
LENTERN RETREAT

ST Matthews
Gospel
St Pauls Catholic Church



E X P L O R I N G  S T  M A T T H E W S

G O S P E L

Fr Perry invites us to join him ‘virtually’ each day

until Good Friday to read, St Matthews

Gospel. 

 

This is a fantastic opportunity to develop our

relationship with our Lord Jesus through the

Gospel. Even though we can’t meet in person

we can unite in spirit during this time. 

 

The Lord has given, the Lord has taken away

;blessed be the Name of the Lord.' (Job 1:21)

LENTERN RETREAT
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MEDITATING THE GOSPEL

Tuesday 31st -  Mt 18 : 15 - 35

Wed 1st April - Mt  19 : 1 -15

Thurs 2nd April - Mt  19: 16- 30

Fri 3rd April - Mt  20: 1 -16

Sat 4th April - Mt  20: 17 - 28

Palm Sun 5th April - Mt  21: 1 - 11

Mon 6th April - Mt  26: 1 -16

Tues  7th April - Mt  26: 17 - 35

Wed  8th April - Mt  26: 36 - 56

Maundy Thurs 9th April - Mt  26: 57 - 75

Good Friday  10th April - Mt  27 : 1 - 11



 Day One Tuesday 31 March 2020 - Mt 18 : 15 - 35

Dealing With Sin in the Church 15 

“If your brother or sister[b] sins,[c] go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not

listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’[d] 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to

the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will

be[e] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[f] loosed in heaven.19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they

ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.

 

”The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”22 Jesus answered, “I

tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[g]23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he

began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[h] was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his

wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will

pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow

servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.[i] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.29 “His fellow servant fell to

his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could

pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.32 “Then the

master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your

fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.35 “This is how my

heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
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 Day Two - Wed 1st April - Mt  19 : 1 -15

Divorce1

When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2 Large

crowds followed him, and he healed them there.3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his

wife for any and every reason?”4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and

female,’[a] 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one

flesh’[b]? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”7 “Why then,” they

asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?”8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to

divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his

wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation

between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.”11 Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has

been given. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there

are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it.

”The Little Children and Jesus

13 Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked

them.14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as

these.” 15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.
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Day Three- Thursday 2nd April - Mt  19: 16- 30

The Rich and the Kingdom of God

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?”17 “Why

do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, keep

the commandments.”18 “Which ones?” he inquired.Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit

adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’[c] and ‘love your

neighbor as yourself.’[d]”20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?”21 Jesus

answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in

heaven. Then come, follow me.”22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great

wealth.23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom

of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is

rich to enter the kingdom of God.”25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who

then can be saved?”26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are

possible.”27 Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”28 Jesus

said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who

have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left

houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife[e] or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred

times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be

first.
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Day Four- Fri 3rd April - Mt  20: 1 -16

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard1

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He

agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into his vineyard.3 “About nine in the morning he went out

and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I

will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went.“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did

the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why

have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.“He said to

them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call

the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’9 “The workers who

were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first,

they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to

grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them

equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not

being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who

was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious

because I am generous?’16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
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Day Five- Sat 4th Apr - Mt  20: 17 - 28

Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time

17 Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, 18 “We are going up to

Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn

him to death 19 and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will

be raised to life!”A Mother’s Request20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling

down, asked a favor of him.21 “What is it you want?” he asked.She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may

sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.”22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to

them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”“We can,” they answered.23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink

from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been

prepared by my Father.”24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called

them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise

authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your

servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but

to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
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Day Six-Palm Sun 5th April - Mt  21: 1 - 11 

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King1

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two

disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied

there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that

the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken

through the prophet:5 “Say to Daughter Zion,    ‘See, your king comes to you,gentle and riding on a

donkey,    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”[a]6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed

them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A

very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread

them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed

shouted,“Hosanna[b] to the Son of David!”“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the

Lord!”[c]“Hosanna[d] in the highest heaven!”10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was

stirred and asked, “Who is this?”11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in

Galilee.”
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Day Seven - Mon 6th April - Mt  26: 1 -16 

The Plot Against Jesus1

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you know, the Passover is two days away—

and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.”3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled

in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill

him. 5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the people.”Jesus Anointed at

Bethany6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of

very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.8 When the disciples saw this,

they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. 9 “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money

given to the poor.”10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful

thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you,[a] but you will not always have me. 12 When she poured this

perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout

the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus14 Then one of the Twelve—

the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15 and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over

to you?” So they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him

over.
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Day Eight - Tues  7th April - Mt  26: 17 - 35

The Last Supper

17 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us to make

preparations for you to eat the Passover?”18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My appointed

time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them

and prepared the Passover.20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they were eating, he

said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t

mean me, Lord?”23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just

as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.”25 Then

Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”Jesus answered, “You have said so.”26 While they were

eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my

body.”27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of

the[b] covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now

on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of

Olives.

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

31 hen Jesus told them, “This very night ytou will all fall away on account of me, for it is written:“‘I will strike the shepherd,    and the

sheep of the flock will be scattered.’[c]32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall

away on account of you, I never will.”34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me

three times.”35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same.
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 Day Nine - Wed  8th April - Mt  26: 36 - 56

Gethsemane

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He

took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is

overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the

ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”40 Then he returned to his

disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you

will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not

possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping,

because their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.45 Then

he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered

into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”

Jesus Arrested

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the

chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest

him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.”[d]Then

the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and

struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword

will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of

angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am

I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you

did not arrest me. 56 But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him

and fled.
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 Day Ten - Maundy Thurs 9th April - Mt  26: 57 - 75

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders had

assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards

to see the outcome.59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him

to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward.Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This fellow

said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not

going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent.The high priest said to him,

“I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say

to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of

heaven.”[e]65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now

you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?”“He is worthy of death,” they answered.67 Then they spit in his face and struck him

with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?

”Peter Disowns Jesus

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said.70 But he

denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl

saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the

man!”73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you

away.”74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!”Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter

remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept

bitterly.
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 Day Eleven - Good Friday  10th April - Mt  27 : 1 - 11

Judas Hangs Himself

1Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made their plans how to have Jesus executed. 2 So they bound him,

led him away and handed him over to Pilate the governor.3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was

seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have

betrayed innocent blood.”“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.”5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and

left. Then he went away and hanged himself.6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the

treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is

why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty

pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded

me.”[a]Jesus Before Pilate11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”“You

have said so,” Jesus replied.
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Thank you 

share your

thoughts with us

on social media

 

 

 

@StPauls_rc

facebook.com/StPaulsRCwoodgreen

Stpaulsrc_woodgreen




