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By Example and Word.  

There are many ways in which you can teach, as any parent will tell you. 

The two most obvious are by example and by word. In this last week, our 

Holy Father has taught us all very clearly by example and word. 

It is widely reported that Pope Francis has received the Covid-19 Vac-

cine. He received the first dose on 13th January and will receive his sec-

ond dose in about three weeks. In this, he is giving every Catholic an ex-

cellent example. When you are invited to come forward for the vaccine, 

you should do this. The Holy Father has said on Italian TV ‘I believe eve-

ryone should receive the vaccine; it is an ethical option because your 

health, your life is at stake, and you are also putting at stake the life of 

others.’ It is understood that Pope-Emeritus Benedict will also receive 

the vaccine. If it’s good enough for these two Popes, then we should fol-

low their example when invited to do so. 

The Pope has also written an important document. For many years, as 

we all know in this church and in many others, the worshipping life of 

the Church has been enriched by the ministry of women and girls as 

readers and altar servers. The Pope has now made this honourable prac-

tice part of the Law of the Church and not just a custom. Canon Law says 

that women may now be made lectors and acolytes. Pope Francis teach-

es us: ‘Offering lay people of both sexes these ministries will increase the 

recognition…of the precious contribution many lay people make, includ-

ing women, to the life of the Church.’ 

Thank you to all – men and women, boys and girls – who help (in normal 

times) with our worship. You are much appreciated. 

Monsignor Roger.  

 

 

 

Those who have died recently: Fr Nimal Anthony Ponweera, Archbishop Philip Tartaglia of Glasgow, Bishop 

Vincent Logan  Those who are sick: Monica Lynch 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: John O’Brien, Michael Brady, Tim Scannell 

Mass Times 

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass of  

Sunday)  

Sunday: 9:00am, 10:30am & 12noon 

Monday to Friday  9:30am 

Saturday 9:30am & 6:30pm 

Church closes after all Public Masses 

Individual Prayer with  

Eucharistic Adoration 

Weekdays and Saturday: One hour 

before morning Mass 

Confession 

At Call    
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Parish News 

Collection.  Standing orders for December amounted to 
£3,483.00. Thank you for your generosity. 

Father Nimal Anthony Ponweera RIP. Some of you may 
remember Father Nimal who sadly passed away on Monday. On a 
sabbatical break, Fr Nimal came to London in March 2004. At the 
beginning of June 2004, he started at St. George’s, Sudbury, as a 
curate for the Sudbury parish, and as chaplain to the Sri Lankan 
community. In November 2004, Cardinal Cormac Murphy 
O’Connor appointed Fr Nimal to work in the parish of St Mary 
Magdalen, while still continuing his work as Chaplain to the Sri 
Lankan Sinhalese community in London. Fr Nimal served in St 
Mary Magdalen’s from 2004 to 2009. There will be a Requiem 
Mass for Father Nimal on Saturday 16 January 2021 at 12noon, 
celebrated by Father Sudham. All are welcome. This Mass will 
also be live streamed as, due to COVID, the numbers are 
restricted in church. May Father Nimal rest in peace.     

Mass Online. Masses may be livestreamed on our YouTube 
channel: St Mary Magdalen RC Church, Willesden, London - 
YouTube. Masses ae normally live streamed Monday to Saturday 
at 9:30am and Sunday at 9:00am.  For those who are unable to 
partake of the body of Christ and receive Holy Communion in 
person, we pray together St Alphonsus’ Prayer of Spiritual 
Communion:  

My Jesus, 
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. 

I love you above all things 
and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly to 

you 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

Wrap up! Since the churches reopened  we are advised to keep 
the church well ventilated. So, although the heating is on, the 
doors must remain open, even as it gets colder. Please do not 
close any doors or windows that have been left open. Extra layers 
may be a good idea when attending Mass. Good ventilation, 
together with social distancing, wearing masks, keeping the 
church clean and frequent handwashing, can help reduce the risk 
of spreading coronavirus. 

 

Crib Offering 2020/21 The Christmas crib will remain in church 

until Candlemas (02 February) All offerings at the crib will be 

donated to the Catholic Children’s Society to support their work 

with disadvantaged children and families. This will help provide 

family support, emergency grants and mental health services for 

vulnerable children in our Diocese.  

Mass Live streaming.  Some Masses are livestreamed  on our 

YouTube  channel: St Mary Magdalen RC Church, Willesden, 

London - YouTube.  Readers, musicians, altar servers & 

parishioners who sit near the front, may appear on the 

livestream. If you do not wish to appear on the camera,  please  

sit towards the back of the church. Normally, Holy Communion 

will not be transmitted. 

RCIA Programme begins this Saturday 16th of January from 2pm 

to 4pm on Zoom. The course will run until May. Please pray for 

our new candidates, and those from last year who were unable to 

complete the programme because of lockdown,  

PRAYER GROUP: Calling all young adults aged 20-40 It is still not  

too late to join the online prayer course with Father Mark. This is 

a way to discover more about prayer, enrich your prayer life and 

to pray in different ways. The group is also a support during 

lockdown. The course takes place on Zoom, with time to pray 

together, on Friday evenings from 8pm for about an hour and will  

initially run until the beginning of March.  Please e-mail Fr. Mark 

to register: markdunglinson@rcdow.org.uk and give your name, 

telephone contact and your age. You will be sent the Zoom 

invitation.  

First Holy Communion 2021.  Any Parents and guardians who 
have still not collected their two First Holy Communion books (for 
the child and adult), please do so from the table at the back of 
the church this weekend 16/17 January after all Masses. Please 
view Fr Mark’s video on our YouTube channel which explains this 
week’s catechesis session with your child.. 

Confirmation 2021.  While the schools are closed, the 

confirmation preparation programme will not begin. In the 

meantime, all  young people are asked  to download the ‘You Cat’ 

app. onto their devices. Please check your e-mails regularly as Fr 

Roger will advise when he will talk to you all via our YouTube 

channel. Candidates will meet together once the schools reopen.  

Breda Hough and Family thank everyone for their Mass cards 

and messages of sympathy on their recent double bereavement. 

A Mass will be offered for all your intentions.  

 

Readings at Mass 

The Second Sunday Ordinary Time Year B 

First Reading:  1 Samuel 3: 3-10,19  

Psalm Response:  Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will.   

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 

Alleluia Verse: Speak, Lord, your servant is listening; you 

have the message of eternal life.   

Gospel:  John 1: 35-42 

Diocesan News  

Sunday of the Word of God In anticipation of the Sunday of the 

Word of God on 24th January 2021, the Agency for Evangelisation 

has put together resources which can be found at: https://

www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/focus/sunday-of-

the-word-of-god/ “Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical 

year to the word of God can enable the Church to experience 

anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word 

and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches before the 

world.” Pope Francis - ‘Aperuit illis’  
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