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   Saint John Paul II (Karol Józef  Wojtyła).  

Last Monday, 18 May, was the centenary of the birth of Pope St John Paul II. Those of 

us of a certain age will have many mem-

ories of his historic visit to the United 

Kingdom in 1982. It was an extraordi-

nary moment in the history of our is-

lands, and in the relationship between 

this country and the Papacy. 

I have on my bookshelves a biography of 

Pope John Paul, ‘Witness to Hope’, 

which runs to nearly a thousand pages, 

and I don’t even have a thousand words 

here to speak about this figure who tow-

ers over the history of the world in the late 20th Century, so I offer just a few thoughts. 

The photograph shows the moment when the saint met the man, Mehmet Ali Agca, 

who tried to assassinate him on 13 May 1981. The shot was fired during the General 

Audience as the Holy Father was greeting the crowds. On 27 December 1983, the Pope 

went to say Mass at the prison where Agca was being held. I used to show this picture 

to lads in prison as an example of true reconciliation. Most of them could hardly believe 

what they were seeing. Pope John Paul suffered throughout his life with the effects of  

that shooting. 

Pope John Paul guided the Church through very difficult times, during which the shad-

ow of Communism was lifted from Europe. He gave many great Encyclicals to the 

Church, but for one of the most moving is the short Apostolic Letter called ‘Salvifici Dol-

oris’, all about the great mystery of suffering, which he wrote in the months following 

the attempted assassination which so nearly killed him. 

In his homily at Mass celebrated on 18 May at the tomb of St John Paul, Pope Francis 

reminded us of three simple things about this man of God. He was a man of prayer - for 

him that was the centre of his life. He was close to his people – he never cut himself off 

from the world, travelling all over the world to meet his people, to search out for them, 

whether great or small. He was a man of justice and of mercy. We see that so clearly in 

his meeting with Agca. 

Pope St John Paul, Módł się za nami – pray for us.                      

                                        Monsignor Roger                 

Those who have died recently: Chloe Hayes, Paddy Daire, Susan Kane   

Those who are sick: Ann Stack, Monica Lynch, Jerome Hayes, Delton (John) Daroux, Cleveland Ellington, 

Esmie Ellington, Sylvia Roberts, Carol Carnegie   

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Vincent & Bridget Doran, Thomas Carmody, Gilbertha 

Giraud  

Spiritual Quote of  the Week 

“Come, Holy Spirit. Spirit of truth, 

you are the reward of the saints, 

the comforter of souls, light in the 

darkness, riches to the poor, 

treasure to lovers, food for the 

hungry, comfort to those who are 

wandering; to sum up, you are the 

one in whom all treasures are 

contained. Come!”  

 St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi  
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Parish News 

Is Everyone ok? A group of parishioners have volunteered to 

provide support to those who are self-isolating and to all those 

needing practical help in our community such as offering to shop 

and deliver groceries etc. Please get in touch if there is anything 

that we can do or if you simply would like someone to talk to.  

Remember you are not alone and help is at hand.  

New taskforce developing plan to reopen places of worship. 

Faith leaders and government have agreed to develop a plan to 

enable phased and safe reopening of places of worship when the 

evidence shows it is the right time to do so. You will have read or 

heard about steps being taken within Government to look 

explicitly at the issues involved in opening ‘places of worship’. 

The Government has issued a statement about this initiative. You 

can find it here:https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-

taskforce-developing-plan-to-reopen-places-of-worship. We will 

of course keep you updated on this situation and will no doubt at 

some point be asking for your assistance with the formalities and 

supervision this will entail. So stay alert for our call for help etc. 

Mass Intentions. We are still taking Mass intentions. If you 

would like to book a Mass please telephone the parish office on 

020 8451 4677 or email willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk. 

Have you signed a Gift Aid form? We will soon be putting in a 

gift aid claim asking HM Revenue and Customs to give us the tax 

that you have paid on your donations. Please inform Kathleen in 

the Parish Office if your tax status has changed since you 

completed a gift aid declaration. Also, if you are now in a position 

to gift aid your donations or would like to change your planned 

giving donations to standing order during this lockdown please 

email Kathleen at willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk. Thank you. 

What happens if you go into hospital? In light of strict data 

protection rules it is essential that on entering hospital you 

indicate that your details or those of your relative are to be 

passed to the Roman Catholic chaplain. Also state that you or 

your relative would like the Roman Catholic chaplain to visit you. 

Chaplains visit the wards during the week and provide an on-call 

service in case of emergencies.  

Weekly Newsletter. We will continue this online version which 

appears on our website. Let us know of anything that you might 

like to include.  

Readings at Mass 

7th Sunday of Easter  

First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles  1:12—14 

Psalm Response:  I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in 

the land of the living. 

Second Reading:  St Peter 4:13—16 

Alleluia Verse: I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord; I 

will come back to you, and your hearts will 

be full of joy. 

Gospel:  John 17:1—11 

Diocesan News 

World Communications Day 2020 falls on the 24 May, as much 

of the world remains in lockdown as we attempt to recover from 

the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic. The way we communicate 

in situations of self-isolation and separation has shifted from 

hand shaking, hugging and close contact to encounters through 

phone, tablet and computer screens. The virtual has replaced the 

physical. For more information and resources please visit https://

www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/wcd20/ 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols on Pentecost. The Cardinal has record-

ed a video of a pastoral message in preparation for Pentecost. In 

it he reflects on the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, partic-

ularly in the context of the circumstances in which we are living 

at the moment. The video is available online at https://

vimeo.com/421046273 and on the diocesan website.https://

rcdow.org.uk/cardinal/news/cardinal-pray-fervently-for-the-

coming-of-the-holy-spirit/ When you view the message, you will 

see that the Cardinal asks that, across the diocese, priests and 

people participate, from their homes, in a short vigil of prayer 

next Saturday, the Vigil of Pentecost. There is no specific time or 

format for this: what is important is that as many people as possi-

ble engage positively with the Cardinal’s invitation.  A meditation 

on Pentecost, based on Christian art, will be available in the com-

ing days via the diocesan website. 

Pause for Faith. Fr Stephen Wang is live streaming each day at 

the ‘Pause for Faith’ YouTube channel, where you can also see a 

library of recent videos. It's an informal look at different aspects 

of our Catholic faith. Themes include how to pray, the lives of the 

saints, faith formation, coping with lockdown, and a new series of 

talks about ‘What Christians believe in 100 objects’. Please share 

the link below with anyone who might be looking for some inspi-

ration and spiritual support during the lockdown. YouTube Chan-

nel: www.youtube.com/c/PauseforFaith Facebook, Instagram, 

Twitter: @pauseforfaith 

icap—Irish or of Irish heritage and living in the UK? How are you 

finding lockdown? The world has changed a lot in a short space 

of time and it is normal for us to be feeling worried or concerned. 

You might be worried about your health or that of family and 

friends, you might be arranging a funeral without the usual social 

gatherings or finding isolation lonesome. icap is offering a listen-

ing ear to anyone of Irish heritage in the UK who would like to 

talk about how they are doing, in these difficult times. icap can be 

contacted on 020 7272 7906 to talk with someone confidentially, 

they only ask for your name and telephone number. For further 

information please visit their website at https://www.icap.org.uk/ 

CAFOD has launched an emergency appeal to help support their 

work in poor communities across the world. Please visit https://

cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal which explains what CAFOD is 

doing and how to donate. There is also an online petition to sign 

at https://e-activist.com/page/59334/petition/1 asking the Prime 

Minister to ensure that the most vulnerable people are the priori-

ty in the UK’s international efforts as well as at home. 
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Sunday Readings and Prayers 

Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Ps 26: 7-9 

O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to you; 

of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face; 

hide not your face from me, alleluia. 

Collect 

Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord, 

so that we, who believe that the Saviour of the human race 

is with you in your glory, 

may experience, as he promised, 

until the end of the world, 

his abiding presence among us. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

First reading: Acts 1:12-14 

After Jesus was taken up into heaven, the apostles went back from 

the Mount of Olives, as it is called, to Jerusalem, a short distance 

away, no more than a sabbath walk; and when they reached the city 

they went to the upper room where they were staying; there were 

Peter and John, James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and Simon the 

Zealot, and Jude son of James. All these joined in continuous prayer, 

together with several women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, 

and with his brothers. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 26(27):1,4,7-8 

R/. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the 

living. 

1. The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

before whom shall I shrink? R/. 

2. There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 

for this I long, 

to live in the house of the Lord, 

all the days of my life, 

to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 

to behold his temple. R/. 

3. O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 

have mercy and answer. 

Of you my heart has spoken: 

‘Seek his face.’ R/. 

Second reading: 1 Peter 4:13-16 

If you can have some share in the sufferings of Christ, be glad,     

because you will enjoy a much greater gladness when his glory is 

revealed. It is a blessing for you when they insult you for bearing the 

name of Christ, because it means that you have the Spirit of glory, 

the Spirit of God resting on you. None of you should ever deserve to 

suffer for being a murderer, a thief, a criminal or an informer; but if 

anyone of you should suffer for being a Christian, then he is not to 

be ashamed of it; he should thank God that he has been called one. 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation: cf.Jn14:18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord; 

I will come back to you,  

and your hearts will be full of joy. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel  John 17:1-11 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 

‘Father, the hour has come: 

glorify your Son 

so that your Son may glorify you; 

and, through the power over all mankind that you have given him, 

let him give eternal life to all those you have entrusted to him. 

And eternal life is this: 

to know you, 

the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

I have glorified you on earth 

and finished the work that you gave me to do. 

Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me 

with that glory I had with you 

before ever the world was. 

I have made your name known 

to the men you took from the world to give me. 

They were yours and you gave them to me, 

and they have kept your word. 

Now at last they know 

that all you have given me comes indeed from you; 

for I have given them the teaching you gave to me, 

and they have truly accepted this, that I came from you, 

and have believed that it was you who sent me. 

I pray for them; 

I am not praying for the world 

but for those you have given me, 

because they belong to you: 

all I have is yours 

and all you have is mine, 

and in them I am glorified. 

I am not in the world any longer, 

but they are in the world, 

and I am coming to you.’ 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful 

with the sacrificial offerings, 

that through these acts of devotedness 

we may pass over to the glory of heaven. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Communion Antiphon: Jn 17: 22 

Father, I pray that they may be one  

as we also are one, alleluia. 

Prayer after Communion 

Hear us, O God our Saviour,  

and grant us confidence, 

that through these sacred mysteries 

there will be accomplished in the body of the whole Church 

what has already come to pass in Christ her Head. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
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Sunday 24 May 2020 – 7th Sunday of  Easter 

        
    The Mass Intentions for the weekend are:   
    Sheila Curran Anniv 

    People of the Parish   

    Vincent & Bridget Doran Anniv 

    Agnes McNamara RIP 

    Margaret Ormsby RIP 

        

Monday 25 May 2020 – St Bede the Venerable, Priest & Doctor 

9:30am   Philomena Coughlin RIP 

        

Tuesday 26 May 2020 – St Philip Neri, Priest 

9:30am   Sharon Lynch Anniv 

        

Wednesday 27 May 2020 – St Augustine of  Canterbury, Bishop 

9:30am   Myles Costello Anniv 

        

Thursday 28 May 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Sr Mavis Langnead Ints 

        

Friday 29 May 2020  – Easter Feria 

9:30am   Philomena Coughlin RIP 

6:30pm   Finbar (Barry) O’Shea RIP 

        

Saturday 30 May 2020 – Easter Feria 

9:30am   William Joy Ints 

6:30pm   People of the Parish   

        

    

    

    


