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Take a Deep Breath 

Last Sunday (well, Saturday evening actually) I went to Mass and sat in 

the congregation. I was in the cathedral city of Hereford and the Catholic 

church there was easily found, as it is a fine classical building on the main 

street just near the Anglican cathedral. It is good for a priest every now 

and then just to go to Mass, and I felt that, with all the current regula-

tions, it would have been complicated to go on the sanctuary and con-

celebrate. So it was that your experience became mine, as I was greeted 

in a very friendly way by a steward, told to gel my hands, asked for my 

name and ‘phone number, and then told in a firm but polite way where I 

could sit – there was no choice! There were about fifty people at the 

Mass – it’s only a small church. The priest preached an inspiring – and 

short – homily. The parish was obeying all the guidelines that we are also 

observing. Of course, just as I entered the church I put on my face cover-

ing and wore it throughout. It was most uncomfortable, and felt my 

breath was restricted and my spectacles kept steaming up. Your experi-

ence became mine. 

There are many themes to our readings this weekend, but the overriding 

one is forgiveness, and how if we forgive then we are sharing in the work 

of God. Jesus reminds us very clearly that we must not be mean with for-

giveness, that we must be prepared to forgive not just seven times, but 

seventy times seven. Feelings of revenge, of bitterness and even of ha-

tred can imprison us. This especially is the case when a loving relation-

ship has turned sour, and one or both parties find it hard to forgive. Peo-

ple have described this as feeling suffocated by their bad emotions.  

When you take off your mask after wearing it for a long time, it so good 

to be able to breathe freely again. When we learn to forgive from our 

hearts it is like breathing freely once more, breathing in the oxygen of 

God’s love and coming back to life. 

                                     Monsignor Roger 

Those who have died recently: Pedro Flares, Patrick Whelton, James 

Logan, Mary McKenna  

Those who are sick: Sheila O’Callaghan 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Joan Angland, 

Noreen Kelly, Norrie Fox, Bridget Browne, Patrick Coughlan, Luigi Ritacca  

 Mass Times 

Saturday: 6:30pm (Vigil Mass of 

Sunday)  

Sunday:  9:00am, 10:30am & 12noon 

Monday— Wednesday :10:30am 

Thursday: Closed for ‘deep cleaning’ 

Friday: 10:30am  

Saturday 10:30am & 6:30pm 

Church closes after all Masses  

Individual Prayer with  

Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday:    9:30am—10:30am     

                

Tuesday:     9:30am—10:30am 

         6:00pm—7:30pm 

Wednesday: 9:30am—10:30am 

          

Thursday: Closed for ‘deep cleaning’ 

Friday:      9:30am—10:30am 

         6:00pm—7:30pm 

Saturday:    9:30am—10:30am   

Confession 

At Call 
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Parish News 

Collection. Last week’s collection was £2,122.40 (excluding 

standing orders). Standing orders for August amounted to 

£3,066.00. Thank you for your generosity.   

First Holy Communion 2020. Congratulations to all our children 

who received their First Holy Communion on Saturday afternoon.  

Please pray for them and their families now that they have made 

this big step in their lives as Catholic Christians. Our thanks must 

go to the catechists who have accompanied the children on this 

journey of faith.  

Returning to Mass. As the numbers returning to Mass are 

increasing it is important that we are able to welcome as many 

people as possible. At the moment we can help with this in two 

ways. Firstly, the Sunday obligation remains suspended; 

therefore, we can come and celebrate Mass on any day of the 

week. In order to ease the numbers on Sundays, you are invited 

to come to Mass during the week if you can, rather than on 

Sunday as the Masses during the week usually have more space. 

This way we can ensure we have space to be able to welcome 

everyone particularly those who are working and families as the 

new school term starts. Secondly, you will need to wait to be 

seated when you enter the church. Please follow the instructions 

of the stewards and sit where they ask. This may mean that you 

will not be able to sit in your usual seat. It will mean however that 

the stewards can ensure that every possible seat can be utilised 

rather than turn people away. Thank you for your understanding 

and cooperation.  

Mass/Private Prayer Times. Please note that with effect from 

the week commencing Sunday 20 September, morning Mass 

Monday to Saturday (currently not Thursdays) will be returning to 

our original time of  9:30am. Private Prayer with Eucharistic 

Adoration will take place at 8:30am until 9:30am. Also there will 

no longer be Private Prayer on Tuesday evenings. Updated Mass 

and Individual Prayer with Eucharistic Adoration times are posted 

each week on our website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/

willesdengreen/, newsletter https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/

willesdengreen/parish-newsletters-2020/, doors of the church 

and on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

marymagwillesdengreen/.    

Can you help? As the Coronavirus continues, so too does our 

responsibility to ensure that our church is a safe place for 

everyone. It would be wonderful if more parishioners could see 

their way to assisting with the stewarding and cleaning. If you are 

under 70 and not isolating or shielding, and would like to 

volunteer please notify the parish office either by telephone on 

020 8451 4677 or email at willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk.  

Parish Office. In response to the Coronavirus pandemic the 

Parish Office will be closed to personal callers until further notice. 
If you would like to book a Mass Intention or have another 

enquiry please either telephone 020 8451 4677 or email 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk.  

Newsletter. Any notices for the weekly Sunday newsletter 

should be given to the Parish Office by Wednesday noon.  

Readings at Mass 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

First Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 27:30—28:7  

Psalm Response:  The Lord is compassion and love, slow to 

anger and rich in mercy. 

Second Reading:  St Paul to the Romans 14:7—9  

Alleluia Verse: Speak, Lord, Your servant is listening; you 

have the message of eternal life.  

Gospel:  Matthew 18:21—35   

Diocesan News  

Sunday Reflections for September, are kindly produced by Fr 

Javier Ruiz-Ortiz, for ‘The God Who Speaks’ initiative. Please see 

below the reflection for Sunday 13 September. For more infor-

mation on the ‘The God Who Speaks’ in Westminster please visit 

the website https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/ Also, see the updated 

website for further resources and ideas https://

www.godwhospeaks.uk/  

 

Meditate: “Forgive us out trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us” we pray in the Our Father every day. The 

tragedy of today’s parable is the short memory of the servant. 

We are appalled by such behaviour without realising that we are 

that servant who does not forgive. The only way which will bring 

us to forgive is by remembering the times God has forgiven us. 

 

Act: Forgiveness is not forgetfulness, on the contrary, we remem-

ber the wrong done to us and decided not to retaliate. The first 

step to forgiving someone is to pray for them. Think of someone 

you need to pray for and do so at mass today. 

CAFOD. All are welcome to join CAFOD online next Saturday 19 

Sept from 10:30am to 12 noon. During the meeting you will hear 

from Maria Gonzales, head of international development. Maria 

will update you on how your support of CAFOD is helping poor 

communities overseas tackle even more challenges in light of the 

Coronavirus Crisis. Email Tony Sheen tsheen@cafod.org.uk for 

details of how to register.  Please continue to pray for the com-

munities we are working alongside overseas. 

Funeral Notice  

The Reception and Requiem Mass of the late Pedro Flares  

 will take place on Monday 14 September 2020 at 12 noon  

followed by cremation at West London Crematorium at 1:30pm 

The Reception and Requiem Mass of the late  

Patrick Joseph Whelton will take place on Thursday  

17 September 2020 at 3:00pm followed by repatriation to Ireland  

 

 Funeral arrangements are made in accordance with the  

protocols necessary due to the coronavirus pandemic.   

May they  rest in peace 
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