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Fourth Sunday in Lent – Plenty to Rejoice About 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent is both Laetare (Rejoicing) Sunday and Mothering 

Sunday. The Church, in her wisdom, knows we cannot be penitential forever, 

and so gives us a break from our Lenten penance, by introducing a ‘shaft of 

light’ to allow us to look forward to the approaching festival of Easter.  

Sometimes, rose-coloured vestments are worn to symbolise the softening of 

the penitential purple by the upcoming liturgical colour and the white  

vestments which will be worn at Easter. On this Sunday, we are called to  

Laetare Ierusalem (Be Joyful Jerusalem, and all who love her!) This rejoicing is 

deeply symbolic of both looking forward to the Paschal festivities, and our hope 

that we will dwell forever in the New Jerusalem whenever we are called, by the 

Lord, to our home in heaven. 

As if this were not enough to rejoice about, we also celebrate Mothering  

Sunday this weekend, not to be confused with the observation of Mother’s Day. 

Mothering Sunday is a day honouring mothers and mother churches which has 

been celebrated in the British Isles, and elsewhere in the English-speaking 

world, on the fourth Sunday in Lent, since the Middle Ages. The custom was, on 

Mothering Sunday, for Christians to visit their mother church—the church in 

which they received the sacrament of baptism. Later, it became the day on 

which those working as domestic servants were given the day off to go home 

and visit their home church and their own mother. In more modern times, this 

celebration has been extended to honour Mother Church, 'mothers of earthly 

homes' and Our Lady, the mother of Jesus. 

Let us then celebrate this fourth Sunday joyfully and, as well as give thanks for 

our mothers, grandmothers and mother figures in our lives and all they have 

done for us, as well as praying with gratitude for all mothers who are no longer 

with us. This comes with my good wishes and prayers for a joyful Sunday and a 

good remainder of Lent.                                                                       Father Mark. 

Those who have died recently: Paulina Joseph,  John Cronin,  

Noel Atkins  

Those who are sick: Tony Rowland, Jerome & Gareth Hayes,  

Peter Corcoran, Paz Shaw   

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Fr Michael  

Buckley, Mary Killian, Maureen Anderson, Kathleen Forde, Alex & Yvonne 

Lobo, Noreen Carolan, Thomas Dias, Bridget Connell, Jimmy Feeley,  

Mary Teresa Ryan    

Mass Times 

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass of  

Sunday)  

Sunday: 9:00am, 10:30am,12noon & 

6:30pm 

Monday— Friday 9:30am 

Saturday: 9:30am & 6:30pm 

Church closes after all Public Masses 

Mass Online  

Masses are livestreamed on our 

YouTube channel: St Mary Magdalen 

RC Church, Willesden, London - 

YouTube. Masses are normally live 

streamed Monday to Saturday at 

9:30am and Sunday at 9:00am.  

Individual Prayer with  

Eucharistic Adoration 

Weekdays and Saturday: One hour 

before morning Mass 

Confession 

At Call    
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Parish News 

Collection of 28 February amounted to £1,559.75. Standing 

orders for February amounted to £3,393.00. Thank you. 

Fr Sudham has now returned to Sri Lanka, please pray for him 

as he takes up his new post. If you have not already given to Fr 

Sudham's farewell gift, and would like to, please send an 

envelope through the Clergy House door marked 'Fr Sudham'. 

We will ensure it reaches Colombo.  

Fr Ruwan Deshapriya. Please pray for Fr Ruwan the new Sri 

Lankan Sinhalese chaplain. He is currently isolating and 

acclimatising in Southend before coming into residence in the 

parish on 19 March, St Joseph's Day. This is a beautiful day for 

Father to begin his ministry, we ask St Joseph to pray for him. 

 
Times of Holy Week and Easter Liturgies are as follows:  

 Sunday 28 March—Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 

Lord—Masses as usual: 6:30pm (Saturday Vigil Mass) 

9:00am, 10:30am, 12 Noon & 6:30pm 

 Monday 29 March—Monday of Holy Week—Mass: 9:30am 

 Tuesday 30 March—Tuesday of Holy Week—Mass: 9:30am 

 Wednesday 31 March—Wednesday of Holy Week— 

Mass: 9:30am   

 Thursday 1 April—Maundy Thursday—Evening Mass of the 

Lord’s Supper: 6:00pm & 8:00pm   

 Friday 2 April—Good Friday—Stations of the Cross for 

families with children: 10:00am 

 Friday 2 April—Good Friday—Celebration of the Passion of 

the Lord: 12 Noon & 3:00pm  

 Friday 2 April—Good Friday—Stations of The Cross: 6:00pm   

 Saturday 3 April—Holy Saturday—The Easter Vigil: 8:00pm 

 Sunday 4 April—Easter Sunday of the Resurrection—: 

Masses at 9:00am, 10:30am &12 Noon (No evening Mass)   

 

Booking Seats for Easter. Our church is limited in the number of 

people we can accommodate. This year you will need to book 

your place for liturgies on Good Friday, and Holy Saturday only. 

We ask that if you book for Mass on Holy Saturday, you do not 

also attend Mass on Easter Sunday. Numbers are limited to keep 

us all safe because of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.  

How to Book. By emailing the parish office at 

willesdengreen@rcdow.org.uk  or by telephoning on  

020 8451 4677. For all bookings we need the lead name for the 

booking, telephone contact number for test and trace, date and 

time of Mass/liturgy you wish to book, the number in your 

family coming including any children and any special requests. 

Booking requests via both email and telephone will be accepted 

commencing Monday 15 March from 10:00am until 2:00pm and 

on Tuesday 16th, Wednesday 17th and Friday 19 March, again 

from 10:00am until 2:00pm. Bookings will NOT be taken on 

Thursday 18th March. Please do not leave messages on the 

answerphone about bookings. You may only book by speaking to 

our administrator, Kathleen or, to Fr Mark.  

Places are limited, so if you decide not to come once booked, 

please tell us so your seat can be offered to someone else.    

Diocesan News 

Right to life UK. “As we celebrate Mother’s Day, we pray for all 

mothers who are expecting. We pray for an overwhelming sense 

of hope and joy to fill their lives, and for increased support to be 

given by their family, friends and local communities, as they 

journey through this life-changing experience. Lord hear us”  

Year "Amoris Laetitia Family" 19 March 2021- 26 June 2022 

‘The Christian proclamation on the family is good news indeed’  

Amoris Laetitia 1. On 19 March 2021, the Church will celebrate 

five years since the publication of the Apostolic Exhortation  

Amoris Laetitia on the beauty and joy of love in the family. On 

the same day, Pope Francis will launch the Year “Amoris Laetitia 

Family”, which will conclude on June 26, 2022, on the occasion 

of the X World Meeting of Families in Rome with the Holy Fa-

ther. For more information visit: http://www.laityfamilylife.va/

content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia.html  

                   Prayer to St Joseph 

                    Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  

                     Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

To you God entrusted his only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust;  

with you Christ became man.  

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  

show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  

Obtain for us grace,  

mercy and courage,  

and defend us from every evil.  

Amen  

Please arrive at church no less than 10 minutes before the start 

of any event, as it takes time to show you to your seat. 

If you know of someone who may need help with booking for 

Mass, or is unclear on any aspect of our Easter arrangements, 

please help them or direct them to the parish office.  

Lent Stations of the Cross, on Fridays, during Lent. Please log 

on to our YouTube page at : St Mary Magdalen's RC Church, 

Willesden, London    

Pray the Rosary together. Father Mark invites you to pray the 

Holy Rosary with him on Friday evenings from 6:30pm to 7:00pm  

on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/magwillesdengreen/  

Mass for Confirmation Candidates. Now that schools are open, 

there will be a Mass with teaching for the young people and 

their families preparing for Confirmation this year. This will be 

on Sunday evenings at 6:30pm, commencing this Sunday. 

Although this Mass is especially for them, others may attend, but 

space will be limited and the Mass may be a little longer than 

normal. If at all possible, please attend one of the other 4 

Saturday evening/Sunday Masses. The current COVID 

regulations make it impossible to have the usual classes during 

the week. Please pray for our young people as they prepare for 

the Sacrament of Confirmation.  
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