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Prepare a way for the Lord  

This weekend is the Second Sunday in Advent, as we journey towards the birth 

of our Saviour at Christmas. We will celebrate our Mass together, with  

particular joy, as our church reopens again after another lockdown. 

Our gospel reading comes from the beginning of Saint Mark’s account, and he 

refers to John the Baptist “clothed in camel’s hair” inviting the people from all 

around the countryside of Judea to a baptism of repentance. Of course, John 

the Baptist’s actions fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah: “Behold, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one who cries out 

in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord.’” 

Undoubtedly, for the people of Israel, Isaiah’s prophecy meant something very 

different when it was first spoken. They were in exile in Babylon, and the 

words of Isaiah indicated an imminent return to their land of origin, when the 

Lord himself would lead them through the desert back to Jerusalem. In  

freedom, they would proclaim the glory of the Lord and God’s presence among 

them.  

This year has been somewhat of a ‘desert experience’ as many of us have been 

isolated from our loved ones, and some of us may even have lost a loved one 

to the virus. The coming of the ‘Light of the World’ at Christmas will bring 

some much-needed joy into our lives.  And so, John the Baptist is inviting us to 

prepare ourselves internally, by acknowledging our failings and downfalls, so 

that we are washed clean by the grace of God, and so that we can rekindle the 

animating fire of the Holy Spirit which we received at our baptism. What better 

way to prepare for Christmas than examining our conscience and coming to 

celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation? (At present, the obligation to  

confess our sins is lifted, because of the pandemic, but many people will want 

to do so in a safe way).  

Let us remember that the Lord is not “delayed” in his return but rather is pa-

tient, “not wishing that any should perish but that all shall come to repent-

ance.” Jesus calls us to follow a pattern of constant conversion. Let us not  

allow Advent to pass without doing this.                 Father Mark.  

Those who have died recently: Margaret Hagan, Francis McHugh, Michael Morris-Owens, Richard Power, 

Senan Patrick Russell, Maria Helena Martins 

Those who are sick: Mary Gavahan, Margaret Harrington, Mary Maloney, Theresa Burke 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Benedict Tugbobo, Benny Kilcoyne, Cathy Kirwan, 

Maureen Hennessy, Olga Daly, Daryl John Nelson 

Mass Times 

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass of  

Sunday)  

Sunday: 9:00am, 10:30am & 12noon 

Monday—Thursday: 9:30am 

Friday: 9:30am & 6:00pm 

Saturday 9:30am & 6:30pm 
 

Church closes after all Public Masses 
 

Individual Prayer with  
Eucharistic Adoration 

 
Weekdays and Saturday: One hour 

before morning Mass 
 

Confession 
At Call 
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Parish News 

Collection. Standing orders for October amounted to £3,880.00. 

Thank you for your generosity.   

Monsignor Roger. Friday 4 December marked my Silver Jubilee 

as a priest. I was ordained 25 years ago on this day by Cardinal 

Hume in Westminster Cathedral. Normally for a priest this would 

be a great time of celebration for his parish and friends. This year 

it is not to be. I will wait until next year when hopefully we can all  

celebrate together. Please pray for me as I will for you, and 

please stay safe in these difficult times.  

Mass Times. I am pleased to inform you that we will now be 

resuming our Thursday morning 9:30am Mass and a 6:00pm 

(revised time) Friday evening Mass with effect from Sunday 6 

December. With effect from Sunday 13 December in addition to 

these Masses there will also be Individual Prayer with Eucharistic 

Adoration after Friday evening Mass until 7:15pm. Updated Mass 

and Individual Prayer with Eucharistic Adoration times are posted 

each week on our website, in our newsletter, on the doors of the 

church and on Facebook. 

Brazilian Chaplaincy. This weekend we welcome the Brazilian 

Chaplaincy to our parish. They will be celebrating their Masses 

and having other groups with us from now on. They are warmly 

welcomed. This will mean some small changes to our routines, 

but I know you will quickly adapt. The major change is that the 

Mass on Friday evenings will now be at 6:00pm, not 6:30pm, 

followed by Adoration on the first Friday until 7:15pm, and 

Stations during Lent. ‘Bem-vindo a capelania brasileira neste fim-

de-semana a nossa igreja’! 

Confirmation 2020. Congratulations to all our young people who 

are making their Confirmation on Monday. Please pray for them 

and their families as they make this big step in their lives as 

Catholic Christians. Our sincere thanks go to the catechists who 

have accompanied the young people on this journey of faith.   

First Holy Communion and Confirmation Meetings 2021. The 

first meetings for children and parents who have registered will 

be in the church on Tuesday 8 December 2020 at: 

6:00pm—7:00pm for First Holy Communion, and  

7:30pm—8:30pm for Confirmation.      

Roman Catholic Nursery, Infant, and Primary School CCP 

Applications for Catholic Schools. In light of the current 

uncertainty we have decided that the signing of the Certificate of 

Catholic Practice will be done via post. Everyone should pick up a 

CCP Assessment Form from the table at the back of the church 

and return it to the presbytery along with a Certificate of Catholic 

practice. This certificate is also available at the back of the 

church. Please complete one Certificate for each school that you 

are applying for (top part of form should be completed) together 

with a SAE (stamped addressed envelope which should detail 

your name and current address so that we can post the forms 

back to you). We will NOT give out forms at the door nor will we 

sign forms at the door. Please do follow the instructions in this 

regard so as not to be disappointed.  

  

Christmas Mass Times will be as follows:  

 Thursday 24 December 2020—4:30pm Mass (First Mass of 

Christmas) with all children welcome to dress as a character from 

the Nativity play. 

 Thursday 24 December 2020—6:00pm Mass with all children 

welcome to dress as a character from the Nativity play. 

 Thursday 24 December 2020— 7:30pm Mass  

 Thursday 24 December 2020— 9:00pm Mass 

 Friday 25 December, Masses at 9:00am, 10:30am and 12 noon. 

There is no evening Mass.  

Please note, places for all our Christmas Eve Masses will need to 

be booked online or via a telephone call to the parish office. 

Further details on how to do this will follow nearer the time.  

Volunteers—We Need You! As we are putting on extra Masses 

over Christmas we would need additional help with stewarding 

and cleaning. Anyone who is not over 70 or clinically vulnerable 

or shielding can volunteer. Please think about offering some time 

to help your parish.  

Bethany -Tree of Light will be in place as usual next weekend 

opposite the Lady Chapel. The Tree of Light is a perfect way this 

Christmas, after such a difficult year, to remember a loved one 

who has passed away, to wish someone good luck for the New 

Year or for any other intention you may wish to pray for. Due to 

COVID this year you would need to bring your own completed 

label with you when you come, to attach to the tree.   

Convent of Jesus & Mary Infant School and Nursery Online 

Christmas Auction. Organised by the PTA. All profits will be 

donated to the school. Some lovely and exclusive items thanks to 

the support of our amazing community. Get bidding, it’s all for a 

good cause: https://www.32auctions.com/conventwillesden  

Readings at Mass 

2nd Sunday of Advent Year B 

First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1—5. 9—11  

Psalm Response:  Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us 

your saving help.  

Second Reading:  St Peter 3:8—14 

Alleluia Verse: Prepare a way for the Lord make his paths 

straight, and all mankind shall see the salva-

tion of God. 

Gospel:  Mark 1:1 —8 

Funeral Notice  

The Cremation service of the late Senan Patrick Russell  

will take place at West London Crematorium on  

9 December 2020 at 11:15am   

May he rest in peace 
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