and pray this prayer based on a prayer 

of St Alphonsus Ligouri:  

 

My Jesus, 

I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. 

I love you above all things 

and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to 

you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

What happens if you go into hospital? In light of strict data 

protection rules it is essential that on entering hospital you 

indicate that your details or those of your relative are to be 

passed to the Roman Catholic chaplain. Also state that you or 

your relative would like the Roman Catholic chaplain to visit you. 

Chaplains visit the wards during the week and provide an on-call 

service in case of emergencies.  

Mass Intentions. We are still taking Mass intentions and are 

now taking bookings from July onwards. If you would like to book 

a Mass please telephone the parish office on 020 8451 4677 or 

email willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk. 

Collection. Standing orders for April amounted to £3,332.00. If 

you would like to consider giving by standing order please 

contact the parish office. Thank you so much for your generosity 

in whatever way you give. I understand that for some of you it 

has become increasingly difficult to work at this time, and the 

care of your family must be your top priority.    

Readings at Mass 

5th Sunday of Easter  

First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles  6:1—7 

Psalm Response:  May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we 

place all our hope in you. 

Second Reading:  St Peter 2:4—9 

Alleluia Verse: Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the 

Life. No one can come to the Father except 

through me.’ 

Gospel:  John 14: 1—12 

Diocesan News 

CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30 April. 

The effects of coronavirus on developing countries where CAFOD 

works are likely to be devastating. Families without enough to eat 

and without access to clean water and healthcare are particularly 

vulnerable to coronavirus. The poorest and most marginalised 

communities will be pushed further into poverty. Your prayers 

and gifts are needed now more than ever to help protect the lives 

of those in poor communities. For further details and to donate 

please visit cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal. 

Metropolitan Archbishops on closure of churches during  

pandemic. Writing on behalf of the Catholic Bishops of England 

and Wales, the five Metropolitan Archbishops have addressed 

the COVID-19 pandemic and, specifically, the measures taken and 

restrictions imposed to combat the spread of coronavirus. It tries 

to address this particular moment, paying attention to the dis-

tress we all feel at the lack of access to our churches, and giving a 

look forward to a gradual change in our way of living. Please visit 

https://rcdow.org.uk/news/metropolitan-archbishops-on-closure

-of-churches-during-pandemic/ for the full details of their text. 

Christian Leaders: ’We need to keep on praying.’ In a series of 

video messages released on 6 May 2020, Presidents of Churches 

Together in England are encouraging us to keep praying prayers 

of hope, because prayer makes a difference. The series of video 

messages is available at https://rcdow.org.uk/news/christian-

leaders-we-need-to-keep-on-praying/ (with optional subtitles), 

and a transcript of each message. 

Catholic Voices. The threats posed locally, nationally and inter-

nationally by the COVID-19 Coronavirus are creating isolation, 

fear, and uncertainty. Inspired by Pope Francis’ calls for the 

Church to respond to ‘confinement with creativity’ and to ‘think 

of a thousand ways to be with the people so that the people 

don’t feel alone’, Catholic Voices has launched ‘CV Connect.’ They 

have 1. Webinar— Each  Monday at 7:45pm during lockdown 

Catholic Voices has been running a webinar series of talks called 

'CV Connect.’ For more information and to register visit: https://

www.catholicvoices.org.uk/events/cv-connect-7 2. Virtual Parish 

Talk. Specific isolation-focused talks for parishes during lock-

down: - Faith in Isolation, Spiritual Health in a Pandemic, How to 

become a lockdown evangelist. They are also continuing to run 

there usual presentations on ‘How to defend the faith without 

raising your voice’, ‘Principles of civil communication’, and other 

hot-button issues. Talks last approximately 30 minutes followed 

by 20 minutes of discussion and questions and answers so that 

everyone can be involved if they wish. If you would like to find 

out more please visit https://www.catholicvoices.org.uk/cv-

connect or email info@catholicvoices.org.uk. 

Marriage Week—”The Forever Conversation” 11 May—18 May 

2020. This year’s theme is an invitation to reflect on your rela-

tionship now, to take stock, to ask where it’s going and what the 

future might look like whether you’re married or in a relation-

ship. And if you’re single and aspire to a forever relationship, we 

invite you to join the conversation too. Please visit https://

marriage-week.org.uk/ 
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Sunday Readings and Prayers 
Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 98 (97): 1-2 

O sing a new song to the Lord, 

for he has worked wonders; 

in the sight of the nations 

he has shown his deliverance, alleluia. 

Collect 

Almighty ever-living God, 

constantly accomplish the Paschal  

Mystery within us, that those you were pleased to make new in 

Holy Baptism may, under your protective care, bear much fruit and 

come to the joys of life eternal. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

First Reading:  Acts 6:1-7 

About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the 

Hellenists made a complaint against the Hebrews: in the daily 

distribution their own widows were being overlooked. So the 

Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, "It 

would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give 

out food; you, brothers, must select from among yourselves seven 

men of good   reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we 

will hand over this duty to them, and continue to devote ourselves 

to prayer and to the service of the word." The whole assembly 

approved of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith 

and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, 

Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 

They presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid their 

hands on them. 

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of disciples 

in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large group of priests 

made their submission to the faith. 

Responsorial psalm: 32 

R/.  May your love be upon us, O Lord,  

 as we place all our trust in you. 

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just;  

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.  

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,  

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R./ 

2. From the word of the Lord is faithful  

and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right  

and fills the earth with his love. R./ 

 

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him,  

on those who hope in his love, 

 to rescue their soul from death,  

to keep them alive in famine. R./ 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:4-9 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and 

precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that you too, the 

holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ 

has made acceptable to God, may be living stones making a 

spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a precious 

cornerstone that I have chosen and the man who rests his trust on 

it will not be disappointed. That means that for you who are 

believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by 

the builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble 

over, a rock to bring men down. They stumble over it because they 

do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for them. But 

you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a 

people set apart to sing. 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia, Alleluia!  Jesus said: ”I am the Way, the Truth and the 

Life.  No one can come to the father except through me.”, Alleluia! 

Gospel:  John 14;1-12 

Jesus said to his disciples:  

"Do not let your hearts be troubled.  

Trust in God still, and trust in me.  

There are many rooms in my Father's house  if there were not, I 

should have told you.  

I am now going to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone 

and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so that 

where I am you may be too. You know the way to the place where I 

am going." 

Thomas said, "Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how 

can we know the way?" Jesus said: "I am the Way, the Truth and 

the Life.  No one can come to the Father except through me.  

If you know me, you know my Father too. From this moment you 

know him and have seen him." 

Philip said, "Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be 

satisfied." "Have I been with you all this time, Philip," said Jesus to 

him "and you still do not know me? To have seen me is to have 

seen the Father so how can you say, 'Let us see the Father'?  

Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself:  

It is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work.  

You must believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me;  believe it on the evidence of this work,  

if for no other reason. I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in 

me will perform the same works as I do myself,  

he will perform even greater works, because I am going to the 

Father." 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

O God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice 

have made us partakers of the one  supreme Godhead, grant, we 

pray, that, as we have come to know your truth, we may make it 

ours by a worthy way of life. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Communion Antiphon Cf. Jn 15: 1, 5 

I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord. 

Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia. 

Prayer after Communion 

Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord, and lead 

those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries 

to pass from former ways to newness of life. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
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Sunday 10 May 2020 – 5th Sunday of  Easter 

  

                              The Mass Intentions for the weekend are: 

    Phil McGovern Anniv 

    People of the Parish   

    Douglas & Annie Doran Anniv 

    Margaret Ormsby RIP 

    Caroline Flack RIP 

        

Monday 11 May 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Souls in purgatory RIP 

        

Tuesday 12 May 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Mary Killian RIP 

        

Wednesday 13 May 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Margaret Orsby RIP 

        

Thursday 14 May 2020 – St Matthias, Apostle 

9:30am   Margaret Orsby RIP 

        

Friday 15 May 2020  – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Private Intention Ints 

6:30pm   Ernie & Catherine Lindford Anniv 

        

Saturday 16 May 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Margaret Orsby RIP 

6:30pm   Mary Sullivan Anniv 

        

 

 

    

    


