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Much to think and pray about. 

A couple of weeks ago, a very thought provoking email came from Sr Silvana Dallanegra 

who is the Development Worker from Caritas Westminster for our part of the diocese. In 

the email she referred to an article in the Guardian newspaper of 27 June about the pan-

demic in Brent. She said; 

 ‘Although the article focuses on Church End – which I imagine lies within the Five Precious 

Wounds parish – the sad fact is that altogether, Brent has been the worst-hit borough in 

England and Wales in terms of income loss and deprivation, as well as mortality. Caritas 

has been doing what it can to support your parish and school communities – through 

vouchers, emergency grants, signposting to potential sources of help/funds etc – but it 

would be good to discuss what more/else we could do…With Brent’s financial needs in 

mind, I’m taking the opportunity to introduce Pat Fernandes. Pat is a parishioner at Sacred 

Heart, Kilburn, where she runs their credit union, but her day job is in financial capability. 

She is now working with Caritas to help build up financial resilience for whatever is needed 

and can be within her skills and experience. And if she herself can’t help… then she’s very 

well networked and will know someone who can! … please don’t hesitate to contact Pat, 

who is employed by Advice 4 Renters, a housing advice project based in Kilburn – 

Pat.Fernandes@ADVICE4RENTERS.ORG.UK’ 

First of all, if any of you are facing problems managing finances, Sr Silvana has signposted 

you to someone who can help, Pat Fernandes. 

Second is that last week I had a chance meeting with the Vicar of St Andrew’s Church of 

England church on the High Road and with the Pastor of the Baptist church, where all the 

building works are going on. We have decided to meet together, maybe with other local 

clergy, to see how our communities can come together to identify need in the area and 

then try to meet that need, or urge others to. 

This parish has a long track record through committed volunteers over many years in help-

ing our community. We should be proud of that. Through necessity, we have seen all sorts 

of people volunteering in many ways to help meet our current needs and we have all 

come together in an amazing way to face the virus. 

I think we should begin to consider how we can move forward in the months ahead. 

Please begin to think about what you think the needs are in our parish and the local com-

munity – needs around learning more about the faith; around our worship; around our 

young people; around the elderly and vulnerable; and around poverty and homelessness. 

I think we can continue to make that difference in maybe additional ways. I hope we can 

come together in our own church and also, importantly, work with other churches in the 

area. 

If you have any thoughts about this or suggestions of how we could support others,  

please put them in an email to me here at the parish. Hearing from you will really help us 

to make plans.                                             Monsignor Roger  

Those who have died recently: Elfriede Singleton 

Those who are sick: Ann Stack 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Mary & Dan 

O’Sullivan, Patrick and Mary Ann McGovern & The McGovern Family,  

Alexandra Markul, Tom Creed, Tommy McHugh, John Lehane 

 Mass Times 

Saturday: 6:30pm (Vigil Mass of 

Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am & 12:00 noon 

Monday— Wednesday :10:30am 

Thursday: Closed for ‘deep cleaning’ 

Friday: 10:30am  

Saturday 10:30am & 6:30pm 

Church closes after all Masses  

Individual Prayer with  

Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday:    9:30am—10:30am     

               6:00pm—7:30pm 

Tuesday:     9:30am—10:30am 

         6:00pm—7:30pm 

Wednesday: 9:30am—10:30am 

         6:00pm—7:30pm 

Thursday: Closed for ‘deep cleaning’ 

Friday:      9:30am—10:30am 

         6:00pm—7:30pm 

Saturday:    9:30am—10:30am   

Confession 

At Call 
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Parish News 

Returning to Mass. ‘It is so good to be back, Father.’ I must have 

heard those words many, many times as we opened the doors 

once again for Mass to be said in public. It has taken a lot of 

preparation by a great team of volunteers. The signs are in place, 

the gel dispensers full and the benches measured up. We have 

read carefully all the guidelines sent to us by our Cardinal. So it 

was on 4 July that we opened the doors to find a small queue of 

people for the 6:30pm Mass. Yes, they found Mass is a little 

different from a usual Sunday Mass. Yes, there’s not quite so 

many people. Yes, you can’t sit in your usual place. Yes, it’s a bit 

shorter. Yes, you have to use a face covering. But it is still the 

Mass, still where we meet Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Some of us are getting used to receiving Holy Communion in a 

different way, by standing and receiving into the hands. This is 

very generous of you. And yes, at the moment, there can be no 

singing or servers at Mass. 

But, as just over 200 people discovered this weekend, it is still the 

Mass. And I would like to say both on my behalf and Fr Sudham’s: 

‘It’s very good to have you back!’ Monsignor Roger  

Collection. Last week’s collection was £1,241.60  (excluding 

standing orders). Standing orders for June amounted to 

£3,347.00. If you would like to consider giving by standing order 

please contact the parish office. Thank you so much for your 

generosity in whatever way you give. I understand that for some 

of you it has become increasingly difficult to work at this time, 

and the care of your family must be your top priority.    

Francis Thomas. It is very good to see Francis Thomas helping 

out at Mass while our liturgies are so restricted by age 

regulations and distancing. As I’m sure some of you know, Francis 

grew up in this parish, is in formation for the diocesan 

priesthood, and is now about to start his fourth year as a 

seminarian at the diocesan Seminary at Allen Hall in Chelsea. 

Please pray for him and for all the seminarians. If you know of 

someone who might be considering a vocation to the priesthood 

or religious life, please ask them to get in touch with Mgr Roger. 

Newsletter. Now that our church is open a paper copy of the 

weekly newsletter will be available in the church for you to pick 

up and take home with you as you leave. The newsletter will 

continue to be posted on the parish website as normal and can 

be found under this link https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/

lesdengreen/parish-newsletters-2020/ 

Readings at Mass 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:10—11  

Psalm Response:  Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its 

crop. 

Second Reading:  St Paul to the Romans 8:18—23  

Alleluia Verse: Speak, Lord, your servant is listening; you 

have the message of eternal life. 

Gospel:  Matthew 13:1—23 

Diocesan News  

Pope’s prayer intention for July: For families By Fr David Stew-

art SJ. As we passed the year’s longest day last month, many fam-

ilies felt that this was the longest year ever as so many suffered 

at various levels from the effects of the pandemic. Families 

grieved the loss of beloved elders and loved ones while enduring 

job losses and economic uncertainty. At the invitation of the 

Pope, in June we contemplated the wounded side of the Saviour 

and took solace and strength from the blood and water that 

flowed from his Sacred Heart. We prayed with Pope Francis that 

many hearts would be touched by that Heart. Now, in July, the 

Pope invites us to pray with him for families: ‘that today’s fami-

lies may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance’. To 

read more please visit https://rcdow.org.uk/news/popes-prayer-

intention-for-july-for-families/ 

“Apply for settled status as soon as possible!” Bishop urges Eu-

ropean citizens who have made their homes in the UK. Almost  

a year before the government’s deadline for EU, EEA and Swiss 

citizens living in the UK to apply for Settled Status, a bishop who 

has gone through the process is urging people not to delay in 

making their application. Bishop William Kenney, auxiliary Bishop 

of Birmingham and himself a Swedish national, says those who 

are eligible should apply well ahead of 30 June 2021.The govern-

ment requires European citizens who have made their homes in 

the UK to make an application or risk losing their fundamental 

rights to live and work here. Everyone including children needs to 

go through the process .Bishop Kenney warned that while many 

people have found it straightforward, others have faced unex-

pected obstacles navigating the government’s system or don’t 

even realise they’re required to apply. He’s therefore urging peo-

ple to get their applications in early and encouraging parishioners 

to look out for others who might need some support. For more 

information please visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/apply-for-

settled-status-asap/   

Bishop Sherrington cautions against 'abortion on demand' bill 

amendment. Bishop John Sherrington, the lead Catholic Bishop 

for Life Issues, has commented on a proposed amendment to the 

Domestic Abuse Bill that, if tabled, would repeal sections 58 and 

59 of the 1981 Offences Against the Persons Act and 'result in the 

introduction of abortion on demand, for any reason, up until 

when a child is capable of being born alive, with a ceiling of 28 

weeks.' He asks people to write to their MPs urging them to op-

pose these amendments which would liberalise abortion. Please 

read what the Bishop says in his statement at: https://

rcdow.org.uk/news/bishop-sherrington-cautions-against-

abortion-on-demand-bill-amendment/  

‘Marriage Care’ Counselling Services – Marriage Care, estab-

lished in 1946 in response to the pressure on family relationships 

following the end of the Second World War, now offers support 

from trained counsellors to couples and families who need help 

in coping with the pressures of ‘Lockdown’. Further information 

can be found at: https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/marriage-and-

family-life/news/marriage-care-at-75---we-are-here-for-you/ 
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